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The trifles which compose this book are selected from 
the following magazines and journals, beginning with 
the CamkiU Magazine; whilst the latest contribution, 
*' Gloomsbury/' is taken from the Morning Leader. 

Lloyd's^ Man of the World, National Observer, ComhiU 
Magazine (Thackbray editor), Sketchy Tahle-Talk, Man- 
chester Umpire, Sphinx, Whitehall Review, Salads Journal, 
Pall Matt Gazette, Saturday Review, Star, Morning Leader, 
DaUy Mail, and Punch. I have to thank the editors and 
proprietors of all for leave to republish. 

The verses are mostly from Punch and the Manchester 
Umpire, 
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ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 



THACKERAY 

The interest taken in Dickens and Thackeray 
is much greater in America than it is in 
England; and the interest in Dickens far 
exceeds the interest in Thackeray. Dickens 
is worshipped; Thackeray is admired. My 
known connection with both these distinguished 
men invited much examination -in -chief, and 
even cross-examination, when about ten years 
ago I visited the United States. I had to 
describe the two men, their appearance, their 
tastes and habits, and their points of re- 
semblance, which were very few. 

Thackeray was an exceptionally tall man, 
with very long legs. These gave him his 
height of six feet three inches, or more. He 
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2 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

was rarely seen without his spectacles, which 
rested on the flat bridge of his nose. This 
bridge had been broken in a youthful fight at 
the Charterhouse School. He was quiet and 
deliberate in his manner, and fond of putting 
one hand in his trousers pocket. He was a 
moderate playgoer, preferring the dinner-table 
with congenial society. He was essentially a 
clubbable man. His favourite night resort was 
* Evans's ' supper and singing-rooms in Covent 
Garden Market — a man's music-hall. He 
smoked and drank 'grog' in moderation, and 
listened to the part-singing by the choir-boys 
with manifest enjoyment. He was always 
more or less in pain from an internal disease, 
and this temperate recreation, according to his 
own account, relieved him. ' Evans's ' at that 
time (in the fifties) was one of the three West 
End cellar music-halls beginning business at 
eleven o'clock at night, after the theatres. The 
other two were the * Coal Hole,' in the Strand, 
now the site of Terry's Theatre, and the ' Cider 
Cellars,' in Maiden Lane, Covent Garden, now 
a night club. 

The characteristics of these three places in 
the thirties had been described in the ' New- 
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comes ' by Thackeray, who thoroughly knew 
his midnight London. With the extension of 
'Evans's' by the opening in 1854 of the new 
concert-room, built over the back-garden where 
the cottage stood in which the Kembles lived, 
the programmes became more refined, as ladies 
were now admitted to the Right Hand Gallery, 
screened with wire gauze like nuns at a convent. 
The singers, all men, were in most cases the 
same — Sam Cowell, Penniket, Sharp, Jongh- 
manns, Ross, Von Joel, Sam Collins, and 
others ; but the songs were very different from 
those heard by Colonel Newcome in the * Cave 
of Harmony.' The music-hall, as we know it 
now, was just coming into the world to compete 
on equal terms with the theatres, and not to act 
merely as their recognised grill-rooms. The 
sturdy generation of those days took its steak, 
chop, baked potatoes, and stout, in place of 
going to bed, immediately after its tragedies, 
farces, or comedies. The law allowed them, 
and they obeyed the law. Mollycoddling 
legislation had not been invented. 

Thackeray had no artificiality, no assumed 
dignity, no 'side,' as it is now called. He 
was always simple and natural. He was not 

I — 2 



4 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

a severe and methodical worker He kept a 
secretary — an Irishman — who was no more 
business-like than his master. This secretary 
had acted in the same capacity with Thomas 
Carlyle. His name was Langley. He was 
a feeble secretary, but a good companion. 
Thackeray's workroom or study in Onslow 
Square was at the top of the house — the great 
man sitting at a table in front of one window, 
and the secretary sitting at a similar table in 
front of the other window overlooking the 
square. The back-room, seen through folding- 
doors that were always wide open, was very 
sparingly furnished (like the front -room), a 
small truckle-bed of the kind used by the 
great Duke of Wellington being the chief 
article of furniture. Thackeray, when he was 
working late (which was not often), would sleep 
upon this anchorite couch^ so as not to disturb 
his daughters and the household. His writing 
habits were peculiar. He wrote a very small, 
neat hand, and used slips of note-paper. These 
he would often gather up and put in his coat- 
pocket, leaving his secretary at work, and stroll 
down to the Athenaeum Club. Here, if he 
could get a comfortable table and was not 
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waylaid by any gossip, to whom he was always 
ready to give an attentive ear, he would pull 
out his slips, and carry his story a few steps 
further. In an hour or two he would again 
collect the scattered papers and go on to the 
Garrick Club, where, if not interrupted, he 
would resume his writing. This habit of com- 
posing in public frightened many of the old club 
fogies, who thought they were being caricatured 
for posterity, and no doubt helped to get him 
blackballed at the Travellers'. 

Thackeray was not proud or 'stuck -up.* 
He was not ashamed to ride outside a cheap 
omnibus, preferring to sit by the side of the 
driver. I have often seen him going through 
Regent Street in the middle of the day with 
one of his long legs hanging down far below 
the footboard. He was not so well known in 
the streets as Charles Dickens — ^he was not so 
much of a * people's man ' — and he could pass 
in a crowd as a quietly-dressed, unobtrusive 
gentleman. 

He was candid and truthful. In 1862 I was 
walking through the International Exhibition 
with him, and we came across Benjamin 
Disraeli. They saw each other, but showed 
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no signs of recognition. ' He has never spoken 
to me/ said Thackeray voluntarily, 'since I 
wrote the short parody of '* Coningsby " (called 
" Codlingsby ") in Punch' Disraeli was a 
dealer in wit and repartee ; but a seller, not a 
buyer. 

When Thackeray started the Comhill 
Magazine — or Mr. George Smith, the 
publisher, started it for him — he did me the 
honour to make me one of his original staff, 
and offered to put me up at the Garrick Club. 
At that time I could not afford such a luxury. 
He tried hard (hard for him) to get a new set 
of writers together, but the same old hacks 
turned up. When we met at the inaugural 
dinner at Mr. Smith's house in Gloucester 
Square, Hyde Park, it was Tom, Dick, and 
Harry shaking hands with Bill, Sam, and Bob, 
and our chief standing before the fire smiling, 
with his hands under his coat-tails. ' It's no 
use,' he said, * trying to get new men ; there's 
only a certain number of cabs upon the stand. 
Come to dinner.' We swarmed down the 
stairs, and sat in the room that had belonged 
to Sadleir, the fraudulent banker. I fancied I 
saw the silver cream -jug on the sideboard 
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containing the poison which he swallowed on 
Hampstead Heath. I tried to interest G. A. 
Sala with the gloomy topic, but he preferred 
the souffles de volailles attx truffes which the 
servants were distributing. 

Thackeray the editor was Thackeray the 
man — kind, gentle, amiable, accessible, and 
gentlemanly. He was turning the play which 
Alfred Wigan foolishly refused to produce at 
the Olympic into the novelette of 'Lovel the 
Widower.' This was the master's first con- 
tribution to the Comhill Magazine / as a play 
it never saw the light. Both Thackeray and 
Dickens were not so versatile as Charles 
Reade and Bulwer. The two greater men 
were novelists, but not playwrights. 

Thackeray was essentially a last-century man. 
He knew and loved the age of * tie-wigs and 
square-cuts,' to use theatrical jargon. To find 
him living in Onslow Square, in a neighbour- 
hood of stucco, and in a house with a portico 
like a four-post bedstead, was a shock to the 
nerves — an anachronism. His place was 
Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, or Gerard Street, 
Soho. I told him so, and as old houses are 
generally gloomy and unhealthy, having, as a 
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rule, been ill-kept and neglected, he built him- 
self a modern Queen Anne mansion in Ken- 
sington Palace Gardens, the * old court suburb,' 
and, I am afraid, expended much more money 
than he originally intended. As I have said 
before, he was not a business man, and all the 
office drudgery of the Comhill Magazine was 
taken off his hands by the publishers. 



DICKENS 

Charles Dickens was as great a contrast to 
Thackeray in appearance as he was in his 
writings. Dickens was a short, upright man 
of spare figure, who held his head very erect, 
and had an energetic, industrious^ not to 
say bustling, appearance. He was very 
methodical, and he looked it His time was 
mapped out on a business-like system. He 
was, of course, materially assisted by his sub- 
editor, friend, and companion, Mr. W. H. 
Wills, who came with him from the Daily 
News ; but Homehold Words^ and after it All 
the Year Rounds was really edited by Dickens, 
who also took a large share in its trade 
management. He selected his contributors, 
interviewed them when necessary, and ex- 
amined many details which Thackeray left to 
Mr. George Smith, his publisher. Dickens 



10 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

was a born trader, with a considerable power 
of organization, and his plans were laid down 
with financial prudence. * Fancy prices ' for 
magazine work in the early fifties were neither 
demanded nor expected. The repeal of the 
paper duties was yet to come, and bring with 
it shoals of competitive journals. These 
journals in due course increased the supply 
of writers — bad, good, and indifferent. The 
demand for writing also grew, and the wages 
for writing were soon affected by a rising 
market. The tariff for writing on Household 
Words and its successor, All the Year Rounds 
was never at any time a sentimental tariff; but 
extra work, as distinguished from English com- 
position, was paid for when demanded. As 
the ' Champion Out - Door Young Man ' I 
fixed my own payment. I charged for my 
time and expenses like a commercial traveller, 
receiving another payment for my *copy,' 
measured by the two-foot rule, with the liberty 
of republication in book form within a reason- 
able period. Dickens liked descriptive articles 
of life and odd corners of life, for in the early 
fifties the daily newspaper purveyed news only 
with social and political comment, and had not 
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turned itself into a daily magazine. I supplied 
these articles freely, as they gave me outdoor 
employment, which suited my active tempera- 
ment; but I also occasionally wrote 'short 
stories/ I presume these stories 'gave satis- 
faction to my employer,' as, like his own 
'Oliver,' he 'asked for more/ I explained to 
him that the construction of a short story 
involved as much labour as the construction 
of a novel or a novelette, while the pay was 
never in the same proportion. 

Dickens was supposed to do all his literary 
writing work from ten in the morning up to 
two in the afternoon, but when he was strug- 
gling with a new and perhaps difficult story, 
this hard and fast rule was relaxed. At two 
o'clock he would start on those monotonous 
twenty-mile walks, undertaken with a mistaken 
idea that intellectual work required to be 
balanced with a plentiful amount of physical 
exercise. His walks were always walks of 
observation, through parts of London that he 
wanted to study. His brain must have been 
like a photographic lens, and fully studded with 
'snap-shots.' The streets and the people, the 
houses and the roads, the cabs, the buses and 
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the traffic, the characters in the shops and on 
the footways, the whole kaleidoscope of Metro- 
politan existence — these were the books he 
studied, and few others. He was a master in 
London ; abroad he was only a workman. 
His foreign pictures, his American notes, his 
Italian sketches, were the work of a genius 
who could never write anything that had not 
striking features ; but in spirit they were 
deficient in sympathy, and often defaced by 
narrow insular prejudices. He could not paint 
a French scene with the same cosmopolitan 
touch as Thackeray, and although he might 
have been equal to a ' Bouillabaisse Ballad/ he 
never wrote one. 

Those monotonous walks, those four miles 
an hour by the clock, one mile an hour by the 
milestone and the stop-watch, five hours of this 
pedestrian drudgery a day, regulated by an un- 
bending system and a delusive theory, * took too 
much out of him.' He suffered from lumbago, 
and no wonder. His town house in the fifties 
was in Tavistock Place, Tavistock Square ; but 
his favourite home was Gadshill, Higham-by- 
Rochester, Kent, on the direct coach-road from 
London to Dover. Gadshill, I believe, is 
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about twenty-eight miles from the Strand, and 
to see him with head erect, walking like 
Weston, the professional walker, over Waterloo 
Bridge about mid -day on his road to his 
Kentish residence, was to see a man possessed 
by an idea which was not his servant, as it 
ought to have been, but his master. His 
appearance, with his far-off look, reminded one 
of the passage in the 'Ancient Mariner' : 

'As one who on a lonely road doth walk with fear and 

dread, 
And, having once turned round, walks on and turns no 

more his head. 
Because he knows a frightful fiend doth close behind him 

tread r 

He realized this picture more often in the 
night, when struggling with a new story in its 
earlier stages. Too restless to sleep in Tavi- 
stock House, he would get up and walk on in 
the darkness hour after hour, until he reached 
daybreak and Gadshill at the same time. One 
morning he went into a roadside inn near 
Higham for a glass of rum and milk. He 
tried to pay for it with a very greasy and 
suspicious half-crown which had come in contact 
in his pocket with a bit of French chalk. The 
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landlord eyed the coin (and his visitor) \i'ith 
suspicion, and refused to take it He had 
lived near his great neighbour up to that 
moment without knowing him. 

Dickens's taste in clothes was a little ' loud ' ; 
he never altogether forgot the dandyism of the 
D'Orsay period. I have seen him (at his own 
house) in a bastard evening-dress, consisting of 
black trousers, patent boots, white cravat, a 
green plush waistcoat, and a black velvet 
smoking-jacket. He liked 'plain living,' the 
living he immortalized in his books. In the 
fifties, supper, as a meal, had not been put 
down by Act of Parliament — an Act (the Act 
of 1872) which was got by mollycoddling 
legislation out of make-believe respectability, 
and suckled by a knot of temperance fanatics 
(the legitimate descendants of the fire-lighters 
of Smithfield) who are trying to raise toast- 
and-water to the level of a Sacrament. Dickens 
liked suppers, and after a visit to the theatre 
a meal was always laid in the upstairs rooms 
at the office in Wellington Street, Strand, now 
occupied by Mr. Richard Elliott, the well- 
known music-hall agent, and husband of Miss 
Lucy Clarke. I say Maid' advisedly, for in 
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the winter a man from Rule's was in an outer 
room with a tub of 'natives/ and a baked- 
potato man from the street was in the same 
room with his can of 'murphies.' Albert 
Smith, who copied Dickens in most things, 
copied him in this, and at his house in Percy 
Street, Tottenham Court Road, where Mr. 
Dolaro now carries on a much-needed night 
club, in defiance of ' raids ' and the fussy police, 
the can and the tub were present, supported by 
a piece of boiled beef that might have stood as 
a model to one of the painters present for the 
rock of Gibraltar. 

Dickens, like Thackeray, was not much of 
a music-hall frequenter. Thackeray died in 
the very early sixties before the music-hall, by 
a process of evolution, had developed from the 
'free and easy* and the 'tea-garden' (to say 
nothing of the V^o patent theatres^ Drury Lane 
and Covent Garden) into the theatre of 
varieties. I helped to found the first of these, 
the Alhambra, in Leicester Square, in 1865. 
Thackeray, as I have said before, spent most 
of his nights at Evans's singing-rooms in Covent 
Garden, when the place was under the manage- 
ment of Paddy Green. Dickens went once to 
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the old Mortonian Canterbury {De Morton nil 
nisi bonum) with George Augustus Sala, but 
Sala wrote the article that sprang from this 
visit 

On another occasion he went to the Royal 
(then called Weston's) in Holborn with Wilkie 
Collins, and Wilkie wrote a rapturous article in 
Household Words, in which he glorified the 
late Mr. Stead, 'the Perfect Cure,' counted his 
jumps during the singing of his popular song, 
which amounted, I thinks to about i,6oo, and 
was astonished (and so was Dickens) at his 
power of physical endurance. 

The Royal was built upon the site of the 
National Hall, Holborn^ a favourite Sunday 
night lecturing -hall of Mr. W. J. Fox, the 
well-known Unitarian Minister of South Place, 
Finsbury (where Dickens used often to go on 
a Sunday morning), anti-Corn Law League 
orator, and sometime M.P. for Oldham, in 
Lancashire. The first music-hall — an oblong 
structure with private boxes on each side, built 
much on the plan of the present London 
Pavilion — was called Weston's, after its founder, 
Mr. Edward Weston. It was a sociable, 
middle-class hall, managed with much enter- 
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prise and spirit, occasionally attracting fashion- 
able West End audiences when stars like the 
late lamented Nelly Power were engaged. 
Edward Weston was very fond of getting up 
comic song contests, his favourite champion 
being the late * Sarah Walker ' Taylor. Taylor 
was a good 'character' singer, his best im- 
personations being old women and idiots. He 
had a pliable face, and stood pre-eminent as 
what the French call a grimacier. As an all- 
round comic singer, he was inferior to many 
camiques of the time (notably Vance), and the 
contests which he invariably won at Weston's 
were given in his favour by a not altogether 
unfriendly jury. Charles Dickens's elder brother, 
Mr. Alfred Dickens, a regular habitu6 of 
Weston's, was generally one of the jurymen. 

Charles Dickens, though he never succeeded 
as a dramatist, was always an admirer of the 
stage, and on intimate and friendly terms with 
the leading actors and actresses of his time. 
He was a clever amateur actor (he could do 
nothing badly), but I can hardly agree with 
many of his friends who looked upon him as a 
second Edmund Kean who had deserted the 
stage for literature. He was an intimate friend 

2 
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and supporter of Charles Fechter, and was 
Fechter's financial ' backer ' at the Lyceum, 
although Lady Burdett-Coutts was popularly 
supposed to occupy this position. *The Tale 
of Two Cities ' was one of his stories, written 
and produced by Fechter, in which Dickens 
did some of the work as a dramatist. This 
drama was the innocent cause of one of those 
curiosities of dramatic criticism which appear 
about once in half a century. The production 
was viewed with no very friendly eyes by an 
eminent critic, who was not on the best of 
terms with Fechter and Dickens. A rather 
severe analytical notice of the drama and the 
acting appeared in an important critical journal, 
which notice, as the Americans say, was a little 
'too previous.' The production of the piece, 
at the last moment, was postponed for a week, 
without the critic being aware of the alteration. 
I have no means of knowing how Thackeray 
regarded his valuable literary work in connec- 
tion with posterity, but I have more knowledge 
of Dickens's self- consciousness. He had no 
doubts about his rightful position in the world 
of letters. For the last twelve or fifteen years 
of his life he never read any notices of his 
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writings. He knew and felt that he had 
earned his tombstone in Westminster Abbey. 
That he retired to this resting-place as soon as 
he did I fully believe was mainly due to his 
mechanical walks, and the exhaustion and 
excitement caused by his 'dramatic readings.' 
A day or two before he died, I am told on 
good authority, he was found in the grounds 
of Gadshill, acting the murder scene between 
Sikes and Nancy. 



THE AWAKENED PUPPET 

There are countless souls floating aimlessly in 
the vast sea of life which are not housed, and 
probably never will be housed, in perishable 
bodies. These souls have asserted their divine 
right of free will, and have declined to be 
imbedded in an earthly form, which rarely com- 
mands affection or respect, and more often 
excites aversion and contempt. I am one of 
those unattached souls. The scheme of life 
was put before me. I saw the short and 
doubtful span, the promised three-score years 
and ten in one direction, the smaller mathe- 
matical average in another ; the drawbacks of 
sleep and illness ; the curse or blessing of mad- 
ness ; the joy or sorrow of human feeling ; the 
Ten Commandments held to me in one direc- 
tion, the Thirty-nine Articles in another; the 
fight of churches, anointed and unanointed, to 
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mould my present and control my future ; the 
penalty of drudging work or bitter starvation ; 
the whirlpool of meanness, selfishness, envy, 
hypocrisy, ingratitude, and pride in which I 
was expected to plunge, with no guide that I 
felt I could trust to save me from sinking. 
Right or wrong, I had but one answer : I will 
remain an irresponsible atom of the universe. 
Without trouble, exertion, faith, hope, or 
charity, I will silently watch the antics and 
pretensions of the superior animals around me, 
especially that very superior animal, man, who 
was evolved by electricity acting on the spawn 
of a frog. 

I am a puppet — a hard, unthinking puppet. 
In an educational museum, in my raw state, 
being wood — and tough wood, too — I should 
be labelled as a ' vegetable product ' — of course, 
with a Latin name, to puzzle the visitors and 
justify a catalogue and a custodian. I fell into 
other hands. A workman of that class who 
once cut gargoyles, as a labour of love, for 
cathedrals, took me in hand, and by some un- 
conscious instinct carved me into human form, 
square-headed, solid, determined, and repulsive. 
I was too stiff and ugly for a marionette, so I 
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accepted my destiny, and became an important 
unit in a Punch and Judy show. My master 
was not fettered by education, as understood in 
the schools. He could neither read nor write, 
but he could eat and drink. These were his 
accomplishments. His * gifts' — for even the 
meanest human animal has 'gifts,' 'instincts,' 
or * genius ' — were a powerful and manageable 
voice, a quickness of hand, and a certain rough 
sense of humour. These gave him a command 
of the streets. Wherever he pitched his show 
he collected an appreciative crowd. He was 
the acknowledged head of his profession. One 
day he was seen by a critical scavenger who 
was always looking for art in the gutter. An 
article appeared in an advanced journal called 
* The Day After To-morrow.' From that hour 
my master had the practical monopoly of a 
prominent street corner in Regent Street, 
whenever he was sober enough to claim it. 

Our wooden family were thrown much 
together, but we had our silent likes and dis- 
likes. The principal ruffian, Punch, was the 
constant and gentle companion of Judy, whom 
he battered brutally in public and consoled in 
private. I soon found that in this world we 
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often see things that have no existence, but 
never see the realities. I made a friend — ^as 
much a friend as my nature would allow me to 
make— of the puppet policeman. He was the 
representative of law and order, which told 
against him in my estimation ; but I was drawn 
to him because he always arrived too late — a 
true example of official imbecility. My artistic 
ugliness marked me out as the Nemesis of the 
show, the dreaded Shallabalah, the terror of 
Punch, the avenger of the defeated policeman. 
There was another terror, the Ghost. This 
was a highly artificial puppet, which gave itself 
airs, first, because it was so ingeniously con- 
structed that as a skeleton it could fall to pieces 
and come together again ; and, secondly, 
because it had once had the honour of being 
in a marionette show, settled for a time in a 
concert gallery, and not compelled to prowl the 
streets for a living. We had to listen to 
stories of this wonderful show, whether we liked 
them or not, and of the clever and excitable 
Italian who worked the figures. I heard so 
often of this excitable Italian that I came to 
compare him disadvantageously with my stolid 
master. 
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And he certainly was stolid. He was more 
like a bull-dog than a man. When he was not 
working the show he had long intervals of 
silence, only relieved by beer. He may have 
been thinking, but I beg leave to doubt it. 
His language, when it was not bad, was limited. 
A mechanical doll might have been made quite 
as eloquent. The most exciting story — some 
choice sensational report read to him from 
evening papers published soon after breakfast 
— only elicited one remark : ' Well, Tm blowed f 

Everything had the same effect upon him. 
He was always being 'blowed.* He had a 
wife — no one could tell why. They seldom 
spoke to each other. He drank his beer, she 
drank hers. He worked the show, she nursed 
a baby and occasionally darned stockings. 
They had children — ^two boys and this baby, 
a girl — no one could tell for what purpose. 
The two boys lived in the streets, sometimes 
within view of the 'pitch* (the place where the 
show was temporarily planted), and sometimes 
not. The streets were their school, their eat- 
ing-house, and their playground. One day the 
youngest of the boys slipped off the kerbstone, 
and was ground out of existence (such an exist- 
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ence as it was) by a brewer's dray. The mother, 
I am bound to say, cried a little when the news 
was brought to her, although she must have 
felt that it was a * relief — one mouth less to 
feed, one body less to clothe, if even in a 
fashion not much removed from the Garden 
of Eden ; but the father did not go beyond his 
usual remark, 'Well, Tm blowed!' To do 
this stolid family justice, the drayman who ran 
over the wretched boy and the policeman who 
took * the case ' were equally stolid, as if such 
accidents were everyday occurrences. An 
old woman at an apple-stall, who knew the 
child, showed a little more feeling. She was 
a childless widow, and had had only an abstract 
love of children. At the inquest — held, as 
usual, at a public-house, in the fumes of stale 
rum and tobacco-smoke — the drayman, though 
innocent of anything beyond heavy, sleepy 
driving, showed his remorse in a characteristic 
way by comforting the bereaved father with 
unlimited beer. The show on that day had a 
full holiday of idleness. 

There was one member of the company who 
stood between me and my stolid master. I 
called him the missing link. This was the dog 
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Toby, an old, artful, grizzled terrier, who had 
been before the public all his life. He had a 
silent contempt for us puppets, and a strong, 
selfish affection for his master. He was my 
master's most intimate and trusted companion. 
When he was not playing in the show he was 
at the heels of my master in the tavern or the 
skittle-ground, and in one of the latter places 
he had been lamed by getting in the way of a 
rolling ball. Until he was well he was better 
cared for than a human being, to say nothing 
of a despised puppet. He had a certain 
amount of education, but this had not destroyed 
his animal propensities. He had devoured a 
canful of tarts while the tossing pieman was 
playing at skittles; but before any trouble 
arose my master spent his day's earnings, and 
more, to pay for this glutton's meal. My master's 
family fared badly that day ; but nothing was 
said, as everyone knew the showman's dog 
always stood before the showman's children. 
My master treated him as a sort of partner, 
like one who helped to earn the money. Per- 
haps my master was right, as his children 
earned nothing, and never showed any regard 
for their father. The boy who was not run 
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over, and was rather clever at street tumbling, 
went away with a troupe of acrobats without 
saying good-bye, and was never heard of again, 
except once, when he sent a friend to borrow 
a few shillings. 

I saw nothing in my surroundings to make 
me regret my dormant state. I was called 
nicknames, of course. Inert Matter was one 
of these, but it made no impression on my box- 
wood, nerveless system. I knew, in my case, 
that vis inertia was a term of reproach ; but it 
never made me ashamed of this quality of 
matter, or the tricks it played the bewildered 
workman. I have seen my master bend a 
dozen nails before he could repair a portion of 
the * theatre ' which had gone wrong, and if I 
had accepted vitality I should have laughed 
myself into apoplexy. I knew I could not 
enjoy laughter without tears, and I gloried in 
my stony-hearted apathy. Once or twice I 
was moved by some spirit in league with 
human weakness, which I had a severe struggle 
to control. The alarm I felt showed me that 
there was a tender point somewhere in my 
armour. It was my first warning, but a warn- 
ing of what 1 
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One day, while my master was giving a very 
successful performance at his ' pitch ' in Regent 
Street, and I was in the middle of my cele- 
brated struggle with Punch, who was gloating 
over his victims like a hero of Greek tragedy, 
and doing all he could to corrupt the minds of 
an audience properly brought up by the School 
Board, and regulated by the London County 
Council, two men in the crowd attracted my 
attention, because they were evidently interested 
in me. 

* Sam,' said one, * look there 1' 

* Look where ?' growled the other. 

*At that cove in the show. I never seed 
anythink like it.' 

* Anythink like wot ?^ 

'That wooden actor. Ain't he like that 
Bill Somebody we saw the other night as Bill 
Something in the play ?' 

' Bill Somebody !' replied the growler, with 
evident contempt; *you means Bill Simmons 
in Bill Sikes. Yes; now I looks agen, there 
is a likeness.' 

I am not about to write a confession, but 
those more or less illiterate remarks — the voice 
of the unsophisticated people, the unregenerate 
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playgoers, the modern groundlings — ^stirred in 
me a dangerous something, not exactly a feel- 
ing, but something perilously near it — the first 
promptings of theatrical vanity. I had been 
called an actor, qualified, it is true, by the un- 
complimentary term of 'wooden,' but still an 
actor. I had been compared to a live per- 
former — in face only, of course; but, still, I 
had been mentioned in the same breath. The 
breath may have been flavoured with onions, 
beer, and tobacco ; but I had been singled out 
from my companions and mentioned ! The 
gulf between me and them was sensibly 
widened, and this gulf now divided me from 
my only companion, the policeman. 

I struggled with this suspicious and hateful 
dawning of vitality. I hardly knew what it 
might forebode, and I had the worst of all fears 
— the fear of ignorance. 

My surroundings in some degree brought 
back my apathy. Time and the sordid 
brutality of life as I saw it would have cured 
my passing weakness if the inevitable and 
steady march of events had not willed other- 
wise. Our select 'pitch' in Regent Street 
brought us, to some extent, into fashionable 
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notice, and one afternoon I saw a smart man- 
servant in deep conversation with my master 
at the back of the green-baize covering. The 
conversation I know was of some importance, 
as master's wife, who always sat on a low stool 
at the back of the show, was also consulted. 
It turned out to be an invitation to give a 
private show to a young invalid living in one 
of the squares on the following afternoon. 

The next morning master had his hair cut, 
brushed, and oiled, and an 'easy shave.' He 
put on a clean shirt, and borrowed a shiny, un- 
comfortable black coat from a ' pal ' in the 
trade, which fitted him after the manner of a 
stiff packing-case. In the afternoon we went 
to a big house in a big square, with a large hall 
supported by columns, between which a fire 
was burning, although it was not winter-time. 
By the side of the fire was a hall-porter's large- 
hooded leather chair, almost as large as our 
movable 'theatre.' Everything was as quiet 
and orderly as if it had been a church, and the 
servants, nearly all men, crept about like 
phantoms. Our 'theatre' was easily carried 
up the broad staircase into a grand room filled 
with lustres, mirrors, statues, tapestry, rich low- 
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toned furniture, and a few pictures. The 
blinds were down, and the room was h'ghted 
with wax-candles. In a small white and gold 
couch-bed, with a pale -blue coverlet, placed 
near a bright fire, was a little girl of about 
eight years. Her round, gentle eyes were like 
those of a seal when it rises from the water ; 
her thin hands, resting on the coverlet, were 
like transparent opals ; her long golden hair 
floated down the pillows like rivulets on each 
side of her pale, flushed face. She had not yet 
left this world — ^a world to her of thoughtful 
care and affection, where her slightest wish was 
law, and where her path had always been 
strewn with roses — but she was very weak and 
very ill. We were there to please an odd 
childish fancy, as she had seen us once in the 
street from a nursery window. Our audience 
consisted chiefly of the child, who might have 
been an angel ; but we were kept in counte- 
nance, if not encouraged, by her lady mother, 
a doctor, a couple of hospital nurses, and a few 
of the servants. We went through our old 
pantomimic story, but not with our unbridled 
street spirit My master was subdued almost 
to the pitch of depression. 
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Judy for once was let off with half the brutal 
assaults ; at least two murders with violence 
were cut out ; the robberies were not quite so 
barefaced ; the policeman, as the representative 
of law and order, was treated with something 
like respect ; and although I, as Nemesis, was 
made more prominent than usual, I felt no 
pleasure in my work, no joy of gratified ambi- 
tion. I even felt no jealousy when, after the 
show was over, Toby, the dog, was selected by 
the angel-child to be petted and fed with little 
sick-room luxuries. In the hall my master and 
his wife and child were regaled with cake and 
wine, and liberally paid. My master spat for 
luck upon the two bits of gold, according to his 
custom, but said outside in the street that he 
had never touched such hard-earned money. 

* Never agen,' he said, speaking to the air — 

* never agen. Nex' time they wants me they 
must put me outside and look out o' the 
winder.' He disappeared through the gaping 
door of a tavern, followed by the woman and 
the dog. I was left outside with my silent 
companions. I hated the mansion, and yet I 
was loath to leave it. It had shown me life 
from another and a softer side. It had cursed 



THE AWAKENED PUPPET 33 

me with knowledge — perhaps with feeling. 
Could I go back to apathy and peace? No. 
Could I go forward ? Where ? I knew there 
was an answer, but I dreaded to seek it. My 
master came from the tavern, scenting the 
street with gin and peppermint. Sadly I 
allowed him to throw me into my miserable 
box, a wretched, discontented, half-awakened 
puppet. 



ONLY A MONGREL 

' He liveth best who loveth best 
All things, both great and small.' 

S. T. Coleridge. 

When I first made the acquaintance of Mongrel 
Town, as an aimless, wandering London stroller, 
I was prepared for a little misconception as to 
my object and character. I got it A thin, 
dirty, barefooted, sharp, terrier-like urchin — 
healthy in body from living in the open air, 
not being over-gorged with food, and being 
always on the move — ' spotted ' me from the 
dilapidated door of a squat house, dying of 
premature old age and 'Jerry' rheumatics. 
This boy thought proper to warn the inmates 
by shouting, ' Mother ! git under the bed ! 
'Ere's the tallyman a-comin !' 

This was hardly a compliment, but it might 
have been worse. I have been taken before 
now for a tax-collector. 
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Mongrel Town is not a sighdy settlement. 
In the old Dickens days it would have borne 
half a yard of descriptive writing. Now people 
are in a greater hurry, and read as they run. 
They take their literature in wafers and essences, 
their newspaper leaders in paragraphs, and their 
novels in the form of intellectual ' meat extracts.' 

Mongrel Town was proud of one thing — its 
gas-works. It had the largest gasometer in 
the world. This was its cathedral, its town- 
hall, its market-place, its monument. Fortu- 
nately it was never much troubled with tourists. 

Outside the gas-works stretched a waste of 
swampy land, dotted here and there with small 
strips of garden ground, devoted mostly to the 
cultivation of sooty vegetables, and adorned 
occasionally with lop-sided, narrow huts, made 
of old wood and tarred canvas, and called 
summer-houses. A few hillocks of ashes and 
dust-contractors' refuse relieved the Dutch flat- 
ness of the ground, and formed a half-mourning 
avenue to the river. The Thames at this point 
evidently suited itself to its company : it was 
leaden, not silvery. 

The * residential ' portion of Mongrel Town 
struck no discordant note of beauty. It had 

3—2 
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been ingeniously constructed so as to evade as 
much as possible the provisions of the Building 
Acts. Dwarf houses ranged in monotonous 
lines on each side of * undedicated ' or vestry- 
neglected roads formed the town. The houses 
were ill-treated by the tenants, but were fully 
inhabited. Population in Mongrel Town was 
fruitful enough to delight the Jingo, the believer 
in 'Empire/ the creator of standing armies, and 
the employer of labour. Children were pro- 
duced without thought, set on their feet with- 
out clothing, and left to themselves, the wheels 
of a coal-waggon, the charitable public, or the 
devil. The maternal instinct occasionally 
showed itself, as it does among cannibals. 
Some of the open street-door holes were 
partially boarded across to prevent crawling 
babies getting into the street, and from there 
to eternity. One pampered infant was provided 
with an egg -chest with a see -saw floor, on 
which it sat, with a grinning dummy figure 
in front of it that bowed like a mandarin. 
The more the child stamped its feet the more 
the figure grinned, and the more it grinned the 
more the child laughed. These were known as 
' the twins,' and belonged to a travelling show- 



ONLY A MONGREL 37 

man and his wife — the 'vagabonds' of the 
settlement. 

The most commanding corner block was, as 
usual, a gin-shop, with a gas-lamp about the 
size of a large fire-balloon, which helped to 
light the dingy street, saved, so far, the 
pockets of the ratepayers, and was the one 
bright spot in the sombre settlement. In this 
best of all possible worlds even a gin-shop has 
its uses. 

I cultivated the acquaintance of the boy who 
had taken me for the tallyman, and, con- 
sequently, a capitalist. 

* What's your name ?* I asked. 

'Dunno,' he replied, rubbing his nose with 
the back of his grimy hand. 

* Never been christened ?' 
' Dunno.' 

* What do they call you ?' 

* Lots o' things. Mostly Weasel' 
' What do they call the dog ?* 

' Scum.' 

The dog was a large, loose-limbed, lank- 
bodied, weak-eyed animal caked with mud, of 
an uncertain type, with only one idea — food. 
In searching for food — ^honestly and dishonestly 
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— ^he had suffered considerably. A chopper 
had been thrown at him from a butcher's shop 
where he had been poaching, which cut off part 
of his tail, and one of his legs had been broken 
by a cart, which maimed him while he was 
burrowing for a bone in the rutted roadway, 
thinking of nothing but food— eternal food. 
The Weasel and Scum were* inseparable. 
They shared the same bundle on the floor — 
miscalled a bed — and the same scanty meals. 
The Weasel had not much to give. The 
sliding -scale figures in the baker's window 
were eagerly scanned every morning by little 
domestic scouts. The Weasel was one of 
these. He could not read, and he was either 
too artful or had too much self-respect to say 
so -when he could avoid it. Pointing at the 
card displayed amongst the precious loaves, 
he said to me : 

* Who'd 'a thought it *ad been all that 'ere ?' 

* Down again to fourpence,' I replied. 
•Yus,' he answered; and, followed by the 

limping dog, bolted off to his mother. 

Scum had no friends, or very few, in the 
settlement, because he was not sightly, had 
less than no commercial value, and no sporting 
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spirit He could not fight, kill rats, or draw 
badgers. Like the Weasel, his instincts were 
not very strong, except in the search for food, 
and his education had been sadly neglected. 
He was not invited to the Sunday dog-shows 
in the * good, dry skittle-ground * of the Barge- 
man's Retreat, a damp and soddened pot-house 
on the banks of the leaden river. He was 
hunched from one end of the settlement to the 
other ; superior dogs were encouraged to attack 
him ; he was kicked by men with heavy boots, 
and by imitative boys with bare feet. The 
hulking crowd of ungainly hobbledehoys who 
passed half their evenings and their monotonous 
Sabbath afternoons in playing at pitch-and-toss 
under the railway-arches were always ready to 
throw a brick at him. His only friends were 
the Weasel — who often took his kicks — ^and an 
old woman who sold withered fruit and roasted 
chestnuts at a roadside stall, sitting in part of 
an old dilapidated sedan-chair that once carried 
the patched and powdered lady of quality of the 
early Georgian days between one Queen Anne 
mansion and another in the next-door village 
of Chelsea* In the cold weather Scum got 
warmth, and something more, under the old 
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woman's stall, or found refuge from a scowling 
coalheaver or gas-works labourer. Scum was 
as artful as Weasel The settlement was not 
overridden by police, and when it had internal 
squabbles it was practically left to fight them 
out without official interference; but occasion- 
ally a * rabies ' scare asserted itself, and all dogs 
were ordered to be muzzled. Scum could not 
read, of course, but he knew the shape and 
colour of the * notice ' papers on the walls, and 
as no living soul in the settlement would have 
pawned his Sunday clothes — except Weasel, 
who had no Sunday clothes — to buy a muzzle 
for him, he distinctly withdrew from the public 
view for a few days, and no one, except Weasel, 
knew his hiding-place in the cinder-heaps. By 
this exercise of his natural abilities he escaped 
the inspector, the ' Home ' at Battersea, and its 
lethal chamber for mongrels, and preserved a 
life which very few people thought worth 
preserving. 

The Weasel's domestic circle consisted of a 
mother — before alluded to— who answered to 
Ebenezer Elliott's description : 

' Bone-weary, many-childed, trouble-tried' 

She had had many children by her first 
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husband, but the open-air system of training — 
the happy-go-lucky system — ^had not, in the 
absence of sufficient nourishment, made them 
more than figures in the Registrar-General's 
great account They dropped off one by one 
— ' seemed to pine away, like/ as she graphically 
put it, leaving only the Weasel, who was tough 
and leathery. She married again — b, stoker at 
the gas-works — ^which gave Weasel a not very 
sympathetic step-father. The stoker, whose 
temper was probably tried by too much furnace, 
and possibly to keep himself in health, felt it 
necessary to kick somebody or something 
several times a day. This is where Scum 
came in very useful. Kicks that would have 
gone to the Weasel went to Scum, whose 
elastic ribs were easily broken and as easily 
mended. He was always in perfect training. 

The stoker was a temperance man, and a 
breeder of game-cocks. In spite of Acts of 
Parliament, he fought his birds occasionally 
with spurs like packing-needles. This made 
him respected in the settlement. He was 
distinctly human. He was ' werry partial,' as 
he expressed it, to baked sheep's head ; and he 
played a little on the accordion. 
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Weasel's mother and the stoker had one 
baby, a girl, who came, as the settlement said, 
to put Weasel's ' nose out of joint' This child 
was almost as much pampered as the showman's 
baby. If the stoker more or less ruled the 
settlement, the baby ruled the stoker; con- 
sequently the baby was in reality Queen of 
Mongrel Town. The father played the ac- 
cordion to it after stoking hours; and on its 
birthday a wandering Punch and Judy show 
that had called on its rounds to pay a friendly 
visit to the showman's family was retained to 
give a special performance for the stoker and 
his child, in which the Weasel, as a great 
favour, was allowed to participate. Scum was 
out of this entertainment, and on the prowl, 
as he always avoided the stoker as much as 
possible. 

The summer came, according to the calendar, 
on the river, and the favt)urite amusements of 
the youth of Mongrel Town began. One of 
them was to stand on the sullen-looking bridge 
that crossed from bank to bank, and spit or 
drop stones on the passing craft. It was worth 
no one's while to land and pursue the imps, for 
they ran like race-horses, and could give the 
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slimmest policeman (in regulation boots) a mile, 
and beat him. 

During this particular summer, owing to a 
great building strike, there was less smoke on 
the river and more sun. The same cause 
allowed a few barge-loads of planks, moored 
off a timber - wharf, to lie floating idly in a 
little side harbour, and these were seized upon 
by the imps of Mongrel Town for rafts on 
which they played the favourite game of 
Robinson Crusoe. Legs that had been the 
colour of Ashantee envoys began to look a 
beefy red, and hands that were ignorant of 
soap became suddenly well acquainted with 
water. Weasel was an active leader of the 
sports, first as Man Friday, and then, after he 
got washed, as Robinson Crusoe. These were 
only names to some of the imps, but, for all 
that, were familiar names. Many thought they 
were directors of the great gas-works. 

Where Weasel was, Scum was not far distant, 
and to the amazement of all he showed the best 
qualities of a first-rate water-dog. Perhaps in 
the long-forgotten past the kicked and despised 
mongrel may have had some great water-spaniel 
as an ancestor, or he may have only been a 
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mongrel in disguise. His character rose in the 
settlement ; the stoker had not kicked him for 
three whole days, including a Sunday. It was 
destined to rise still more. The popularity of 
the Crusoe rafts soon increased, and babies in 
arms — if the arms of grubby child-nursemaids 
could be called arms — were brought down, first 
as spectators and then admitted as passengers. 

One day — one miserable day — the planks of 
a raft separated, and the children on it were 
thrown in the water. Some of the most active 
struggled out, some got astride blocks of wood, 
and some — a few — did their best in the panic to 
save others. Amongst those who went under 
were a baby and its child-nurse. Scum dived 
in and came up with the baby in his big, gaunt 
jaws, and brought it safely to land. It was the 
stoker's baby, and he was there, pale and 
agonized, never expecting to see it again alive. 
Scum, for the first time in his life, took no 
notice of the stoker, but dived in again under 
the tangle of planks after the infant nurse. 
The floating timber over their heads was too 
much for them. It was Scum's last exit. 

At the end of the week the death-roll included 
one girl, two boys, and a dog — ^a mongrel. One 
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of the boys was little Weasel. They separated 
the three ' Christians ' from the brute beast that 
perisheth ; but Scum had his triumph. He was 
buried in a bit of ground adjoining the Baptist 
chapely which soon became consecrated. Most 
of the Mongrel Town children were mourners, 
and strewed his grave with flowers. These 
flowers looked sooty to the eye, but meant 
more than the big conservatory at Kew 
Gardens. Mongrel Town, instead of remain- 
ing a term of reproach, became to some extent 
a term of honour. If the dwellers in the 
Wilderness never quite realized the wish of 
the poet, 

* Never to let their pleasures or their pains 
Bring sont)w to the meanest thing that breathes,' 

they did their best; and none of us can do 
more. 



THE EVOLUTION OF THE TAVERN 

The changes that have come over the licensed 
victualling trade during the last sixty years are 
so widespread and so remarkable that they fully 
merit the honour of being dignified with the 
scientific name of 'evolution/ In theory, of 
course, a licensed victualler, as the words 
imply, was always supposed to sell victuals, 
or food, as well as drink, and to have attached 
to his premises at least one room, with a fire- 
place and a window, as well as a door, in which 
the customer could sit down and eat his bit of 
bread and cheese, or his penny saveloy (some- 
times called a ' polony '), and his pattern (pure 
Latin), while the * rum cull ' (slang) of the casa 
(pure Italian) served him with his ' modest 
quencher/ The food was nearly always 
brought in by the customer, and rarely pro- 
vided by the publican. 
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The counter of an ordinary public-house sixty 
years ago was laid out purely for drink business, 
and the * bar-parlour/ or a small enclosure with 
seats, was reserved for comfortable smoking. 
A travelling conjurer sometimes looked in, with 
a pack of cards, a trick box or two, and a doll 
and bag (for the doll trick) in his capacious 
pockets. By the kind permission of the land- 
lord he gave a little exhibition of his skill, 
taking his payment by a small collection. In 
those days he was called the 'hanky-panky 
man,' the high-sounding term of * prestidigita- 
teur * not having then been imported. 

The first glimpse of food seen on a public- 
house bar counter took the form of biscuits 
—one a tough production, called a ' captain's ' 
biscuit; the other, not quite so tough, called 
an 'Abernethy' biscuit (I presume after the 
celebrated, but rather grumpy, doctor). It 
may have been invented by the man who told 
his over-fed patients to *live on sixpence a day, 
and earn it' 

These biscuits not being suited to delicate or 
imperfect teeth, and not easily softened in liquor, 
were soon supplemented with something softer 
— ^sponge-cakes, the shape of a club on a pack 
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of cards, and an oval piece of pastry called a 
Banbury tart. These delicacies were placed 
upon the counter and covered with a glass 
cover to keep them from the dust, as they 
often remained many days * in stock ' without 
being touched or eaten. In some houses that 
were managed on broad and liberal principles 
the visits of a now extinct wandering tradesman, 
the tossing pieman, were tolerated, if not en- 
couraged. This class of pieman (immortalized 
by Dickens as a professor of ' seasoning ') had 
little pies or tarts containing bits of mutton or 
eels, which he would sell for a penny apiece, or 
toss you for twopence or nothing. 

Another advance-step in the introduction of 
food was made about this time (in the forties) 
by the * beer-shops,' which had just been 
established. They came in with so-called 
* fourpenny ale/ the principal brewer of which 
was Mann, of the Mile End Road. These 
rivals to the fully-licensed houses spread with 
considerable rapidity, the license being more 
easily obtained, the licensee, as a guarantee 
for the good conduct of the house, being com- 
pelled to live upon the premises. Country 
brewers (the 'lager beer' brewers of that 
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period) competed with Mann for the supply 
of 'fourpenny/ and it was left for the Alton 
Ale Brewery to introduce the sandwich into 
the beer trade, and to post up the announce- 
ment in the many places then under their 
control : * A glass of ale and a sandwich for 
fourpence/ This new development of business 
must have been very successful, for it provoked 
the attacks of the satirist. A beer-shop in the 
City Road, within sight of the Angel at Islington 
(which, as a matter of fact, is in Clerkenwell), 
put up the following elaborate parody of the 
Alton ale announcement : 

* Siste Viator ! 

Sdentiffi Potusque Combinatio ! 

A Glass of Ale and an Electric Shock for Fourpence. 

Intra Bibe Suscipe Solve.' 

The * glass of ale and a sandwich for four- 
pence ' did not tempt the fully licensed houses 
to act as mere copyists, and they followed suit 
with a very substantial production that would 
stand a good deal of rough usage on any 
counter without showing much damage. This 
was called a * Melton Mowbray Pork Pie,' and 
it inspired many so-called comic writers — the 
early Punch contributors, followers of Albert 

4 
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Smith, and others — to produce many jokes, 
bad, good, and indifferent. 

By degrees the more or less solitary pork-pie 
gave place to the ' luncheon counter,' with long 
strips of table-cloth, condiments, pickles, cold 
meat, bread, knives, forks, plates, and even 
toothpicks. In a short time the luncheon- 
counter was replaced by a 'grill-room/ and 
chops, steaks, kidneys, sausages, and the luxury 
of hot vegetables made their appearance. The 
next development was the advent of the hot 
joint from twelve to three; then special days 
were set apart for steak-puddings or tripe and 
onions. By degrees fish crept in, followed by 
soup, and even pastry, until at last the public- 
house confessed, with a blush, that it had at 
last consented to be married to a restaurant. 

The public-houses of the United Kingdom 
are now great food caterers, turning over twenty 
millions sterling a year, a fact that was most 
unaccountably kept from the Royal Liquor 
Licensing Commission. 



THE POT-BOY 

The name of * pot-boy * still lingers about the 
tavern, but it is little more than a name, a 
memory of the past, a more or less antiquarian 
bit of ancient social history. The pot-boy was 
associated with pewter, and pewter was associ- 
ated with the pot-boy — in many cases good old 
pewter that is now eagerly sought for by 
collectors, that often fetches as high a price as 
old Sheffield plate, if it scarcely reaches the 
record of Old Whitbread's celebrated 'service.' 
The pot-boy loved his pewter ; he passed many 
hours each day in its company ; he polished it 
with care and affection, was proud of its silver 
brightness, and taxed his ingenuity to discover 
any new cleansing material His three measures 
were the pint, the half-pint, and the quart pot 
— measures devoted to ' glorious beer ' ; the 
quartern, the half- quartern and the gill he 

4—2 



52 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

tolerated without admiration. As an artistic 
cleaner he gave them a good appearance, but 
that was all. 

The pot-boy lived in his shirt-sleeves, except 
on the days when he had a holiday, and visited 
some other favourite public-house in the suburbs 
— then the country — having the attractions of a 
quoit-ground and a 'good dry skittle-ground.' 
On these occasions his glossy-black coat and 
trousers were made of shiny West of England 
broadcloth, somewhat expensive in the days 
before Doudney sent out the first street ' sand- 
wich . men ' with the stirring legend, ' Reform 
Your Tailors' Bills,' and he even endured the 
misery of a • 'igh tall 'at ' — ^a silk or beaver hat 
— for the sake of appearances. He was no 
longer a pot-boy, a free being in shirt-sleeves, 
but the germ of the future publican. The 
skittle or the quoit-ground put him at his ease, 
as he took off his coat and waistcoat and bird's- 
eye fogle for the game, though he suffered 
sometimes by having his blucher boots made 
more for elegance than comfort. 

The pot-boy in his working hours was never 
so much in his glory as when going ' his rounds.' 
His apron was as clean as that of a French 
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waiter in a first-class Parisian restaurant, his 
hair was nicely oiled, his plush waistcoat 
(double-breasted) was built for effect, his cap 
was a little jaunty, his kicksies had an 'artful 
fakement' down the bottom, his shirt was of 
the latest coloured pattern^ and, if times were 
good, was adorned in the front with a brooch 
as big as a mussel ; his two nests of portable 
shelves, like rabbit-hutches, surmounted by long 
bar handles, which he carried on each side, like 
a milkmaid carries her pails, but without the 
suspending yoke, were as bright as paint could 
make them. Inside these boxes were ranged 
the bright pewter quarts of foaming beer. At 
mid-day, especially, he was waited and watched 
for by the female servants in the * terrace ' or 
the 'crescent' — two names that have been 
almost lost in the modern 'mansions' and 
'gardens' — and the coquettish way in which 
he poured the liquor from the pewter jug to 
the earthenware mug was as pretty as a picture. 
He is a thing of the past, swept away by altered 
manners and the efforts at improvement, but his 
memory — a pleasant memory — is not yet lost in 
the mists of antiquity. 



THE 'GOOD DRY SKITTLE- 

GROUND* 

A FEW taverns in the centre of London, and 
nearly every roadside house in the not very 
distant suburbs, were not considered complete 
in the thirties without an outbuilding entitled 
to the description at the head of this short 
chapter. The * ground ' was sometimes called 
* dry ' without altogether meriting that part of 
the title. It generally had a skylight roof, 
which, unless carefully watched, was apt to 
leak, and the 'ground' underneath in wet 
weather was more or less damp. When care- 
fully watched, the alley was dry, and the 
players comfortable and happy. Underground 
alleys in the centre of London, such as the 
one which existed in Little James Street, 
Covent Garden, and the other which was 
constructed under Bertolini's Italian Caf6, in 
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St Martin's Street, Leicester Square, were 
never troubled with rain-water ; but the Barge- 
man's Paradise, at the Fox -under -the- Hill, 
where the Thames Embankment and the Cecil 
and Savoy Hotels now stand, was often subject 
not only to ' heavy wet ' in the shape of water 
as well as beer, but to troublesome tidal 
influences. 

Skittles, as a game, stretches back to the 
Middle Ages, where I don't propose to follow 
it By skittles I mean ' ninepins,' set up in a 
diamond-shaped form on a solid wooden frame 
with iron plates to mark the position of the 
pins. This game was occasionally varied by 
' four-corners," or ' Dutch pins ' (the game came 
from the Low Countries, and is immortalized in 
Rip Van Winkle), the pins in this case being 
more than double the size of the slim ninepins. 
The science of the game was a perpetual series 
of ' cannons.' The balls used were flat cheese- 
shaped balls, adapted to playing screw strokes 
' over the thumb,' or throwing ' a broad skiver.' 
Some players liked a light ball, and some a 
heavy one. Some threw a sharp, incisive 
stroke, called, for some reason, a ' single ball ' ; 
others (the least skilful players) threw what was 
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called a ' double ball ' — a ball that was made to 
revolve on its broad side as it left the hand of 
the player. If the pins were ' floored ' (a classic 
expression used by Byron in 'Don Juan'), it 
was more by brute force than science. Science 
was always justified, as the board was often left 
with many straggling 'doubles/ and heaps of 
useless ' dead wood ' to be jeered at. 

When skittles was the favourite game of a 
simple-minded generation, the landlord in busi- 
ness generally wore a white or whitey-brown 
apron, like his pot-boy. Billiards then were 
scarcely known outside the few leading clubs, 
though a bastard billiards, called very properly 
* bagatelle,' was replacing ' shove-halfpenny ' in 
the tap- room. * Shove -halfpenny,' for some 
mysterious reason known only to the Legisla- 
ture, was declared illegal. I have played the 
game at Oberammergau, in Bavaria, in the 
lager beer intervals of the * Passion Play/ with 
some of the representatives of Biblical char- 
acters. If I played it at Bethnal Green I 
should be taken into custody. 

The 'good dry skittle-ground,' when kept 
select, which it generally was, was as favourite 
a ' lounge ' of the middle-class neighbours and 
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tradesmen as the tavern parlour. The music- 
hall, as we know it now, had not been invented, 
though * harmonic meetings' were occasionally 
held in the ' long-room ' upstairs, if the tavern 
had a long-room, which on other occasions was 
devoted to the purposes of a Masonic lodge or 
a meeting - place for the Ancient Order of 
Bufialoes. The age was the age of long pipes 
(* churchwardens ') and pewter pots ; rum and 
water hot^ with a little lemon and sugar, had 
not gone out of fashion ; ^ porter ' was drunk 
with enjoyment out of the cool metal mug ; 
* soda-water* was a legend. Cigars were known, 
certainly, but cigarettes had never been heard 
of, and the luxurious smoked a meerschaum 
pipe, which also came from Holland, and was 
afterwards called a ' mynheer ' (alluding to Van 
Dunck), which its owner tried his best to 
colour. More than this, the American bowling 
alley had not been imported by Kilpach, of 
Covent Garden. The pot-boy, in his hour of 
ease, was allowed in the skittle-ground as the 
favourite attendant, where he earned a few tips 
as the ' setter up ' of pins. This setting up 
was an art. One pot-boy would arrange the 
whole nine on their legs while another pot- 
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boy was fumbling with a front double. The 
arcadian and happy simplicity of the skittle- 
ground was occasionally disturbed by the 
entrance of professional 'skittle sharps/ who 
concealed their skill, and made a living by 
betting on it. They were generally known, 
like the tramping conjurers of the period, and 
when * spotted/ or failing to find gullible * mugs/ 
they often gave an example of their art for the 
gratification of the company. A pin set up in 
the centre of the diamond four was knocked 
out, leaving the four corner pins standing. A 
penny put on the top of this centre pin was 
knocked off without disturbing the five, or a 
pin mounted on the centre pin was knocked 
clean away with the same result in the same 
manner. As players, when not known, the 
'sharps' behaved themselves, and 'made one 
of four ' in the most agreeable manner. Some 
grounds encouraged them, and some not, but 
classed them with the pig's-trotter seller and 
the tossing pieman. 



THE RAT AND COCKROACH 

There is one triumphant absurdity of our 
licensing system which I am never tired of 
contemplating — the rebuilding of the pot-house. 
I hold, we will say, that great and blessed 
privilege, a full wine, spirit, and beer license — 
a seven days' license — an on and off license. 
This license is enshrined in an old tumble- 
down drinking temple, called the Rat and 
Cockroach, a favourite house with antiquaries, 
because when one of Pickford's vans rumbles 
past the Rat and Cockroach shakes like a 
calf's-foot jelly, and lives on the reputation of 
having been a favourite tap-house of Jack 
Sheppard. 

The Rat and Cockroach, in spite of its 
historical reputation, is, however, condemned as 
a dangerous structure by the district surveyor, 
and no appeal to the Society for the Preserva- 
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tion of Fossil Buildings can save it. While 
they are weeping over the necessity of losing 
such a valuable specimen of medieval architec- 
ture (there are plenty more left in Holywell 
Street and Wych Street), the roof falls in and 
destroys an antediluvian garret (antediluvian, 
because it existed before the house was 
licensed) on the second floor. The brewer and 
the distiller, the soda-water merchant and the 
biscuit merchant, to say nothing of the pork- 
pie factor, are consulted, and it is decided 
to rebuild the pot-house with all the latest 
improvements — pot-bellied windows, with small 
panes of glass that no one can see out of, 
polished mahogany narrow passages, lamps 
about the size of passenger balloons, and 
ceramic tiled walls representing Sir John 
Falstaff in a beastly state of intoxication. The 
first step taken is to demolish the old building. 
This, according to an old superstition of the 
licensing laws, must be done without removing 
the owners and managers, the tubs, the taps, 
and all the paraphernalia of the bar, to avoid 
vitiating or losing the sacred license. The bar 
and bar-parlour are encompassed with timber ; 
cross-beams, supported by perpendicular and 
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oblique beams, are cleverly inserted across the 
ceiling; a match-box casing is put round this 
kernel of the pot-house ; and the Rat and 
Cockroach, for the time being — that time being 
six months, at least— might be appropriately 
re-christened the Brickbat and Packing Case. 

For several weeks, until the work of demoli- 
tion has ceased, the business is carried on 
under superhuman difficulties, but supported by 
a devoted band of customers, who seem to take 
a delight in drinking beer that is thickened with 
brickdust, in dodging bricklayers' labourers 
and defeating obtrusive scaffold - poles. The 
pot-boy sleeps under the counter all this time, 
not to break the continuity of possession, and 
though fairly temperate and not addicted to 
perforating casks, he rises every morning like 
a giant refreshed with wine. Cement is made 
acquainted with brandy, and brandy with 
cement ; the brown stout becomes browner 
every day, and appears, owing to some un- 
known element in the liquor, to become more 
substantial and nourishing — quite as much a 
solid as a fluid ; a builder is saved from sudden 
death by being too drunk to know his dangerous 
position on the scaffold (this is not an argu- 
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ment in favour of drinking) ; an iron girder, also 
drunk, smashes about five pounds' worth of 
glass, which increases instead of diminishing 
the price of the contract ; for twenty-four hours 
the whole establishment is kept in suspense, 
while it is a question whether the next house, 
said not to have been properly shored up, will 
fall and crush us, with about sixty ' residential 
chambers.' 

The pot-boy strikes and leaves because he 
cannot get compensation for a black eye, being 
unable to fix responsibility on any solvent 
person. Another pot-boy comes, who declines 
to sleep under the counter, is very partial to 
rum, and robs the till, and the only comfort is 
the summer's afternoon and the drive in- the one- 
horse *shay,' with the showy trotting horse. 
Hendon in those days is something more than 
Hendon. The Welsh 'Arp (from arpa, Italian) 
is the Arpa Angelica — ^a foretaste of Paradise. 



THE ILLEGAL PERIWINKLE 



A FABLE FOR THE LICENSING COMMISSION 



Once upon a time there were three periwinkles 
bom and brought up together, but doomed, like 
many more important atoms of creation, to go 
into the world to fulfil their destiny. They 
parted, never to see each other again, and went 
in different directions. One found its way to a 
street stall, where, although it lived in the open 
air like a vagabond, it was a decent member of 
society, observing and respecting the law, occupy- 
ing a perfecdy legal position, and being sold 
long after midnight (with the accompanying 
pin) to a night cabman, and eaten by the light 
of a tow and oil lamp without producing any 
mollycoddling prosecution. 

Another found its way to a late fishmonger's, 
where everything was sold to be taken or sent 
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away, where no pincushion was ever kept, and 
nothings not even an oyster, was ' consumed on 
the premises.' It was carried long after mid- 
night into an appreciative but late-hour family 
of printers, and was eaten in the usual way in 
a sky-parlour, and died respected. 

The third periwinkle fell into more evil ways. 
It got into a ' refreshment house,* or coffee-shop, 
bound to hold an excise license, and close at ten 
o'clock at night, after which hour no self-respect- 
ing periwinkle (in a coffee-shop) ought ever to 
be seen by mortal eyes. One riotous night it 
was bought and eaten by a reckless roysterer 
(' on the premises ') at ten minutes past ten, as 
proved by the parish church clock, duly checked 
by Greenwich time, and its master was prose- 
cuted by an ever-watchful police, who look after 
illegal periwinkles, burglars and murderers. 



THE PIONEERS OF EARL'S COURT 

In no world does the principle of evolution 
reign more forcibly than in the world of amuse- 
ment. To-day, thanks to energy, enterprise, 
taste, capital, an enormous London population, 
an ever-increasing floating population, and the 
universal shilling, we have the stupendous 
concrete exhibition known as Earl's Court. 
What was its origin? Who was its father? 
The London tea-garden. 

Its aristocratic progenitors — Marylebone 
Gardens, Ranelagh, and Vauxhall, with the 
exception of the last place in its later and 
perhaps degenerate days — did not appeal to 
the 'swinish multitude.' They were choice 
resorts of the fashionable world, modelled, to 
a certain extent, on the pump-rooms of 
Tunbridge Wells and Bath ; and their history 
is embalmed, if not written, in the letters and 

5 
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memoirs of the last century. Richardson, 
Smollett, and Fielding touch upon them ; and 
the dramatists, as usual, follow the novelists. 
These choice resorts lived in an atmosphere of 
fine clothes, lace, scent, little affectations and 
deportment, before the distinction between the 
classes and the masses was swept away by the 
deluge of sans-culottism. The universal shilling 
was only then just peeping above the horizon. 

Small as London was then, these places had 
their little suburban imitators, the imitators 
existing when the originals had gone out of 
fashion and into bricks-and-mortar. Maryle- 
bone Gardens (part of Devonshire Place) were 
the first to go, in 1778; Ranelagh (part of 
Grosvenor Road, Pimlico) followed about 1802, 
though remnants of its lath-and-plaster glories 
lingered about the neighbourhood for forty years 
afterwards ; and Vauxhall, adapting itself after 
a fashion to the new spirit of the age and the 
universal shilling, was not strangled by the 
speculative and all-devouring builder until the 
middle of the fifties, when Lord Cremome's 
well -wooded and park -like estate at Chelsea 
had been turned into a successful pleasure- 
garden. 
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The most prominent imitations of the Rane- 
lagh type were Bagnigge Wells, on the banks 
of the Fleet Ditch at Cler ken well, on the north 
side of London, and Beulah Spa, at Norwood, 
on the south side. Both these places possessed 
springs and waters with alleged medicinal 
properties, which received some little aid from 
fresh air, and a good deal more from imagina- 
tion. Long after Sadler's Wells had been 
turned from a * well-house ' into a local theatre, 
the northern copy, on a small scale, of Vauxhall, 
at Pentonville, known as White Conduit House, 
was a popular place of amusement, combining 
theatre, concert-room^ and ball-room, in a small 
garden, with scenic temples and cheap classical 
statues, which became the prey of the watchful 
builder in 1849. On the eastern side of the 
mountain, lower down in the City Road, stood 
the Eagle Tavern and Pleasure Gardens, which, 
as described by Dickens in his 'Sketches by 
Boz ' in the thirties, was a second or third-rate 
Vauxhall, suited to the moderate wants of the 
neighbourhood. The Eagle has a history which 
would fill a volume, and it exists to-day as a 
Salvation Army depdt, bricked in by small 
houses. 

5—2 
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Above this place, northwards, in Shepherdess 
Walk, on the road to Islington, was the Albert 
Saloon, a winter and summer theatre, standing 
in a garden that might have been copied from 
the open-air theatre in Prague, or some of the 
summer playhouses in Italy. The stage had 
two prosceniums, built at right angles to each 
other, one looking into the gardens, for fine 
weather, and the other looking into the saloon, 
for wet or cold weather. The gardens, of course, 
have been built upon, and the saloon is turned 
into a storehouse for the Britannia Theatre at 
Hoxton. 

Across the Shepherd and Shepherdess Fields, 
through Lower Islington, following the winding 
line of the New River, you came to Canonbury 
Tavern, a place that occasionally indulged in 
garden fdtes and fireworks. Further on came 
Highbury Barn, a place for public dinners, 
dances, bean-feasts, and occasional entertain- 
ments. In its later days, before it was bought 
up and built upon, it became a theatre, music- 
hall, and garden — run as a kind of northern 
Cremorne, and not much beloved by its highly* 
respectable surroundings. 

Following the curves of the New River, past 
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the Sluice House, you came to Hornsey Wood 
House, now the centre of Finsbury Park, a 
place more devoted to the sport of pigeon- 
shooting than to musical attractions. Turning 
eastward, at a corner of the Green Lanes — the 
favourite hunting-ground of those Cockney 
sportsmen, the creatures of Seymour the 
artist's imaginative sketches, which Mr. Edward 
Chapman's 'Young Man' (Charles Dickens) was 
employed to 'write up to' — you came to the 
Manor House, a favourite tavern term in those 
days, where, before Bank Holidays were in- 
vented, Easter and Whit Monday, at least, 
were always celebrated with music, fireworks, 
rope-dancers, and street -acrobats. Further 
eastward, you came to the Red Cow, at 
Dalston, a tea-garden and recognised place 
of entertainment, ' licensed pursuant to Act of 
Parliament of the Twenty-fifth of King George 
the Second.' Near here was a pleasure-garden, 
at Hackney Wick, close to what the multitude 
still call the Cat and Mutton Fields, which 
were only secured to the public after repeated 
and determined battles with squatters. At 
Mare Street, Hackney, was another Manor- 
House in a garden, which now exists as a 
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bricked-in concert-hall. At the extreme east- 
end of London were the Globe Gardens at 
Mile End, and the Garden Theatre, afterwards 
known as Lusby's, and now the site of the 
Grand Paragon Theatre* 

On the Surrey side there was a Rosemary 
Branch, at Peckham, which copied the tea- 
garden glories of another Rosemary Branch, 
near the white-lead works at Hoxton, where a 
somewhat stagnant lake was held to be an 
attraction, like a similar lake at the Canonbury 
Tavern. The great feature, however, of the 
Surrey side was, for many years, the Surrey 
Zoological Gardens, at Walworth, where, in 
addition to a moderate display of animals, was 
a lake with a pasteboard presentment of the 
Castle of St Angelo, at Rome, a promenade 
concert of some pretension, and a nightly dis- 
play of fireworks, ornamental and explosive. 
JuUien, in the height of his well - deserved 
popularity, gave some gigantic concerts here, 
and the place was eventually taken by the late 
Frederick Strange, who developed it at the cost 
of a large fortune. The big concert -hall he 
erected still remains, but the gardens are bricks 
and mortar. 
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Apart from numerous tea-gardens situated 
in various parts of outlying London, having 
music and dancing licenses, and taverns 
like the Monster at Pimlico and the York- 
shire Stingo in the New Road, Marylebone, 
which kept up, to the best of their knowledge 
and ability, what we may call the Vauxhall 
traditions, the multitude had three or four 
tolerated, if not licensed, annual orgies in 
the shape of metropolitan fairs, and one out- 
side these limits, but within easy distance, at 
Greenwich. Bartholomew Fair at Smithfield 
has had several historians, and Greenwich Fair 
has not been neglected for want of descriptive 
writers ; but Camberwell and Stepney have not 
been quite so fortunate. They were all much 
alike in their general features, Bartholomew 
Fair being the worst, because of its mixture 
with a rampant cattle-market. Those who re- 
member these festivals of noise, dirt, drunken- 
ness, and vulgarity, pitched, as at Camberwell, 
in the centre of a quiet, decorous, residential 
district, are right in believing that education 
and public decency have shown no greater 
advance than in the selection and conduct of 
public amusements. Much of this is un- 
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doubtedly traceable to the great Exhibition 
of 185 1, and what it left in its train. It led 
up to the foundation of the Crystal Palace at 
Sydenham, one of those institutions, peculiar to 
England, which benefit everybody but their 
own shareholders. It was probably started 
with a too lavish outlay of capital, and a too 
great belief in the attractive power of museums 
and object-lessons. Much of the money sunk 
in the form of practical education — in bringing 
facsimile reproductions of the great monuments 
and features of the world almost to the Cockney 
doorstep — is lost for ever ; but no one can say 
that during the last forty years or more it may 
not have produced effects that almost justify the 
outlay. Observant cynics in 1853 foretold the 
advent of Brock and Blondin and the pre- 
dominance of the refreshment contractor; but 
it was safe and common-sense prophecy. Bread 
and games have always been a necessity with 
the multitude. Human nature is the same in 
all ages and all countries. That alone is 
stationary. The world moves onward. What 
is looked upon as impossible or impracticable 
to-day is accepted as a matter of course to- 
morrow. It may not be long before the South 
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Kensington Museum — admirable in every re- 
spect — adds music to its many attractions. It 
may not be long before a caf6 and a music- 
garden are conceded in Hyde Park, and 
London is brought up to the level of 
Vienna. 



MY IDEAL FLAT 

In the beginning, or very near the beginning, 
an Englishman's house was his castle. He 
lived within sturdy stone walls; his street- 
door was a drawbridge ; his latchkey was a 
bugle - horn ; his protection was a ditch^ 
politely called a moat, but in reality a sewer ; 
his notice to quit was a siege. If he was 
strong enough, he defied the writ of ejectment; 
if not, he had a fight for his money, and 
succumbed to battle-axes, stones, catapults, 
and bows and arrows. 

In the fulness of time population increased, 
oozed out of the castle, and struck root, after a 
fashion, in the plains. Caves and camps came 
first; huts followed; and these by slow yet 
certain evolution became gabled houses. The 
city was created, surrounded by walls. These 
walls were fortified. The ditch of the castle 
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was imitated on a larger scale. The streets 
inside the city were necessarily narrow, and the 
houses as close together as they are in Seville. 
You could shake hands with your opposite 
neighbour across the footway. In Seville the 
street plan was governed by an aggressive sun ; 
in the medieval city it was governed by the 
law of self-preservation. Our ancestors were 
not fools. They were as fond of light, air, and 
broad thoroughfares as their descendants, but 
they lived in the *good old times,' and these 
commonplace luxuries were denied them. 
There was no gas, and the drawbridges were 
closed at dusk. Once within the walls, they 
drank their mead and sack, and enjoyed 
themselves. If they went to bed early, it 
was because they rose early, not because 
the Witenagemote willed it. Now, many 
centuries later, our tavern — the gin-shop in the 
Seven Dials, and the restaurant in Piccadilly — 
closes at half-past twelve, and we are (theoreti- 
cally) sent to bed by Act of Parliament 

In the fulness of time the open town sprang 
from the loins of the fortified city. God made 
the country and man made the town. (See 
copy-book maxims.) The devil seized them 
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both. In the country, close to the town, he 
built semi-detached villas; in the town he 
invented the street. Yes, the street; the 
London street! The best graphic description 
of it is Yvette Guilbert's — * a box of dominoes 
set on end.' Prose fails me to describe it. I 
must drop into poetry, with the kind per- 
mission of John Keats : 

'A thing of hom>r is a curse for erer ; 
Its ugliness increases ; it will never 
Light up our dull existence, but will keep 
A heavy nightmare for us while we sleep.' 

People exist in streets, as they do in diving- 
bells and condemned cells. It is not life. 

As towns increased in size the market-place 
disappeared, and the shopkeeper was invented. 
From that moment the castle theory of the 
house became dead — as dead as a door-nail or 
a red-herring. The shopkeeper, in time, 
chiefly owing to his folly and short-sighted 
rapacity, encouraged the growth of a destruc- 
tive monster called the 'Stores,' as the street 
encouraged the growth of another destructive 
monster called the ' residential mansion.' 
These four powers are still fighting against 
each other, and at the moment it is as difficult 
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to say which is the St. George and which is 
the Dragon as it is to say which side will 
ultimately be entitled to crow as victor. 

The residential mansion began in the 
humble form of a so-called ' model ' lodging- 
house. It was 'tried on the dog' first, and, 
of course, at the East End of London — the 
favourite dissecting theatre for experiments. It 
had many faults. It pulled down slum pro- 
perty, the defective homes of weavers and 
costers, and raised on the site a mansion or 
barrack aspiring to the skies, to house the 
working classes. The weaver and the coster 
were put to the door. No shuttle was 
allowed in the rooms and no barrow in the 
yard — the courtyard, far too courdy. The 
weaver and the coster were like Adam and 
Eve in one case and the Peri in another. 
Their places were taken by clerks and ware- 
housemen from Wood Green and Tottenham. 
The early 'model' lodging-house was cemented 
with 'good intentions.' It might have been 
built by the Pandemonium Paving Company, 
Limited. 

What was being done for the submerged 
tenth was soon imitated for the Upper Ten — 



78 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

literally the Upper Ten. The * cloud-capped * 
garret soon became as common as penny buses. 
One triumph was erected at Westminster, a 
building of thirteen stories, apparently sup- 
ported by a squat arch, which looked like the 
mouth of a railway tunnel supporting a per- 
pendicular town. Examining these ' bean- 
stalk' mansions more closely, the most un- 
observant 'Jack' must have been struck — ^and 
unpleasantly struck, if he had ever 'done time' 
— by one unaesthetic and prominent feature : 
he was looking at a house of correction stand- 
ing on end. 

I have lived much in flats and 'upper 
parts' — on high levels for light and air, and 
in central neighbourhoods for convenience. 
London is sixteen miles long and eight miles 
broad, and the wear and tear, to say nothing of 
the expense of distances, is considerable. 

I know flat-land thoroughly, both French and 
English. I have had a sky-floor in Paris, have 
lived in a London ' model ' lodging-house, and 
have rented one of Lord Rowton's 'cubicles.' 
I have my ideal in flats. I like a set thoroughly 
self-contained, where I can come and go per- 
fectly unheeded by man, woman, child, cat, dog. 
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or house-porter — above all, the house-porter. 
My objection to cat and dog is humanitarian. 
Flats may do for men with immortal souls, but 
they are no places for animals. When my 
time comes — the happy time that will come to 
all of us — I can toil up the stairs of my ideal 
flat for the last time uncontaminated by lifts, 
and die peaceably in my bed, without fuss or 
leave-taking. Even my death will remain a 
secret until the landlord calls for his rent, and 
finds that his solitary tenant has gone still 
higher in the world, leaving the quarter's rent 
in a bit of paper on the dressing-table. 
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Wandering one morning into the Lowther 
Arcade, I found myself behind an old man and a 
little girl. The man was very feeble and tottering 
in his steps, and the child was very young. 1 1 was 
near the Christmas season, and many children, 
richly dressed, in the care of mothers, sisters, 
and nursery -^governesses, were loading them- 
selves with all kinds of amusing and expensive 
toys. The vaulted roof re-echoed with the 
sounds of young voices, shrill whistles, wiry 
tinklings of musical go-carts, the rustling of 
paper, and the notes of cornopeans or pianos. 
It was the Exhibition of 1851 repeated in 
miniature, the toys of manhood being ex- 
changed for the toys of youth. 

My old man and my little girl were not 
amongst the happy buyers or the richly dressed, 
for they were evidently very poor. They had 
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wandered into the bazaar to feast upon its 
sights, and it was difficult to say which was 
the more entranced of the two. The old man 
gazed about him with a vacant, gratified smile 
upon his face, and the child was too young to 
know that any barrier existed to prevent her 
plucking the tempting fruit which she saw 
hanging in clusters on every side. This barrier 
— the old, thick, black, impassable barrier of 
poverty — though invisible to the child, was not 
invisible to me, and I blamed the old man for 
turning her steps into such a glittering, en- 
chanted cavern, whose walls were really lined, 
to her, with bitterness and despair. 

* Why don't we live here, gran'da i^' asked the 
child. 

The old man gave no other answer than a 
weak laugh. 

* Why don't I have a house like that i^' con- 
tinued the child^ pointing to a bright doU's- 
house displayed upon a stall, and trying to drag 
her guardian towards it. 

The old man still only laughed feebly as he 
shuffled past the attraction ; and before the 
thought had struck me that I might have 
purchased a cheap pleasure by giving this 

6 
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house to the child, they were both lost in the 
pushing, laughing crowd. 

This incident naturally set me thinking about 
toys, and their effect in increasing the amount 

of human happiness. I asked myself if I, , 

a respectable, middle-aged man of moderate 
means, was free from the influence of these 
powerful trifles. I was compelled, in all the 
cheap honesty of self-examination, to answer 
* No.' I felt, upon reflection, that I was even 
weaker than the poor child I had just seen. 
The chief toy that I was seeking for was an 
ideal house that I had never been able to find. 
I was led away by a vague sentiment about the 
poetry of neighbourhoods — a secret consuming 
passion for red-brick — a something that could 
hardly be weighed or spanned ; the echo of an 
old song ; the mists of a picture ; the shadow of 
a dream. She was led away by no such un- 
substantial phantoms. Her eyes had suddenly 
rested for a few moments upon her childish 
paradise, and a few shillings would have made 
her happy. I, on the contrary, had exhausted 
years in searching for my paradise, but without 
a prospect of success. 

The fact is, I have got an unfortunate habit 
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of looking back. I am fond of the past, though 
only in a dreamy, unsystematic way. My history 
is a little out of order, and I am no authority 
upon dates, but I like to hover about places. I 
cannot tell the day, the hour, or even the year, 
in which the Battle of Sedgemoor occurred ; but 
I have gloated over the old roadside mill from 
which the Duke of Monmouth watched his 
losing contest, and the old houses at Bridg- 
water, whose roofs were then probably crowded 
with women and children. I have even been 
through the straggling village of Weston Zoy- 
land, and into the sanded tavern where the late 
Lord Macaulay resided for weeks while he 
wrote this portion of his history. I have heard 
the landlord's proud account of his distinguished 
guest, and how ' he worrited about the neigh- 
bourhood.' This interesting fact, so I am in- 
formed, is duly recorded, upon my authority, in 
the latest edition of ' Men of the Time.' My 
only objection to the late Lord Macaulay is 
that he was one of these men of the time — of 
my own time. If Gibbon had been the careful 
historian of Sedgemoor, the village pot-house 
would have had a finer old crusted flavour to 
my taste. The sentiment that governs me 

6—2 
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scarcely blooms under a hundred years, neither 
more nor less. I cannot learn to love the 
Elizabethan times; they are too remote. I 
have no more real sympathy with 1550 than 
with 1850. I can tolerate the seventeenth 
century ; but the eighteenth always * stirs my 
heart like a trumpet' 

Notwithstanding all this, I am not an 
obstructive man ; I am not a fogey. I take 
the good the gods provide me. I have no pre- 
judices against gas, though I wish it could be 
supplied without so much parochial quarrelling. 
It may generate poison, as certain chemists 
assert; but it certainly generates too many 
pamphlets and public meetings. I use the 
electric telegraph ; I travel by the railway ; 
and I am thankful to their inventors and 
originators. The moment, however, I leave 
the railway I plunge rapidly into the past. I 
never linger for a moment at the bright, new, 
damp, lofty railway-hotel (I hate the name of 
hotel, although I know it springs from hostelry), 
nor amongst the mushroom houses that rally 
round the station. My course is always through 
the distant trees, beyond the dwarfish, crumbling 
church, whose broad, low windows seem to have 
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taken root amongst the flat, uneven tombstones, 
into the old town or village, into its very heart 
— its market-place — and up to the brown old 
door of its oldest inn. I know everything that 
can be said against such places. They are very 
yellow ; they have too strong a flavour of stale 
tobacco-smoke; their roofs are low, and their 
floors have a leaning either to one side or the 
other. Their passages are dark, and often built 
on various levels, so that you may tumble down 
into your bed-chamber, or tumble up into your 
sitting-room, shaking every tooth in your head 
or possibly biting your tongue. These may be 
serious drawbacks to some people, but they are 
not so serious to me, and I am able to find 
many compensating advantages. The last 
vestige of the real old able-bodied port lingers 
only in such nooks and corners, and is served 
out by matronly servants, like housekeepers in 
ancient families. I know one inn of the kind 
where the very * boots ' looks positively vener- 
able. He wears a velvet skull-cap that Cardinal 
Wolsey might have been proud of ; he has saved 
ten thousand pounds in his humble servitude, 
and is a large landed proprietor in the county. 
Prosperity has not made him inattentive. No 
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one will give your shoes such an enduring 
polish, or call you up for an early train with 
such unerring punctuality. 

With these sentiments, fancies, and prejudices 
in favour of the past, joined to a fastidious, 
quaintly luxurious taste and limited funds, it is 
hardly to be wondered at that I have searched 
long and vainly for my ideal dwelling. I might, 
perhaps, have found it readily enough in the 
country, but my habits only allowed me to seek 
it in town. I am a London man, London born 
and London bred — a genuine Cockney, I hope, 
of the school of Dr. Johnson and Charles Lamb. 
I cannot tear myself away from old taverns, old 
courts and alleys, old suburbs (now standing in 
the very centre of the town), old print-shops, 
old mansions, old archways, and old churches. 
I must hear the London chimes at midnight or 
life would not be worth a jot. I hear them, as 
they were heard a century and more ago, for 
they are the last things to change ; but forty or 
fifty years have played sad havoc with land 
and brick and stone. Fire has done some- 
thing ; metropolitan improvements have done 
more. Not only do I mourn over what is lost, 
but what is gained. The town grows newer 
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every day that it grows older. I know it must 
be so — I know it ought to be so ; I know it is 
a sign of increased prosperity and strength. I 
see this with one half of my mind, while I abhor 
it with the other. I cannot love New Oxford 
Street while St. Giles's Church and old Holborn 
still remain. I have no affection for Bayswater 
and Notting Hill, but a tender remembrance of 
Tyburn Gate. I feel no sensation of delight 
when I hear the name of St. John's Wood or 
the Regent's Park; and Camden Town is a 
thing of yesterday that I treat with utter con- 
tempt. If I allow my footsteps to wander along 
Piccadilly and through Knightsbridge, they turn 
down, on one side, into Chelsea, or up, on the 
other side, into Kensington, leaving Brompton 
unvisited in the middle. I am never tired of 
sitting under the trees in Cheyne Walk, of 
walking round the red bricks and trim gravel 
pathways of Chelsea Hospital, of peeping 
through the railings at Gough House, or 
watching the old Physic Garden from a boat 
on the river. I am never weary of roaming 
hand-in-hand with an amiable, gossiping com- 
panion, like Leigh Hunt, listening to stories at 
every doorstep in the old town, and repeopling 
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faded, half-deserted streets with the great and 
little celebrities of the past I never consider a 
day ill spent that has ended in plucking daisies 
upon Kew Green, or in wasting an hour or two 
in the cathedral stillness of Charter House 
Square. I am fond of tracing resemblances, 
perhaps imaginary, between Mark Lane and 
Old Highgate, and of visiting old merchants' 
decayed mansions far away in tarry Poplar. I 
could add a chapter to Leigh Hunt's pleasant 
essay upon City trees,* and tell of many 
fountains and flower-gardens that stand under 
the windows of dusky counting-houses. 

Humanizing as such harmless wandering 
ought to be, it seems only to make me break 
a commandment. I am sorely afraid that I 
covet my neighbour's house. When I find the 
nearest approach to my ideal, my daydream, 
my toy dwelling, it is always in the occupation 
of steady, unshifting people. Such habitations 
in or near London seem to descend as heir- 
looms from generation to generation. They 
are never to be let; they are seldom offered 
for sale ; and the house-agent, the showman of 

* ' The Town ; its Memorable Characters and Events.' 
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'eligible villas/ is not familiar with them. I 
will describe the rarity. 

It must be built of red brick, not earlier than 
1650, not later than 1750, picked out at the 
edges with slabs of yellow stone. It must not 
be too lofty, and must be equally balanced on 
each side of its doorway. It must stand 
detached, walled in on about an acre of ground, 
well surrounded by large old trees. Its roof 
must be sloping ; and if crowned with a bell- 
turret, so much the better. Its outer entrance 
must be a lofty gate of flowered ironwork, 
supported on each side by purple-red brick 
columns, each one surmounted by a globe of 
stone. Looking through the tracery of this 
iron gate, you must see a few broad white 
steps leading up to the entrance-hall. The 
doorway of this hall must be dark and massive, 
the lower half wood and the upper half window- 
framed glass. Over the top must be a project- 
ing hood-porch filled with nests of wood-carving, 
representing fruit, flowers, and figures, brown 
with age. Looking through the glass of the 
hall-door, you must see more carving like this 
along the lofty walls; and a broad staircase, 
with banisters dark as ebony, leading up to a 
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long narrow window^ shaded by the rich wings 
of a spreading cedar-tree. 

The rooms of this mansion will necessarily 
be in keeping with its external features, pre- 
senting many unexpected, irregular closets and 
corners, with perhaps a mysterious double stair- 
case leading down to the cellars, to which a 
romantic, unauthenticated story is attached. 
Such houses are none the worse for being filled 
with legends, for having one apartment, at leasts 
with a reputed murder-stain upon its floor, and 
for being generally alluded to as Queen Eliza- 
beth's palaces, although probably not built for 
nearly a century after that strong-minded 
monarch's death. 

The window-shutters are none the worse for 
being studded with alarm-bells as thick as grapes 
upon a fruitful vine, as an additional comfort is 
derived from the security of the present when 
we are made to reflect upon the dangers of the 
past. A few rooks will give an additional 
charm to the place; and it will be pleasant, 
when a few crumbs are thrown upon the gravel, 
to see a fluttering cloud of sparrows dropping 
down from the sheltering eaves. 

With regard to the neighbourhood in which 
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such a house should stand, it must be essentially 
ripe. Better that it should be a little faded, a 
little deserted, a little unpopular, and very un- 
fashionable, than so dreadfully raw and new. 
It should have a flavour of old literature, old 
politics, and old art. If it is just a little 
obstructive and High Tory — inclined to stand 
upon the ancient ways — no sensible man of 
progress should blame it, but smile blandly 
and pass on. It will, at least, possess the 
merit, in his eyes, of being self-supporting ; 
asking for or obtaining no Government aid. 
While Boards of Works are freely supplied 
with funds to construct the new, there is no 
board but unorganized sentiment to maintain 
the old. 

This house and this neighbourhood should 
not be far from London — from the old centre 
of the old town. They should stand in Soho, 
or in Lincoln's Inn Fields; or in Westminster, 
like Queen's Square, near St. James's Park ; 
or even in Lambeth, like the Archbishop's 
palace; better still if in the Strand, like 
Northumberland House; or in Fleet Street, 
like the Temple Gardens. 

What luxury would there be, almost equal to 
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anything we read of in the * Arabian Nights/ in 
turning on one side from the busy crowd, un- 
locking a dingy door that promised to lead to 
nothing but a miserable court, and passing at 
once into a secret, secluded garden! What 
pleasures would be equal to those of hearing 
the splash of cool fountains, the sighing of the 
wind through lofty elms and broad beeches, of 
standing amongst the scent and colours of a 
hundred growing flowers, of sitting in an oaken 
room with a tiled fireplace, surrounded by old 
china in cabinets, old folios upon carved tables, 
old portraits of men and women in the costume 
of a bygone time, and looking out over a lawn 
of grass into a winding vista of trees, so con- 
trived as to shut out all signs of city life, while 
the mellow hum of traffic came in at the open 
window, or through the walls, and you felt that 
you were within a stone's -throw of Temple 
Bar! 

In such a house, on such a spot, a man might 
live, and his life be something more than a 
v/eary round of food and sleep. His nature 
would become subdued to what it rested in ; 
the clay would happily take the shape of the 
mould. I believe more in the influence of 
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dwellings upon human character than in the 
influence of authority on matters of opinion. 
The man may seek the house, or the house 
may form the man; but in either case the 
result is the same. A few yards of earth, even 
on this side of the grave, will make all the 
difference between life and death. 

If our dear old friend Charles Lamb were now 
alive (and we all must wish he were, if only that 
he might see how every day is bringing him 
nearer the crown that belongs only to the 
Prince of British Essayists), there would be 
something singularly jarring to the human 
nerves in finding him at Dalston, but not so 
jarring in finding him a little farther off, at 
Hackney. He would still have drawn nourish- 
ment in the Temple and in Covent Garden; 
but he must surely have perished if transplanted 
to New Tyburnia. I cannot imagine him living 
at Pentonville (I cannot, in my uninquiring 
ignorance, imagine who Penton was that he 
should name a ville /), but I can see a certain 
appropriate oddity in his cottage at Colebrook 
Row, Islington. 

In the first place, we may agree that this 
London suburb is very old, without going into 
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the vexed question of whether it was really 
very 'merry/ In the second place, this same 
Colebrook Row was built a few years before 
our dear old friend was born — I believe in 
1770. In the third place, it was called a 'row/ 
though ' lane ' or ' walk ' would have been as 
old and as good; but 'terrace' or 'crescent' 
would have rendered it unbearable. The New 
River flowed calmly past the cottage walls — ^as 
poor George Dyer found to his cost — bringing 
with it fair memories of Izaak Walton and the 
last two centuries. 

The house itself had also certain peculiarities 
to recommend it. The door was so constructed 
that it opened into the chief sitting-room ; and 
this, though promising much annoyance, was 
really a source of fun and enjoyment to our 
dear old friend. He was never so delighted 
as when he stood on the hearthrug receiving 
many congenial visitors, as they came to him 
on the muddiest -boot and the wettest -of- 
umbrella days. 

His immediate neighbourhood was also 
peculiar. It was there that weary wanderers 
came to seek the waters of oblivion. Suicide 
could pitch upon no spot so favourable for its 
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sacrifices as the gateway leading into the river 
enclosure before Charles Lamb's cottage. 
Waterloo Bridge had not long been built, and 
was not then a fashionable theatre for self- 
destruction. The drags were always kept 
ready in Colebrook Row, and are still so kept 
at a small tavern a few doors from the cottage. 
The landlord's ear, according to his own account, 
had become so sensitive by repeated practice, 
that when aroused at night by a heavy splash 
in the water, he could tell by the sound whether 
it was an accident or a wilful plunge. He 
never believed that poor George Dyer tumbled 
in from carelessness, though it was no busi- 
ness of his to express an opinion on the 
matter. After the eighth suicide within a 
short period Charles Lamb began to grow 
restless. 

' Mary,' he said to his sister, ' I think it's high 
time we left this place;' and so they went to 
Edmonton. Those who are painfully familiar 
with the unfortunate mental infirmity under 
which they both laboured will see a sorrowful 
meaning in words like these. Those who, like 
me, can see an odd harmony between our dear 
old friend and Colebrook Row, will lament the 
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sad necessity which compelled them to part 
company. 

Without wishing for a moment to erect my 
eccentric taste in houses as an unerring guide 
for my fellow-creatures (especially as the ancient 
London dwellings are growing fewer every day, 
and I am still seeking my ideal toy), I must still 
be allowed to wonder at that condition of mind 
which can settle down, with seeming delight, in 
the new raw buildings that I see springing up 
on every side. I am not speaking of those who 
are compelled to practise economy ( I am com- 
pelled to practise it myself), nor of those whose 
business arrangements require them to keep 
within a particular circle; but of those who 
have the power, to a certain extent, of choosing 
their ground, and choose it upon some principle 
that I am unable to understand. 

I have a sensitive horror of regularity, of 
uniformity, of straight lines, of obtrusive 
geometrical forms. I prefer a winding alley to 
a direct street. I detest a modern, well- 
advertised building -estate. The water-colour 
sketch of such a place is meant to be very 
fascinating and attractive as it hangs in the 
great house-agent's office or window, but it has 
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no charms for me. My theory is that a man 
must be perpetually struggling if he wishes 
to preserve his individuality in such a settle- 
ment 

The water may be pure ; the soil may be 
gravelly ; the neighbourhood may be well 
supplied with all kinds of churches and chapels ; 
the ' red-book ' may not pass it by as being out 
of the fashionable circle ; blue-books may refer 
to it approvingly as a model of perfect drainage ; 
it may be warmed up by thorough occupation ; 
perambulators may be seen in its bare new 
squares ; broughams may stand by the side of 
its bright level kerbstones ; but the demon of 
sameness, in my eyes, would always be brooding 
over it. I should feel that when I retired to 
rest perhaps eight hundred masters of house- 
holds were slumbering in eight hundred bed- 
chambers exactly the same size and the same 
shape as my own. When I took a bath, or 
lingered over the breakfast-table, I should be 
haunted by the knowledge that eight hundred 
people might probably be taking similar baths 
and similar breakfasts in precisely similar apart- 
ments. My librairy, my dining-room, and my 
drawing-room would correspond in shape and 

1 
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size with eight hundred other receptacles 
devoted to study, refreshment, and recreation. 

If I gazed from a window or stood at a door- 
way I should see hundreds of other windows 
and hundreds of other doorways that matched 
mine in relative position and design. I should 
look down upon the same infant shrubs and 
the same even, level walls, or up at the same 
long, level parapets, without break, the same 
regular army of chimney-pots, without variety, 
until I should feel as if I had settled in a 
fashionable penitentiary, to feed upon monotony 
for the rest of my days. My dreams at night 
would probably be a mixture of the past and 
the present, of my old tastes and my new 
sufferings. The builder, whose trowel seemed 
ever ringing in my ears, would dance over me 
in hoops and patches ; and the whitewasher, 
whose brush seemed always flopping above my 
head, would be mixing his composition in my 
favourite punch-bowl. My old books, my old 
prints, my old china, my old furniture, my old 
servants, would pine away in such a habitation, 
and I should have to surround myself with fresh 
faces and fresh voices, according to the latest 
model. Finally, I should die of a surfeit 
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of stucco, and be the first lodger entered in 
the records of the adjoining bleak, unfinished 
cemetery. 

If I have little sympathy with those people 
who dwell in such tents as these — who neither 
belong to the town nor the country, who hang 
upon the skirts of London in mushroom suburbs 
that blend as inharmoniously with the great old 
city as a Wandsworth villa would blend with 
Rochester Castle — I am totally unable to under- 
stand the character of those other people whose 
love for the modern carries them even farther 
than this, and who take a pride in planting 
damp and comfortless homes in the very centre 
of wild, unfinished neighbourhoods. Who are 
they ? Have they human form and shape, with 
minds and hearts, or are they, as I have often 
suspected, merely window-blinds ? If they are 
not policemen and laundresses in charge of bare 
walls and echoing passages ; if they are not hired 
housekeepers put in to bait the trap, and catch 
unwary tenants ; if they are not restless spirits, 
who, for an abatement of rent, are always 
willing to lead the advanced posts in suburban 
colonization — whence springs that singular 
ambition which is always anxious to be literally 

7—2 
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first in the field, and the oldest inhabitant in a 
settlement of yesterday ? 

Surely there can be little pleasure in living 
for months amongst heaps of brick -dust, 
shavings, mortar, and wet clay ; in staring at 
hollow shops that are boarded up for years 
until they are wanted, and at undecided 
mansions, which may turn out to be public- 
houses; or in being stared at, in a tenfold 
degree, by rows of spectral carcases and yawn- 
ing cellars? There can be little pleasure in 
contemplating cold stucco porticos of a mongrel 
Greek type, that crack and fall to pieces in rain 
and frost ; or gaping gravel-pits ; or stagnant 
ponds ; or lines of oven-like foundations waiting 
for more capital and more enterprise to cover 
them with houses. There can be just as little 
pleasure in seeing your scanty pavement break- 
ing suddenly off before your door, and your 
muddy, hilly road tapering away in a few rotten 
planks that lead into a marshy, grassless field, 
where you may stand and easily fancy yourself 
the last man at the end of a melancholy, un- 
successful, deserted world, looking into space, 
with no one person or thing behind you. 

The old places that I shall always cling to 
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are unhappily often visited by decay ; but it is 
the decay of ripe old age, which is always 
venerable. My ideal toy-house — the nearest 
approach to it that I can find — may become 
uninhabitable in the fulness of years, but it will 
still be picturesque ; and those who may despise 
it as a dwelling will admire it upon canvas. In 
this form it is often brought within my humble 
reach, and I secure the shadow if I cannot 
obtain the substance. I still, however, look 
longingly at the reality, as my little girl looked 
at her toy-house in her morning's walk ; and, 
like her, I shall doubtless be swept past it, still 
looking back, until I am sucked into that count- 
less crowd from which there is no returning. 
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There is one word in the English language 
which Englishmen are particularly proud of, 
and that is * home.' Their pride in this word, 
and all it represents, is fostered by travelling, 
by observation, more or less hurried, or more 
or less prejudiced, of foreign manners, and 
even by foreigners themselves. It was only 
the other day, at a political lecture delivered 
in the middle of a morning concert by an Italian 
countess, that I was called upon to listen to the 
following words : 

' " Home," parole intraduisible ; parce qu'elle 
renferme en elle tout ce qui*l y a de bon, de 
doux, et de tendre dans Texistence ; parce qu'elle 
est le po^me de toute une vie. . . .' 

It is not for me to question such sentiments 
as these, or to wonder at the love my country- 
men bear to this word. I have stated my 
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opinions in this magazine with regard to dwell- 
ings,* and no man who is as fastidious as I am 
in his taste for houses can laugh at those who 
call home * the poem of a life/ Although many 
houses are well filled with fathers, mothers, and 
children without being worthy the name of 
homes, it is certain that houses, especially in 
England, must form the groundwork of such 
' poems.' A feeling of this still prompts me to 
linger about these shells of humanity, and 
examine a few unnoticed disturbing elements 
to which they may possibly be subjected. 

The house — the home — is entirely at the 
mercy of * next door/ or ' over the way,' in 
spite of any Nuisances Removal Bill and its 
attendant inspectors. The law is very powerful, 
or, if not powerful, is very meddling ; but a 
certain democratic constitutional freedom of 
action is much stronger. An Englishman's 
house is his castle by custom, usage, and right, 
and he may do a great deal with his castle 
before he is checked by the law. 

There is the miser, or that eccentric, some- 
times mad, sometimes obstinate, sometimes 
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single-minded individual whom we call a 
* miser/ for want of a better title. Has any- 
body ever calculated what he may do in blight- 
ing a neighbourhood ? 

Walk about London, from east to west, from 
north to south ; go into those suburban districts 
attached to the Metropolis, which are little towns 
in themselves, and take note of all the scarecrow 
dwellings you may see about you. There are 
plenty to look at Some of these belong to 
misers, others to madmen, and some are in the 
hands of Chancery. The law, instead of pro- 
tecting property — and particularly that most 
delicate class of property, investments in houses 
— is one of its chief destroyers. One house in 
Chancery in a single row, terrace, or square not 
only * eats its own head off,' but nibbles at its 
neighbours. 

We will take Skinner Street, Snow Hill, in 
the City of London, and ask if that clump of 
houses standing on the right-hand side as you 
descend towards Holborn is an improvement 
to the neighbourhood or a credit to a practical 
country.^ I think I can remember them for 
twenty years past, the same closed, dusty, 
spectral shops they are at present ; the dead 



NEIGHBOURS 105 

leaves of the street, the withered branches of 
the parish. Their black and blistered fronts 
are the prey of the bill-stickers ; and their dark 
windows have been beaten into ragged holes by 
the youths of Sharp's Alley, 

All houses of this kind, no matter where 
they may be situated, from stagnant Homerton 
to riotous Westminster, are thus kicked and 
iil-treated. It seems that the rising generation 
delight in striking them precisely because they 
appear to have no friends. Youth is naturally 
cruel, and only grows humane as it grows older ; 
but old as it may grow, it never learns to love 
such hollow spectres. 

With what sentiments the living, breathing 
traders in the immediate neighbourhood regard 
these eyesores, I have no means of judging, but 
I should say they were far from friendly. Who 
the proprietor of the dead but not buried 
houses, may be, and what is the cause of their 
death, are things not within my knowledge. An 
Englishman's house is his castle. Why am I 
not satisfied ? 

Does anyone ever go to Stratford, near Bow, 
by the coach-road, and fail to notice a row of 
houses on the left-hand side, just before enter* 
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ing the village? I call them the Phantom 
Terrace. They were built, some years ago, 
for small family residences, in the approved 
terrace style — eighteen or twenty houses in a 
line, with areas in front — the first and last being 
the largest 

The story runs that they belong to two 
brothers, who have not spoken to each other 
for half a century. One brother is said to live 
at one comer, where there is certainly some 
slight signs of life, and the other brother is 
supposed to live at the other corner. If he 
does live there, it must be in one of the back- 
kitchens. The popular belief in the neighbour- 
hood is that they watch each other like two 
dogs at each end of a bone, and neither will 
lose sight of his withered property, for fear it 
should be stolen by the other. 

They appear to have an equal distrust of 
tenants, for all the terrace is unoccupied, and 
no bill or notice invites an offer from daring 
and speculative house-seekers. The windows, 
as usual, are black and broken ; the areas, when 
I saw them last, were without rails, being 
nothing but open, gaping pits ; the doors were 
cut off from all communication with the fore- 
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courts for want of steps, except in one instance, 
where a plank was placed across the chasm ; 
the once-painted timber was baked into a blue- 
white colour by the sun; and altogether they 
presented a very desolate, hopeless picture. 

I feel no delicacy in thus alluding to these 
houses; for property of this kind, while it 
enjoys its private rights, is not released from 
many public duties. The parish has a complaint 
against such phantom terraces, because they 
occupy land and yet contribute little to the 
local taxes. Eccentricity is doubtless a very 
fine thing — it sometimes gives us genius, and 
genius gives us poems, statues, and pictures — 
but it is not to be patted on the back when it 
plays its antics with houses. Passers-by can 
afford to smile at this phantom terrace, but not 
so the fixed inhabitants of ' Stratford atte Bowe.' 
Whoever may be its owner, and whatever may 
be the cause which has brought it to its present 
state, to them it is a blight, a legalized nuisance. 

Go from the far east of London to the west, 
and you will still find these street-cancers, even 
within the shadow of Buckingham Palace. 

In James's Street, Westminster — so I 
think it is called — there is the fragment of a 
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house-ruin clinging to a mansion. You may- 
peep through the lopsided, closed shutters or 
the crevices of the battered door and see the 
broken outline of a small room, containing a 
heap of crumbled bricks. It is not difficult to 
fancy some bony figure sitting in dusty rags 
upon this mound, gnawing its fingers with 
hunger, and staring at you with glassy eyes 
through locks of matted hair. The place looks 
like a ground-down, jagged, decayed tooth at 
the end of a comely row, and must be anything 
but agreeable as a next-door neighbour. 

Who is the owner of such an unfruitful plant ? 
Was it a freeholder without kith or kin, who 
went out one day some years ago, when life and 
property were not so secure as they are now, 
who never came back, and whose dwelling, 
long since stripped bare, is left to rot slowly 
away ? Is it a woman in a close-fitting dress 
with a short waist and a cowl-shaped bonnet, 
who visits the ruin timidly every now and then, 
who rubs her hands when she finds it still safe, 
and in the same place, and then trips along the 
street in a kind of joyous dance ? 

I remember one phantom dwelling like this 
that stood in the middle of a suburban street 
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(like Middle Row, in Holborn), the whole front 
of which, for some reason, was taken away, so 
that the rooms were exposed like the interior of 
an open doU's-house. There was no furniture 
in them worth speaking of, and the tenant was 
said to be an unconvicted murderer. Anyhow 
the house had a tenant — a rough, unshaven 
man, who kept his coals in a corner of the 
first-floor room facing the street, and, in com- 
pany with other boys, I used to wait for his 
appearance when he came out through an inner 
door to fetch a shovelful, as if he had been a 
figure over a toy-clock. 

I remember another house in the possession 
of an unruly tenant, who would neither pay 
rent nor give up the premises. The law of 
ejectment must have been in a very rude state 
at that time, or there must have been some 
peculiar features in this case, for I recollect the 
house being pulled down, tile by tile, plank by 
plank, brick by brick, like a house of cards, the 
greatest care being taken not to injure the 
family, who squatted on the foundation until 
the last nail was removed. 

I know a very pleasant village in Wiltshire 
which has been fatally injured by an undoubted 
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miser. This man was an obstinate farmer, 
whose greed was for exceptionally high prices, 
and he piled up wheat- ricks, which he kept un- 
touched for twenty years, until they were one 
living mass of rats. The whole place is now 
half eaten up by these vermin, who run up the 
cottage walls by daylight and leap at birds as 
they fly over the village. 

If anyone doubts the inconvenience of having 
a miser — so-called — for a neighbour, let him 
read the lives of John Elwes and Daniel 
Dancer. The former had various residences, 
and kept them all in such a state that they 
were nuisances to those who lived near them ; 
and the latter, by living always at Harrow 
Weald Common, only showed us what he 
would have done if his lot had been cast in 
London. 

The Baron d' Aguilar, another * eccentric,' as 
they are amiably called, must have been another 
disturber of many homes and houses. His chief 
freaks were performed at Islington, about the 
end of the last century, at a place which is now 
known in eccentric history as the * Starvation 
Farm.' He had several houses, shut up and 
crammed with rich furniture, at different parts 
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of the town, but he reserved his most obtrusive 
singularities for his farmyard. He suffered 
nearly the whole of his live-stock to languish 
and die by inches for want of provender, and 
sometimes they were seen devouring each other. 
His hogs were often observed gobbling up the 
lean fowls, while the ' baron ' walked about the 
wretched premises besmeared with all kinds of 
filth.* The miserable situation of the poor 
animals would often rouse the indignation of 
the neighbours, who assembled in crowds to 
hoot and pelt the baron. On these occasions 
he never took any notice of the incensed mob, 
but always seized the first opportunity of quietly 
making his escape. He was once threatened 
with a prosecution by the New River Company 
for throwing a skeleton of one of his cattle into 
the stream.f Truly, Camden Street, Islington, 
must have been an unpleasant dwelling-place 
about 1780 or 1790! 

I can fancy many other blights to neighbour- 
hoods, many other unpleasant neighbours, 
besides misers. The 'poem of a life' is so 
delicate, so easily disturbed and shaken to its 

* Granger's ' Wondaful Museum,' 1802, 8vo. 
t Nelson's ' History of Islington.' 
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very roots, that it lies at the mercy of a thing 
as impalpable as an echo. Woe upon the 
steady, domestic member of society who has 
taken his lease, has made his alterations, and 
has pitched his tent, as he supposes, for life, if 
some peculiar combination of bricks and mortar 
should give his settlement an echo. A smoky 
chimney is not easily cured ; but an echo is far 
more difficult to deal with. 

The power of reverberating sound is very 
amusing and agreeable when confined to lakes 
and mountain passes, and it may even be pro- 
ductive of profit to those who trade upon the 
curiosity of tourists. Beyond this sphere of 
action it is a peculiar nuisance — a nuisance that 
is latent only for the short period it generally 
remains undiscovered, and which may be called 
into annoying activity at any moment by a child. 

A talking parrot (another home nuisance) 
which has learnt improper language on its 
homeward voyage, and which is hung up at 
the open window of a next-door dining-room, 
is not half as bad as an * interesting echo.' I 
knew an echo of this kind near a town in Kent 
which was called 'interesting' by scientific 
writers, but which was not at all interesting to 
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those who lived near it This echo, produced 
by the position of certain farm-buildings, was 
triple in its reverberating effects, and, night or 
day, was seldom without a crowd of admirers. 
The town was a popular watering-place not far 
from London, and young bucks who missed the 
packet-boat used never to miss the echo. It 
kept them out of bed until very early hours in 
the morning, on which occasions the neighbour- 
hood of the farm-buildings was disturbed by 
jocular phrases and inquiries. The local 
constable was powerless as a prevention, for 
the echo could be tested from a considerable 
distance and from many different points, so that 
it was impossible to fix anyone as the mover of 
the nuisance. 

The farmer's life, particularly, was rendered 
unbearable. Like Caliban, he lived surrounded 
by mysterious and insulting noises ; the bellow- 
ing of his cattle, the crowing of his fowls, was 
multiplied by three, without any benefit to his 
pocket; his children grew up, and, as their 
voices strengthened, only added to his annoy- 
ance ; he dreaded to call a labourer across a 
meadow for fear of arousing his enemy ; and at 
last he acted like a sensible man, and turned his 

8 
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back for ever upon such a dwelling. Fortu- 
nately for him he was not a freeholder, so he 
shifted without much loss ; but, for all that, the 
^poem of a life' is not easily transplanted. 
Something is always left behind, if only old 
habits and old associations. 

No matter how isolated we may endeavour 
to live, we are nearly always at the mercy of 
our next-door neighbours. Their quarrels, in 
many instances, become our quarrels, and their 
enemies our enemies. 

I remember a row of fine old red -brick 
detached mansions, standing in one of the 
London suburbs, that were turned completely 
round because the owner of one of them had 
offended a landowner opposite. As they 
originally stood, their frontage looked on to a 
pleasant little meadow, well studded with trees. 
They were built about 1720, on the border of 
what was then a narrow country road, and the 
opposite prospect, though not secured, was re- 
garded as an important addition to their value. 

This prospect, or meadow, continued un- 
touched for nearly a century, until a quarrel 
arose between the owner of the land and the 
owner of one of the mansions. One house- 
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holder raised the dispute, but the whole row 
suffered. In a few months the trees on the 
pleasant meadow were cut down to bare, un- 
sightly posts, and the whole place was covered 
with small hut-like dwellings of the meanest 
kind. A number of sweeps, dustmen, coal- 
heavers, and brickmakers were soon induced 
to plant themselves in this settlement, and 
complete the landowner's revenge. The backs 
of the huts — to heap indignity upon indignity — 
were purposely turned towards the mansions, 
and there was nothing left for the mansions to 
do but to turn their backs upon the huts. 
Drawing-rooms were transformed into servants' 
bedrooms, and bedrooms into drawing-rooms, 
and the habits of half a century had to be 
altered in a day. 

How many aged, conservative people received 
their death-blow in this revolution I am not able 
to state, but as life is entirely made up of what 
appear to be trifles, it is probable that many 
old inhabitants were grievously shaken by the 
change. To make matters worse, the prospect 
they were compelled to turn to was not an im- 
provement on the last They had to look 
across their gardens on one of those brickfield 
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deserts, where a town of little houses for persons 
' employed in the City ' was rapidly growing 
round a spiky, unfinished church. This attack 
upon the unfortunate mansions arose from 
nothing more than a dispute about taking the 
chair at a charity dinner, wherein the house- 
holder insulted the landowner, and obstinately 
refused to apologize. 

To those whose lot it is to live in streets or 
places where the luxury of detached houses 
cannot be indulged in, the character and 
pursuits of next-door neighbours should be a 
fruitful source of anxiety. The practice of 
gathering together brings strength and security 
in some cases ; in others it only brings risk and 
annoyance. 

You may conduct your household with the 
most scrupulous care, you may never allow a 
lighted candle in any room without it is planted 
in a wire guard, and you may retire to rest with 
a perfect consciousness that everything of an 
inflammable character has been properly ex- 
tinguished. All this prudence, however, may 
have been thrown away, because your neigh- 
bours are not as careful as you are. You may 
lie at the mercy of a boy on one side who is 
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fond of reading his light literature in bed, or of 
an old lady on the other side who forgets that a 
flaming gas-jet is not as harmless as a waterpipe. 
At the hour when you have usually sunk into 
total forgetfulness of the world you may be 
called upon to stand in a half-dreamy, half- 
clothed state in the middle of the puddly street, 
and see your favourite books and pictures 
pumped on to save them from the fire raging 
at your neighbour's. 

How many of us have slept calmly over 
powder -mines without being aware of our 
danger I How many a house has been secretly 
crammed with explosive fireworks, because to 
harbour such things is illegal ! And how many 
a man has been hurled against his own walls 
because his next-door neighbour was a 
smuggling pyrotechnist ! 

A man who takes root in a particular neigh- 
bourhood, and tries to stand above it — ^who 
lives at Rome and will not do as Rome does — 
has endless difficulties to contend with. 

I know a district, in a once distinguished 
part of old London, which is now overrun by 
lodgers and lodging-letters. Most of the lodgers 
are poor foreign refugees, and here it was that 
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I once saw Felice Orsini throwing a cigar-end 
out of a second-floor window. In an old street 
of this district (built about 1 680) I noticed, some 
eight years ago, painted on the street-door of a 
respectable-looking house, immediately under 
the knocker, the following laconic notice : 

BROWN 
No Lodgers 

Here was certainly an attempt to defend the 
' poem of a life ' from all foreign attacks in a 
single, vigorous line. It was a history in itself, 
far more expressive than many volumes. It 
told the passer-by the existing character of the 
neighbourhood. It spoke of many troublesome 
applications that had been made for shelter by 
weary travellers, while cabs, piled up with 
luggage, were waiting at the door. It spoke 
of many bewildering inquiries that had been 
made after people with strange names, who 
had either assassinated an unpopular King or 
had left a little account unsettled at a tailor's. 
It spoke of many mistaken knocks and rings, 
which had brought down a sulky maid-servant 
from a fourth floor (the houses run lofty in that 
neighbourhood), and had caused her to 'give 
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notice ' to her master or her mistress. It spoke 
plainly enough to those who could understand 
English, but not so plainly to most foreigners. 
Mr. Fergusson, seeking for bed and boards 
was warned off the doorstep; but Monsieur 
Ferguson, and Herr Feurgeisonn, and Signor 
Fergusoni may still have pestered Brown. It 
showed, however, what kind of lodgers may 
blight a whole district, especially for those sturdy 
housekeepers who desire to live without them. 

There is no fate more melancholy, in my 
opinion, than that of people who plant their 
homes in a neighbourhood which fades almost 
as soon as it is born. I know many such 
neighbourhoods in the outskirts of London, 
that started badly some thirty or forty years 
ago, and have now lost themselves beyond 
redemption. 

The back-streets of small houses in a district 
like this seldom show much change, except in 
the decay brought on by bad building, rough 
usage, and a carelessness about repairs. The 
field, or market -garden, which formed their 
termination when they started may have been 
planned out in new streets a little broader, and 
with houses a little larger, or, it may be, filled 



i 



I20 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

up with those most dreary objects, the black, 
can-shaped gas-holders of a gas-factory. A 
short street that is blocked up at one end with 
several of these dark storehouses of light is not 
a cheerful sight to look upon ; but even that is 
less depressing than the more ambitious parts 
of the district 

The weakest and most depressing part is 
generally a terrace, which is evidently a local 
misfit — 3L builder's mistake. It will possess size, 
and a hopelessly shabby air of pretence, and 
that will be all. Some few respectable house- 
holders will live in it, induced to do so, perhaps, 
by low rents, or business that ties them to the 
locality. These are the persons whose fate is 
to be commiserated, who will suffer by neigh- 
bours over whom they have no control. 

The first sign of decay will be the sprouting 
out of a loan-office ; the next a parlour turned 
into the workroom of an artificial flower-maker, 
the next a front-garden converted into the timber- 
yard of a small pianoforte maker, and another 
garden half filled with samples of 'superfine' 
tombstones and the ' latest fashion ' in monu- 
mental urns. Perhaps a gilded arm and mallet 
will be thrust out of the wall between two first- 
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floor windows, to show that gold-beating has 
obtained a footing on the terrace ; and before 
many months have passed the lower rooms and 
garden of the same house may be occupied by a 
cheap and obtrusive photographer. From this 
point an alacrity in sinking may be fully 
expected. 

The photographer will get cheaper still, and 
more obtrusive ; his operations will spread from 
the house and garden to the public pathway, 
where he will stand with an inky specimen of 
his art, and stop the passers-by ; an adjoining 
house will put out a few shaky chairs, a washing- 
tub, a fender, and a four-post bedstead, and call 
itself a broker's ; another house will bud out 
boldly in the bird and dog fancying line ; and 
the largest house at the corner will be started as 
a ' Terpsichorean Hall,' where the Schottische, 
Gitani, Varsoviana, and Gorlitza dances, with 
German, Spanish, and French waltzing, and 
Parisian quadrilles, will be taught at sixpence 
a lesson. The terrace will be lucky if it gets 
through the winter season without falling into 
the hands of travelling showmen. 

It was only the other day, as I passed a place 
of this description, which has sat to me as a 
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model, that I saw a rifle-gallery in full demand 
at a penny a shot, which was nothing more than 
a broad tube carried through an open window 
of a front parlour right across the apartment to 
a target in the yard beyond. I had known the 
house in better days, and I shuddered at such a 
desecration of the domestic hearth. 

Few men are so rich and powerful that they 
can live in the Metropolis and yet surround 
themselves with such armour that they can 
afford to despise their neighbours. A neigh- 
bour is a man who will always make his 
presence felt through one or other of the 
senses. He may attack you through the ear, 
through the nose, or through the eye ; but 
attack you he assuredly will, and when you 
least expect it. The only comfort is that these 
attacks, these disturbers of home, are passed on, 
and while you are annoyed by one neighbour, 
you may probably be annoying another. 

On one side of me is a man who is always 
altering his house, who has offended my taste 
by covering his red bricks with a coating of 
stucco, although the whole row in which we 
live was built in 1768. His scaffolding is even 
now before my window, and his bricklayer^s 
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labourer is staring at me as I write, little 
thinking that I am handing him down to 
posterity. On the other side is a quiet neigh- 
bour who is often annoyed by my children and 
my piano. 

Again, I have been shocked by the outside 
of a ducal residence in Cavendish Square, 
which seems to me to boast that penal style 
of architecture peculiar to houses of correction. 
The noble owner has doubtless, in his turn, 
been shocked by many house - monsters of 
plebeian taste; and so in the great clearing- 
house of the world such accounts are fairly 
balanced. 

The English home is good ; the French 
want of home is good; and neither country 
should be blamed for not being the same as 
the other. The home — the * poem of a life ' — 
may have its pleasures ; but it may also have 
its pains ; and there is much philosophy in the 
French mode of living out of doors, and sleeping 
quite contentedly in the fraction of a dwelling 
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If any one essence or thing requires a champion, 
it is surely that suffering, abused and despised 
entity the Parochial Mind. For far too many 
years has it been kicked and cuffed, and pelted 
with unsavoury eggs, and dragged through un- 
pleasant mud- baths. For far too many years 
has it been the obvious accessible target of 
small wits, who have showered their little 
arrows about its devoted head. For far too 
many years have heavier humorists sat upon 
its body and done all that human intellect could 
do to flatten it into nothingness. 

It still lives. They have called it Bumbleism 
and Little Pedlington ; but it still survives, for 
all that. Its fancy portrait has been sketched 
in many contemptible forms and painted with 
many gaudy colours; but yet it grows apace, 
even as a pampered child. The favourite 
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images of the red-nosed beadle, and the fiery 
orator who deals in cabbage and shakes the 
vestry in his senatorial overtime, have been 
powerless to laugh it down. They are very 
amusing personifications, so far as they go, 
but the reductio ad absurdum process is too 
broad in its application to be otherwise than 
confined in its results. Because Socrates was 
henpecked, it does not follow that his philosophy 
was all wind ; nor was the greatness of Crom- 
well neutralized by that ridiculous wart upon 
his nose. 

The loudest opponents of the Parochial Mind 
are usually men of the shortest memories. They 
forget that it was only the other day when 
England itself was nothing but a Little Ped- 
lington. The despised parish of the present 
hour, in value, if not in extent, would put to 
shame that little Britain which William the 
First is immortalized for conquering. That 
other little Britain which turned round and 
beheaded its King was nothing to boast of in 
the shape of imports and exports ; and the 
unruly Parliament that the Protector defied 
had a marvellous resemblance to a modern 
vestry. 
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The great weakener of the present age seems 
to be an ignorant impatience of the Parochial 
Mindy and an equally ignorant passion for 
universality. It instils its poison at the very 
root of life : the most ordinary child at the most 
ordinary school is taught to spread his slender 
stock of memory and intellect over the widest 
possible area. 

The doubtful chronologies of all creation are 
first of all crammed into his languid ear, and 
then 'wrung from him like blood out of the 
nose, or the plucking of untimely fruit' He 
must know a little of everything — classics, up 
to a certain unsatisfactory point ; history, accord- 
ing to the vaguest authorities ; languages 
sufficient to write the Lord's prayer in three 
tongues, and forget all about the unmeaning 
exercise in less than three years afterwards. 
He is taken to task for not remembering what 
has probably had no authenticated existence, 
the so-called landmarks of universal history. 
He is led into disputes about the dates of 
events that possibly never occurred, and con- 
sidered a marvel of successful teaching if his 
answers are given in a confident and un- 
hesitating manner. 
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No one will charitably take him aside and 
whisper into his ear that little comes of real 
knowledge but increased modesty, doubt and 
suspicion. No one is either bold enough or 
honest enough to tell him how the great Past 
has wrapped itself in a dense fog, into which it 
is almost vain to attempt to penetrate. No one 
will point out to him the patient labour and in- 
cessant application required to let in the light 
even through one little loophole of this dark 
and silent barrier. No guide, philosopher, and 
friend will teach him these things ; and he will 
go into the world a noisy, superficial babbler. 
His mental condition is a fair average specimen 
of the broad, universal mind, as distinguished 
from that other mental condition which is sneer- 
ingly called the parochial 

As he grows up to man's estate, the heroes 
most likely to command his admiring worship 
will be the encyclopaedical men — the anti- 
parochial speakers, thinkers, and actors. He 
will pass by the solid monuments of the 
parochial mind to run after the dazzling 
phantoms of Admirable Crichtonism. He will 
see his ideal of eminence only in those self- 
conscious, learned posturers who are pointed at 
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as having drained the cup of knowledge to the 
dregs, and as crying out aloud for it to be again 
filled. He will be prone to have faith in intuition, 
in royal roads to learning, in the power of un- 
tutored genius, in happy guessing, in the virtues 
of touch-and-go. He must exhaust a science 
before breakfast ; another science before dinner ; 
and a language in the intervals of a week's 
business. He will bestow his flying attention 
upon national and personal records, but only on 
the scale of about one inch to a century ; for it 
is a first necessity of the anti-parochial and 
universal mind that it should ' survey the world 
from China to Peru.' He will glance rapidly 
over all books that issue from the press, to keep 
up his easily-earned character as a well-informed 
man. To be convicted of not knowing, at least, 
the title of a work and the name of its author 
would be heartburn and mortification for many 
weeks. 

As an authority upon taste, upon pictures, 
upon secret memoirs, the laws of colour, the 
real and the ideal, the finite and the infinite, the 
back-fall, the musical pitch, the incidence of 
taxation ; upon social reform, the Evans' 
gambit, the inner meaning of the Pyramids, 



THE PAROCHIAL MIND 129 

and the principles of Greek harmony, the dis- 
tribution of races, the wave theory in shipbuild- 
ing — the well-informed, the anti-parochial mind 
will have enough to do. A mixture of rope- 
dancing and juggling with brass balls will best 
describe the position of its representative in 
his social moments. When he is moved (and 
that is not infrequently) to commit his thoughts 
to paper, his undigested and varied acquire- 
ments lie in hard, coarse lumps upon his skin, 
instead of enriching his blood. He presents 
the spectacle of a clever dog who is constantly 
running round after his own tail. There is no 
real progress, no new work done, and nothing 
proved. The universal mind, after firing off its 
rockets, its blue lights, its Roman candles, and 
its ingenious combinations of all kinds of com- 
bustibles, has always ended by leaving the 
world a little darker than it found it 

How pleasing it is to escape from the restless 
clatter of productions such as these into the 
monastic , calmness of a thoroughly parochial 
book! The 'Journey Round my Room' of 
Xavier de Maistre, the 'Tour Round my 
Garden ' of Alphonse Karr, and the ' Natural 
History of Selborne ' of Gilbert White, are the 

9 
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first works of the kind that spring to the surface 
of my memory. The latter book is a perfect 
type of its class — a class that the world is 
always ready to welcome whenever it appears, 
and to preserve at all hazards from the chance 
of. death. 

The production of such books is not effected 
by yearnings after the broad, the grand, the 
infinite, but by the labour of earnest, patient 
men, who despise not the humblest pebble by 
the roadside. They are produced without any 
love of display, any affectation of superior 
knowledge, on the part of the writers ; and 
they shine only in the simple beauty of truth 
and good faith. They are written with a con- 
centrated conscientious love and regard for 
their subjects, and not with a constant eye to 
the audience on the other side of the footlights. 
They owe their birth more to a recording, resist- 
less impulse within the writers than to the desire 
for fame or the greed of pecuniary profit. 

If Boswell had felt a contempt for the 
parochial mind, the world would have lost 
one of the best biographies that has ever 
been written. The whole structure of its com- 
position is essentially parochial It deals with 
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only one man— one single, half-blind old man ; 
it regards him as the centre of a system, and 
only touches upon those who revolved round 
him as a crowd of accidental satellites. Nothing 
that ever happened to that man, no remark that 
ever fell from his lips, no journeys that he ever 
made, were without an intense interest to the 
parochial BoswelL The scraps of his letters 
were treasured like precious gold, and no 
suspicion of commonplace triviality ever checked 
the parochial mind in its welcome task of re- 
cording. 

All this must seem very mean and very con- 
temptible to the universal mind as it looks 
down from those lofty mounts from which it 
loves to sweep the horizon. Put all the books, 
however, that the latter has manufactured in 
the scale of human interest with the biographer's 
volumes, and which will be the load to win the 
trial? 

If every man who wields a pen, or lives with 
observing eyes, would take a hint from this 
triumph of the parochial mind, what works 
might we not have to refer to on our nearest 
and dearest bookshelves? The records of a 
street, of a house, of a family, of a fishpond, or 
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a dead wall may be full of wisdom, poetry, and 
enduring interest, if only carefully collected. 

What pleasure there is in grasping a favourite 
volume, and feeling, as you seem to shake the 
hand of the writer, that you are about to sit 
down for an hour's communion with one who 
devoted his whole life to a single subject! 
What satisfaction there is in looking upon 
such a sturdy octavo as it lies upon your 
table, and knowing that you have there a 
perfectly reliable guide to some little nook of 
knowledge f It is only such books as these 
that can really become the cherished com- 
panions of thinking men ; the rest, for all the 
names they may proudly display upon their 
backs, must sink into neglect as a maze of 
literary upholstery. 

The broad, the universal mind thinks 
differently from this, and acts in a manner 
consistent with its teaching. In its pleasures 
it always seeks the strange and the remote in 
preference to the familiar and the accessible. 
Its knowledge of its own country is confined to 
a few fashionable resorts and a few famous lakes, 
while in London it claims a merit for affecting 
a total ignorance of the suburbs. 
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What kind of wine is drunk by the peasants 
in the South of France, or what are the habits 
of the Neapolitan beggars, the universal mind 
is ever ready to tell you in books, in lectures, 
or in conversation ; but when you inquire what 
kind of food is consumed in Bethnal Green, or 
what has become of the Irish expelled from 
Field Lane and St Giles's, the same universal 
mind is ignorantly and contemptuously silent. 

Of the Louvre it knows much ; of Dulwich 
College very little ; and when it wishes to 
indulge in a view of sunrise, it flies at once 
to the Righi. It would never seek for un- 
expected aspects of Nature on the top of the 
Monument, far less on Primrose Hill, or the 
heights of Hampstead. And yet an hour or two 
may be spent far less agreeably and instructively 
than at the latter place watching the sunset on 
a summer's evening from the station of the old 
Hill Telegraph. There the parochial, if not the 
universal, mind may feed luxuriously upon the 
picture — ^the City lying in the valley, backed by 
the Surrey hills; the plum-bloom mist that 
settles over the house-tops, the orange glow 
that comes from the hidden sun through the 
mellow side-trees of the country lane, that, seen 
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through an opening in the thick leaves, seems 
all on fire, the houses, lighted up into a bright 
burning yellow, the long, glistening glass of 
some building in the distant London valley 
that looks like a row of footlights or the 
furnaces in the Potteries, and the two towers 
of the Crystal Palace standing up like columns 
of living flame. It may seem an almost child- 
like Cockney weakness to be pleased with such 
sights as these ; but there they are, with many 
like them, for narrow-minded parochial gratifica- 
tion. 

The same universal mind that closes its eyes 
and ears to such common, familiar things is 
easily traced in the formation of libraries and 
museums. A country town or village requires 
something that shall inform its ignorance, amuse 
its leisure, or elevate its taste, and the duty 
devolves upon the universal mind to decide 
upon the nature and organization of this some- 
thing. 

The first thing that raises its head, in all 
probability, is what is called a suitable building 
for an institution — a cold, oblong structure of 
stucco, built after the style of the Parthenon, 
with a portico like a four-post bedstead. The 
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first sight of such a building is enough to chill 
the young enthusiast bent upon improving his 
mind in the universal style, and the secret of 
the blight which seems to hang over its Doric 
columns is found in the fact that it harmonizes 
with no other part of the old town, not even 
with the bleak, bare Congregational chapel. 

The next step is to fill this receptacle after 
the most approved plan ; and here the universal 
mind is seen in remarkable vigour. Subscrip- 
tions are solicited, donations are thankfully 
received y and a collection grows up that is as 
varied as the stock-in-trade of a general 
curiosity dealer. One leg, two -thirds of an 
arm, and a portion of the neck of a man or 
woman in sooty relievo on a crumbled stone is 
joyfully accepted as a representative of Grecian 
sculpture. It came from some temple ; it was 
presented by some advocate for the diffusion of 
universal knowledge, and it is duly ticketed as 
a notable object of interest. The mummy of 
an Egyptian prince, supposed to be about 
eighteen hundred years old, is always welcome 
in such a place, as well as the tooth of a whale 
or an elephant, and the skeleton of a crocodile. 
Two or three vertebrae of a rhinoceros, an 
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Indian sable, a lizard's skin from Brazil, a 
petrified toadstool, a precious stone from 
Ethiopia, an Assyrian bean, and a Persian 
tobacco-pipe are always sure of being put in 
posts of honour. A wooden efifigy of Osiris, 
a copper idol from Siam, a Roman buckle, a 
pair of Norwegian skates, an earthen vessel 
from China, a basket of Muscovian money, a 
beetle brought from the Cape of Good Hope, 
the brain-pan of an ostrich, and a preserved 
thunderbolt from the vale of Chamouni are 
equally prized and equally honoured. 

Where is England represented in such a 
motley collection ? and, above all, where is 
the corner devoted to the particular village, 
town, county, or parish in which the exhibition 
stands ? What is the character or meaning of 
such an exhibition ? and what can it possibly 
teach ? Has it any local stamp, or local colour, 
or local interest ? Might it not be all pitch- 
forked into a travelling caravan and driven 
from place to place as a thing without root ? 
If any one eflfigy or anatomical wonder were 
taken away, and another effigy or anatomical 
wonder introduced instead, would any hidden 
harmony be disturbed, or any sense of fitness 
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be outraged ? If the old rampant lion in front 
of the town-hall were struck down by an un- 
lucky flash of lightning or a gust of wind^ a 
thousand men (of course with parochial minds) 
would feel as if their right hands had been cut 
off, or their front teeth had been maliciously 
drawn by enchantment in the night. But if 
the fragment of the Greek gladiator in the 
universal museum were stolen by gipsies, with 
a view to a heavy ransom, there would hardly 
be a man in the county or parish who would 
subscribe a copper for its rescue. 

If the parochial mind, through good or evil 
report, would devote itself to the formation of 
thoroughly parochial museums, what different 
results might be arrived at 1 No little obscure 
village is too small or too remote to be utterly 
worthless to itself, and by respecting its own 
individual value it takes the surest course to 
become generally respected. 

Wherever a road has been cut, a tree planted, 
and smoke has curled from the meanest cottages, 
wherever men have been born, have suffered, 
and have died, there is much that ought never 
to be buried and forgotten. The origin, the 
progress, or even the decay of such a place^ its 
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daily life, its dimly-remembered worthies, its old 
traditions, its old songs, its hopes and fears, its 
joys and sorrows, are all worthy of historical 
preservation. 

It may be that the universal mind, when it 
condescends to trace a local event, to prove a 
fact, or substantiate a date, would not be dis- 
pleased to find such a well-filled storehouse 
ready to its hand, overflowing with the rich 
materials of county history. What an amount 
of hopeless error, of idle speculation, of English 
composition, would be saved to the world by the 
existence of such parochial records ! I f Warwick- 
shire had only thought and acted like this in 
Shakespeare's time, what pleasant and profit- 
able pilgrimages might now be made! what 
bitter controversies might never have been 
heard of! 

If the parochial mind was a little more active 
in the field of politics than it seems to be at 
present, it would rather raise than lower the 
dignity of the country. Our senators seem to 
be nothing if not universal. Their grasp of 
intellect makes the timid taxpayer tremble, and 
their denunciations of foreign tyrants are master- 
pieces of fretful, useless declamation. 
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When Little Pedlington steps out of its 
proper sphere, to place one hand upon its 
heart and to point at distant unpopular 
emperors with the other, it is then that it 
plunges headlong into the gulf of hopeless 
Bumbleism. Keeping within its own walls, 
and working upon its own vineyard, it is un- 
assailable by the keenest shafts of ridicule : 
beyond these wholesome limits it is weaker 
than a child. Its representatives are members 
for Little Pedlington, and not the champions of 
all Europe in distress. The Little Pedlingtons 
of Gloucestershire, of Somersetshire, and of 
Staffordshire have surely matters of more 
pressing local interest to occupy their minds 
than the willing or unwilling annexation of 
Nice and Savoy. Their members should be 
told this in no inaudible voice ; and this ever- 
gushing, universal tendency to flow into other 
people's property should be unmistakably 
dammed up. The gift of seeing ourselves as 
others see us is vouchsafed to few, and those 
Little Pedlington members, it seems, are not 
amongst the number. 

However backward the parochial mind may 
be in asserting its dominion over education, 
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literature, history, science, and art, the in- 
evitable changes of financial government will 
force it into the front rank of politics. Our 
indirect taxation — a system under which no 
man can tell how much he pays to the State 
— is crumbling beneath our feet, to be replaced 
by direct taxes, which everyone will see and 
feel. When the bulk of that necessary or un- 
necessary expenditure of seventy or eighty 
annual millions sterling has to be met by an 
income-tax of perhaps about five shillings in 
the pound, it will then be astonishing to see 
the rising crops of breeches-pocket politicians, 
the growth of non-intervention principles, and 
the intoxicating popularity of the despised 
parochial mind. 
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A PENITENTIAL MATINl^E 

A REAL STUDY IN BLACK AND WHITE 

After the Gargantuan gorging of the festive 
season comes the penitential fast — the bread 
and water and salt, if not the nauseous black- 
draught and blue-piU. After the Lord Mayor's 
Show, according to the philosopher of the 
street, comes the inevitable dust-cart. After 
the feast of pantomimes — the surfeit of tinsel 
— the jaded palate pines for a wholesome 
corrective. Where shall it be sought? The 
* Chamber of Horrors ' at Madame Tussaud's ? 
No. The Museum at the Royal College of 
Surgeons.^ No. The Political Economy 
comer of the British Museum.^ No. A 
lecture at the Society of Arts on International 
Exhibitions ? Emphatically, No I Those who 
wish to find this rarity must shun the ordinary 
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channels of advertisement, and avoid the 
beaten tracks of amusement. 

In the spirit of Arctic explorers and dear old 
Mungo Park, they must walk and endure, must 
watch and inquire, must toil and suffer, some- 
times to fail utterly and return depressed to 
their starting-point, at other times to be 
rewarded with a great discovery. I have been 
an explorer of this kind myself, not always 
successful ; but, at this moment, I think I can 
suggest a thoroughly dismal and penitential 
half-holiday, productive of dismal reflections, 
dismal instruction, the greatest amount of 
misery, and the smallest amount of delight. 
It is a half-holiday that might safely be re- 
commended to the refractory members of a 
reformatory. 

To make such an 'outing' perfect, it is 
necessary to watch the weather. A day should 
be selected, damp and miserable, raw cold, 
without being invigorating, foggy, but not too 
foggy, with a little drizzling rain dashed with 
sleet — a day that costermongers, stall-keepers, 
and the great out-of-door strugglers detest, and 
that makes newspaper - hawkers discontented 
Socialists, thinking of the hateful workhouse. 
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Having selected the day and the weather, 
select your starting-point. Let it be the most 
prosperous, or apparently prosperous, part of 
London, where well-fed citizens either lounge 
or congregate, where the scent of well-cooked 
food flavours the air, and the glitter of good 
coal-fires is reflected in the window-panes. 

Get out of the dismal streets as soon as you 
can and seek relief in the Underground Rail- 
way. A little sulphuretted hydrogen more or 
less will not hurt you : it is supposed to be 
anti- rheumatic. On a foggy winter's day the 
* Underground' is comparatively cheerful. Get 
out at the ' Mansion House,' as it is called, the 
Mansion House being a quarter of a mile 
further eastward. In crossing at the real 
Mansion House towards the Bank of England 
be polite to any old lady in black who objects to 
dive under the shafts of waggons or the legs of 
horses. She is going to the Bank to receive 
her dividends, and you never know what may 
happen. In crossing never fail to admire 
population as population. Christen the human 
maelstrom 'Malthus Circus/ and feel proud of 
yourself as a member, however unworthy, of a 
great country. 
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Observe the Big Bullion Bungalow, called 
the Bank of England, and admire the financial 
wisdom which has not hesitated to sacrifice a 
couple of millions sterling or more rather than 
build in the modern fashion, seven or eight 
stories high, and risk being destroyed by the 
shells of French, German, Russian, or American 
invaders. If you walk through the Bullion 
Bungalow Bank of your beloved country, 
notice and admire the central flower-garden, 
where every geranium has a ground value 
equal to a Civil Service pension. 

Leaving the Bank, go down 'The Street' (it 
used to be called Throgmorton Street) and 
notice the frantic, excited mob playing the 
only game of 'pitch and toss' legally tolerated 
in this country. Go along Houndsditch — one 
of the chosen streets of the chosen people — and 
turn off to the right near the Aldgate top into 
Mitre Square to visit one of the bloody shrines 
of the greatest and most mysterious murderer 
of the present century. In a corner of this 
square, or yard, overshadowed by lofty ware- 
houses, a murder was committed not long ago 
(one of a long series) that stands alone, un- 
equalled. A woman of a miserable class was 
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killed under circumstances of peculiar atrocity 
at twelve o'clock on a certain night, the same 
man (we have a right to assume) having pre- 
viously murdered a woman of the same class in 
the same savage way, less than an hour before, 
at a place more than a mile distant from this 
Mitre Square corner. All the answer that 
we get to clear up this^ and more kindred 
mysteries, from our costly and elaborate legal 
system is a phrase and nothing more — 'Jack 
the Ripper/ 

After this little dip into the gory byways of 
crime, you will be prepared for what you are to 
see at the approaching end of your journey. At 
the top of the Minories you will pass between the 
Government Coin Factory, the Mint, and that 
petrified block of English history, the Tower, 
and will enter the massive St Katherine's Docks. 
In a corner of one of the harbours of this great 
shipping refuge lies a sullen-looking hulk, short, 
square-built, greasy with the dirt of ages, a 
convict-ship of the bad old times, one hundred 
years old, called Success. ' Pandemonium,' 
* Inferno,' 'Bottomless Pit,' would have been 
better titles. Dressed up for a show at one 
shilling a head — a reduction for parties and 

10 
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children — sailing about the world 'on tour/ 
exhibited with illustrative wax-works, original, 
or quasi-original fetters, pictures of celebrated 
Australian criminals, instruments of torture, or, 
what was then the same thing, punishment, a 
real old-fashioned, wiry * cat-o'-nine-tails,' a 
corroded iron tank, called the 'compulsory 
bath,' and long rows of condemned cells in 
the middle and lower deck; this was how 
violent crime was housed and treated by our 
grandfathers down to the beginning of the 
fifties. 

Everything about this sturdy hulk spoke of 
strength and brutality. Men like wild beasts 
were treated like wild beasts. They were 
housed like wild beasts, fed like wild beasts; 
and if they were not clothed like wild beasts, it 
was probably not owing to the humanity of the 
warders, but to the existence of something like 
a rough law of public decency. Solitary con- 
finement was enforced for the slightest offence, 
and the miserable wretches, maddened by 
perpetual darkness and the hellish monotony 
of their lives, put an end to themselves by 
dashing their brains out against the walls of 
their filthy cells. Occasionally they combined 
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against their guardians and persecutors, and 
then the brains of authority were hacked out 
with pickaxes and hatchets. In spite of the 
Divine law of Supply and Demand, it is 
impossible to believe that those in authority 
were not largely recruited from the ranks of 
semi-savages. 

On board this demon-hulk — too real and 
substantial, unfortunately, for a phantom ship — 
the waxwork artist has done his best to realize 
the living death of the floating prison. His 
figures have the usual yellow-jaundiced look 
and fixed glassy stare of inferior waxwork, and 
the stuffed legs and arms of notorious ruffians, 
credited with a long list of murders and 
outrages, look somewhat feeble and withered 
for muscular heathenism. Curiosities, like the 
iron armour of Kelly, the bushranger, are 
exhibited on the deck. Kelly was a compara- 
tively latter-day rufHan, and his armour, stand- 
ing up without a man in it, looks like the 
furnace and stove-pipe of a roasted- chestnut 
stall. 

Some of the convicts who had to endure the 
penal servitude of this cursed vessel of torture 
were, unfortunately, not always guilty. They 
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were convicted by mistake. One was Mr. W. 
H. Barber, a solicitor in the forties, who, acting 
for a practised swindler named Fletcher in 
some business with the Bank of England, was 
accused and found guilty of complicity in the 
forging of dividend warrants. Although an 
educated man, conscious of his innocence, he 
was treated like a felon, herded with felons of 
the lowest type, and sent to Botany Bay, the 
colony which was at that time the dumping- 
ground for our criminal classes. The Govern- 
ment had to pardon him, after a long agitation 
on the part of his friends, and give him ;^5,ooo 
compensation. In this they showed more 
wisdom than in selecting as a penal settlement 
a place that must have been modelled on the 
Garden of Eden, and only giving it up when 
the colonists — our unruly children — plainly told 
them that they must find another harbour for 
home-made blackguards. 

The convict ship, if not a cheerful show or a 
place in which to spend an altogether happy 
day, gives the modern Cockney an interesting 
glimpse of the past — if a past of a rather 
sombre and not over-creditable kind. When 
the Cockney gets out of the docks and the 
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past on to the Tower Bridge, with all its 
capital, labour and ingenuity, and into the 
present with all its faults, he ought to go down 
on his knees and thank his God that he is 
privileged to live at the latter end of this much- 
abused century. Even here, however, his joy 
must be tempered with humility and reflection. 
Industry has its victims, if not its murders. A 
high authority has told us that all these great 
works are cemented with blood. For every 
forty thousand pounds sterling laid down a 
human life has to be sacrificed. 

Fortunately there is a bright side to every 
gloomy picture, even the black study of old 
convict life which we have just left behind us. 
On our way to the docks and the 'sheer old 
hulk ' we passed that interesting factory on the 
top of Mount St. Lucre (formerly Tower Hill) 
where Government ingenuity makes a penny 
out of a farthing's- worth of copper and a 
shilling out of four-pennyworth of silver. 

This is not fraud, but Imperial currency. 
To atone for this the Mint, unlike any other 
mints in the world, turns out a spotless 
sovereign — a State counter that is all it pro- 
fesses to be and something more ; an honoured 
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guest, a welcome ambassador in every country 
of the world, speaking the one universal 
language, gold. 

Even the dust of this precious metal, this 
mystery of nature, has led men into temptation. 
A criminal of criminals, whose chief jemmy and 
centre-bit was capital — a rich and rare instru- 
ment, not often finding a place in the Newgate 
Calendar — put some thousands of these spotless 
coins in a long sack, and by shaking it back- 
wards and forwards produced a bushel of that 
dust which is really worth a King's ransom. 

For this he was sent to the Garden of Eden, 
enclosed in the dismal hulk, but the halo of 
gold was round him and he revelled in pitch 
without being defiled. His wife — his faithful 
partner in the sweating business — ^also went to 
the Land of Paradise, as a passenger, not at 
the Government expense. She started in 
business, and, being a lone woman, she re- 
quired help, and nothing would suit her 
but a well-conducted convict She was very 
particular in her selection, insisted on the 
strictest testimony as to character, and until 
that day had never known what a model she 
possessed in her husband, who (quite accident- 
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ally, of course, and unknown to the authorities) 
was selected as her servant He behaved so 
well in his new employment (according to her 
periodical reports, written on official foolscap 
with a margin and the convict's number in the 
left-hand top corner) that in a comparatively 
short time he obtained a pardon. Such is life. 
They lived happily ever after at Bayswater, and 
rode in their own carriage. 



BOHEMIA IN LONDON 

Unless you are a Bohemian born and bred, 
with a sneaking tolerance for vagabonds of 
both sexes, and if you have to pose as a family 
man, I strongly advise you to think twice 
before you take a dwelling in a gay neighbour- 
hood. It need not be an active gay neighbour- 
hood ; it need not be anything more than an 
historical gay neighbourhood ; it may have 
turned its back on its original vices, if it ever had 
any, and may, in Shakespeare's refined words, 
' have purged and lived cleanly,' but it is far 
more easy to turn a chapel into a theatre, as 
was done at the old Court playhouse at Chelsea, 
than it is to turn a theatre into a chapel. In 
the words of another poet, slightly altered — 

' You may break, you may shatter the vase as you will. 
But the otto of roses will ding to it still.' 
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Patchouli Terrace may be turned into 
Ebenezer Place, Paphian Street may become 
Salvation Arcade, and Bacchus Grove may 
become St Aquinas Avenue; but all to no 
purpose : you cannot turn your back on 
tradition in less time than half a century, and 
you cannot suddenly raise a breed of cabmen 
who have no memories. 

A friend of mine, not by any means a 
pioneer, once pitched his tent in one of these 
places. It is not necessary to say which, 
except that it was one that by its development 
and surroundings ought to have been credited 
with a new life and reputation. Its original 
sins, however, if it had any, or rather the sins 
of a small and insignificant portion of the 
district, were visited on its inhabitants to the 
third and fourth generation. My friend was 
heavily rented, heavily rated. His address 
was in the * Court Guide ' ; he received daily 
begging letters from clergymen and the patrons 
of charities; he went to church himself, and 
his family went more so. He wore a tall silk 
hat and a frock-coat, was very partial to 
umbrellas, and was never seen in a straw hat 
or tanned boots. His family dressed mostly in 
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black. The female portion wore veils, and 
might easily have been taken for Scripture- 
readers. His servants, what few he kept, were 
models of propriety; and he could only be 
accused of one fault — he avoided taking credit 
in the neighbourhood, and paid his trades- 
people with vulgar ready money. This was 
a fault, I admit, but it was hardly a crime, and 
it was not sufficient to justify his being classed, 
as he waS| as one of the tainted aborigines of 
his settlement 

When he took a cab, as he occasionally did, 
to drive home from a distant part of the town, 
the cabman, on hearing the address, imme- 
diately assumed a festive air, and thought it to 
be his duty to drive at break-neck speed, and 
not to be too careful about collisions. When 
my unfortunate friend arrived home, and ten- 
dered an ample, if not a reckless fare, the 
driver smiled all over his face, cocked his hat 
on one side, and absolutely winked his eye as 
he said to the astonished fare, 'What is five 
bob to a gent of pleasure ?* 

My friend's tradesmen, notwithstanding 
prompt payment, thought it necessary to 
charge about five-and-twenty per cent, more 
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than the prices ruling in more obscure districts, 
in order to play up to the supposed character 
of the neighbourhood. The gigantic * Store/ 
which was now a feature in this as in every 
other part of London, and had long dropped 
the title of 'Co-operative,' did all it could to 
bring down these prices by wholesale competi- 
tion, but it made up for this by increasing its 
stock of independence and insolence. 

None of the tradesmen were fulsome, there 
was no occasion for that, and the old character 
of the neighbourhood destroyed this exaggera- 
tion of trading civility years ago; but they 
hardly went the length of the * Stores/ and 
served their despised customers as if they 
were conferring a royal favour. 

My unfortunate friend's wife, being of an 
economical turn^ was a great patron of omni- 
buses when the prowling cabmen would allow 
her ; but these gentlemen thought they had a 
vested right in every lady who lived in the 
once festive district. They blocked the 
approach to the public vehicle, and when 
they were defeated, frequently asked the lady 
if she was reduced to a 'penny ride to 
Piccadilly Circus.' 
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Nothing short of a bishop in full canonicals 
would have silenced these prowlers, who 
declined to forget the history of the district 
Sometimes they were offensively civil, but their 
civility was largely adulterated with patronage. 
One day a young lady was paying my friend's 
family a visit It was a soaking wet afternoon, 
and as she paid the full fare, and a bit over, the 
dripping cabman was melted into pity. ' A very 
bad day, miss,' he said, ' for your business, but I 
think it'll clear up afore long ! At least, I 'ope 
soT 

My friend now lives in Clapham. 



GLOOMSBURY 

Since the Central Ducal Desert of No 
Thoroughfare has been opened up by the 
abolition of the gates and bars of Bloomsbury 
— an abolition that was only obtained by half a 
century's persistent agitation — a great change 
has come over this important portion of Central 
London. Gloomsbury, as it might have been 
called — the butt of Theodore Hook and Mrs, 
TroUope, the mother of Anthony — is gradually 
losing its solid, sulky, residential mansions, and 
acquiring in their place the red-bricked and 
yellow-ceramic, turret-roofed blocks which are 
evidently copied from young Pimlico and old 
Chelsea. 

His Grace of Bedford, like his Grace of 
Westminster, and his Grace in futuro of 
Cadogan, has discovered that flats, whatever 
they may be, are not 'weary, stale, and un- 
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profitable/ and that it is better to serve a 
nation of lodgers with * self-contained ' tene- 
ments than a nation of Englishmen with old- 
fashioned and imaginary castles. A little 
sacrifice has, of course, to be made in appear- 
ance by the Land King. That curious instru- 
ment of property rights, of take-it-or-leave-it 
might, of ' King of the Castle ' power and 
'dirty rascal' abasement — a Bedford lease — is 
superseded, if not supplanted, for ever by a 
self-contained tenement agreement ; and the 
earthworm tenant when leaving his eligible 
castle after an occupancy of a few years is not 
asked to deposit a substantial sum for dilapida- 
tions, while another London serf is asked to 
deposit an equally substantial sum as a pre- 
mium for entering into temporary possession 
of the same premises, with the precious 
privilege of making any improvements at his 
own expense and facing similar dilapidation 
claims at the end of his covenant The self- 
contained hutches or 'pigeon-holes' are not 
papered with these property demands — the 
amount in money value is no doubt otherwise 
provided. 

Bloomsbury, or Gloomsbury, has become a 
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newspaper topic in recent times, when some- 
thing was wanted to relieve the eternal mono- 
tony of Dreyfus - Transvaal and Transvaal- 
Dreyfus, but no journalistic ingenuity could 
give much interest to a district which was 
made, and is still governed, by the British 
Museum. In spite of its ponderous air of 
ultra-respectability, however, it has had more 
undiscovered murders within its area — and the 
parochial borders which are generally included 
in the term 'Bloomsbury' — than any other 
district of equal size in the centre of London. 
They began to accumulate before the Great 
Coram Street mystery, and they have con- 
tinued to accumulate. It is no aspersion on 
the highly-respectable ' Mrs. Todgers's * who 
are to be found in every street of Gloomsbury 
if the number of lodgers and lodging-houses 
are pointed at as some little explanation of 
this metropolitan curiosity. 

The murder in Great Indecorum Street 
(where Thackeray lived in his early days) is 
still waiting for the coming Lecocq, like many 
other mysteries), but for the pure romance of 
Literature and Art, there is more in the dirty 
little Brook Street, Holborn, in the neighbour- 
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ing parish of St Andrew's, where the boy 
Chatterton ended his misery, than in the whole 
of Gloomsbury put together, even with the 
* Field of the Forty Footsteps/ and its legend. 
Cowper and Gray are respectable and immortal 
names amongst poets, though they scarcely give 
the romantic flavour which Richard Savage has 
conferred upon the next-door district of Soho. 

The names of celebrities connected with 
Bloomsbury — with the exception of Dr. Dodd, 
the reverend forger, who 'went up Holbom 
Hill in a cart' — were all essentially Blooms- 
burian. They were all a credit to the district, 
and knew how to behave themselves, like the 
Devil in Southey's poem — 

' He came into London by Tottenham Court Road, 

Rather by chance than by whim. 
And there he saw Brothers the Prophet, 
And Brothers the Prophet saw him.' 

The law was always largely represented. Lord 
Thurlow, Sir Samuel Romilly, Mr. Justice 
Holroyd, Chief Justice Tenterden, Lord Den- 
man, Lord Eldon, Sir Thomas Noon Talfourd 
(who dared to be a poet), and many others 
whose names can be found in that most valu- 
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able book and its extension, Peter Cunning- 
ham's ' Handbook of London.' 

The actors, like the legal profession, always 
favoured Gloomsbury, and probably for the 
same reason — it was near their business. In 
the day when no actor at the two Patent 
Theatres was allowed by contract to live more 
than a mile from his workshop, except at his 
own risk and expense, it is wonderful that so 
few eminent comedians were found in or upon 
the borders of the most dismal street in 
London — Gower Street. Those who indulged 
in the luxury of a cottage at Chiswick, or a 
villa at Twickenham or Hampton Court, stood 
the chance of being called to a sudden re- 
hearsal by a post-chaise messenger, at the cost 
of about two nights' salary. 

Literature in its highest and most fanciful 
form may not have clung to Gloomsbury, with 
two eminent exceptions; but John Ruskin, 
Samuel Warren, Sheridan Knowles, Sir James 
Mackintosh, Miss Mitford, George Augustus 
Sala, F. C Burnand, with artists like John 
Leech and John Constable, are names to set 
against John Philip Kemble, Harley, Dodd 
(Garrick's Dodd), and one or two others, in- 

II 
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eluding Forbes Robertson, artist and actor. 
Apart from and above all these, however, 
are two giant names — Charles Dickens and 
Benjamin Disraeli. Dickens, according to 
strict parochial limits, was doubtless in St 
Pancras; but when the time comes he shall 
have a statue in Bloomsbury representing him 
tramping alone through the night from Tavis- 
tock House, London, to Gad's Hill, Kent, ac- 
companied by the children of his imagination — 
creations far more than phantoms — nursing 
them into enduring, living creatures blessed 
with eternal vitality. 

Benjamin Disraeli was a genuine Blooms- 
burian. Born in Theobald's Road (once 
known as King's Road), in a house still 
standing, a door or two from John Street 
and facing Gray's Inn Gardens, he was a 
mere boy when his father, Isaac D'Israeli, 
still anxious to get nearer the British Museum, 
took the house No. 6, Hart Street, Bloomsbury, 
sometimes called No. 5, Bloomsbury Square, 
because the side fronted the square, the 
entrance being in Hart Street, This house 
was (and is) a mansion not easily matched in 
Mayfair. Its entrance - hall was a spacious 
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chamber, floored with marble slabs, with a 
large fireplace, a broad stone staircase, Adams 
plaques on the walls, and Adams balustrades 
and landings, Spanish mahogany doors^ and 
recessed windows. 

I have reason to know that Isaac D' Israeli 
at that time, bookworm as he was, had the 
command of at least a couple of thousand 
pounds a year, but was modest and thrifty in 
his habits. Benjamin was sent across the 
fields to a * Dame School ' at Islington, in 
Colebrooke Row — the Row that was freshened 
up by the open New River, that had recollec- 
tions of CoUey Gibber, and that contained 
Charles Lamb's cottage, with the rural street, 
door that opened into the parlour. Benjamin 
went home in the afternoon (early in winter) 
down the south side of the Pentonville 
Mountain, past old Bagnigge Wells, and 
began his writing career at No. 6, Hart 
Street, Bloomsbury. He made considerable 
way with 'Vivian Gray/ to the astonishment 
of his father, who wondered much where he 
got his knowledge of fashionable society. 



II 



A SO-SO SABBATH IN LONDON 

It is not a sightly street, and although it was 
named after a pious Bishop of London, it is a 
sad Sabbath-breaker. To find any parallel to 
Polyglot Street in this respect you must go 
eastwards to Rag Fair or Petticoat Lane, now 
decently called Middlesex Street, to the Bird 
Market in Bethnal Green, or southwards to 
the New Cut. 

The church-bells of the ugliest church in 
London are doing all they can to frighten the 
English colony from the morning service. The 
remains of an insolvent King and the greatest 
art and dramatic critic of the century lie peace- 
ably in the stony-hearted graveyard. But round 
the corner Polyglot Street is not at all peace- 
able. A few shops are closed, notably the bed- 
manufacturer's, which stands on the site of the 
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first attempt at an improved lodging-house for 
single men, before the * models' were quite 
started. If biographies were truthful, a few 
celebrated authors and journalists would figure 
as lodgers at these pioneer chambers. 
. The bed-manufacturer observes the Day of 
Rest, as befits a bed-maker ; not so his neigh- 
bours. Saturday night, the great marketing 
night, has not exhausted their energies. The 
newsvendors, of course, are open, selling French, 
German, English, and Italian papers, Zeitungs 
and Gazettas, a few political pamphlets, matches, 
sweetstuff, cigarettes, tobacco, and snuff. Char- 
cuterie shops are crowded with customers not 
only for strong-smelling Normandy cheeses, 
French mustard, pickles, and mysterious 
sausages from Hamburg, Bologna, and Stras- 
bourg, but for bottles of light wine and other 
liquors not to be ' consumed on the premises.' 

Although the neighbourhood is known as 
* Petty France,' French is not by any means 
the predominating language. Polish, Russian, 
and Hungarian are occasionally heard ; German 
more frequently, and Italian more frequently 
still. 

The few taverns are closed until after church- 
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time ; but when open, with one or two British 
exceptions, they are ' houses of call ' for couriers 
and the Swiss colony. A fishmonger is open 
as if it was market-day at Billingsgate, and the 
tempting announcement * Ice ' is displayed in 
lai^e letters amongst the periwinkles. A 
clothier is ready to serve you with * hand-me- 
down ' clothes, or to * swop * with you the heavy 
overcoat on your back (if you have an overcoat) 
for something more suitable for the summer 
season. The boot-seller invites your patronage, 
and a particularly prominent hosier's is open, 
where dazzling rainbow ties can be bought for 
adornment, or * dickeys ' and cuffs for apparent 
cleanliness. 

The various restaurants of several nation- 
alities are making ready to begin with the 
knife - and - fork breakfasts. If you want to 
revive your recollection of Vienna cooking 
(which probably you don't), a little retired 
house is ready to oblige you; and a more 
pretentious Berlin Gast - Haus is willing to 
serve you with 'Sauer-Kraut mit Schweiner- 
fleisch.* Roast pork with stewed prunes is 
often ' on ' — a variation of the John Bull apple- 
sauce — and so is jam-tart with roast duck. 
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There are several Italian restaurants of 
various degrees of importance, where the 
gradations of vermicelli, spaghetti, and 
macaroni can be studied. One has a reputa- 
tion beyond the boundary lines of 'Petty 
France,' as the old Rocher de Cancale in 
Paris, many years ago, had a reputation beyond 
the slums where it was situated. I dare not 
mention its name, as I know what happened 
to a well-known restaurant in the Polyglot 
Street district. It started with the best potage 
ever made or sold at threepence a plate, and 
the rest of the menu in proportion, until one 
unfortunate day it was 'discovered' by an 
enterprising journalist belonging to a leading 
paper; the inevitable article appeared, and 
from that hour the prices became somewhat 
different. 

The French restaurants of * Petty France ' 
are very numerous, and, as they have their 
regular customers twice a day, they are not 
dependent on their external attractions to tempt 
the passer-by. Two dusty oranges in a shop- 
window, backed by a not over-clean muslin 
curtain, are not altogether enticing, but it 
would be a mistake to assume that the food 
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within is bad because it is cheap. Many of 
these restaurants supply themselves from the 
large restaurants at the West End, taking any 
surplus food left over from the day before. 
Clever cookery makes up for want of absolute 
freshness ; and at most of these places sound 
light wines can be got at one-third of the 
prices charged by more pretentious establish- 
ments. 

The French butcher in the side-street, if not 
absolutely open, has his trade-door ajar; the 
French greengrocer is modest and retiring, but 
open ; and the French baker has his really 
excellent bread and well-made pastry half 
concealed by a drawn-down blind. It is left 
for the English part of the colony to abuse 
and brutalize the liberty tolerated in this ex- 
ceptional neighbourhood. An ironmonger's is 
open, where you can buy anything, from an 
American stove to a pennyworth of tin-tacks ; 
while opposite is a second-hand furniture-dealer^ 
who is holding a Dutch auction on his door- 
step. He is selling flat-irons, coal-scuttles, 
chipped china, dilapidated oil-lamps^ strips of 
carpet, saucepans, odd sets of fire-irons, old 
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lace curtains, and the sweepings of many 
garrets, talking all the while to twenty or 
thirty people, chiefly women. When the oppo- 
site public -house opens at one o'clock, his 
pockets will be gorged, his audience probably 
gone, and he will certainly be very thirsty. 



'LET US ALL BE UNHAPPY ON 

SUNDAY' 

Some few years ago a very law-abiding and 
God-fearing man, a native of that part of the 
kingdom which makes an idol of the Sabbath — 
a man in a high official position, administering 
the laws of his country — wrote a short poem, 
bearing the title at the head of this paper, 
which doubtless shocked the righteous over- 
much, if they understood the spirit of sarcasm 
in which it was written. He advised the 
pedants, made up of stiff clay, and the sour- 
faced children of sorrow, to make the most 
of the day before them, in face of the in- 
evitable Sabbath. He had evidently had 
enough of the Scotch Sunday. He probably 
knew its hollowness and hypocrisy. He was 
not even respectful to Permissive Bills. He 
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described a P. B. as ' a Bill to permit you to 
prevent me from having a glass of beer.' 

The discussion with the somewhat mislead- 
ing heading of ' Sunday Night in London ' has 
shown a stupendous ignorance on the part of 
the majority of what a London Sunday is at 
the present day, and an equally stupendous 
impudence on the part of the minority in 
stating what they wish to make it 

The majority who write about the want of 
sacred concerts on Sunday either never knew^ 
or must have forgotten, how many choral 
churches, chapels, abbeys, and cathedrals (with 
and without orchestras) are open morning, 
noon, and night; how many halls are open 
for afternoon performances of seculd.r music, 
that is, music a trifle more dull than the Stabai 
Mater ; how many night institutions are open 
for lectures, discussions, recitations, and even 
dramatic representations ; how many clubs in- 
clude music, and, in some cases, dancing 
amongst their attractions ; how many public 
gardens are open in the summer, and how 
many picture-galleries are open in the winter. 

I will say nothing about the Salvation Army, 
who have their d6pdts all over the town, and 
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their musical promenades in most of the leading 
thoroughfares, and I will merely mention the 
bands in the parks, on the terrace at Windsor, 
and in connection with the army church parades, 
and that lively and pretty ditch, the Thames, 
where the musical fanatic, in the season, can 
enjoy fifty miles of banjo and accordion. All 
this may fall short of a Volks-Garten in the 
grounds of Buckingham Palace with a band 
of European reputation, but it is surely a 
wedge the end of which cannot be called very 
thin. 

In apparent ignorance of all this, the official 
representatives of the Stagnant Sunday 
Organizations try to frighten the public with 
legal bogies. Acts of Parliament made for a 
very different England, and a far more different 
London, are picked out of those melancholy 
records of royal and human folly, the statutes 
at large, and shaken at the criminals. The 
man on the knife-board is to read this list 
and tremble — a list that looks like a chemist's 
prescription : Edward III., Henry VI., James I., 
I C. I. c. I (1625), C. II., William and 
Mary, Anne, William III., George III., and 
George IV., etc. This is a pretty Sunday 
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mixture, most of it made up by rulers who 
were not altogether led by their parliaments. 
Government is one thing ; Bumbledon, even 
royal Bumbledon, is another. Where are 
those Acts now.^ With one or two ex- 
ceptions, they might just as well be described 
by this formula : 6th and 7th Mary Jane, cap. 
68 ; 25th King Jackass II., c. 36 ; 3rd and 4th, 
Black Sal and Dusty Bob, c. 14; King 
Bumble II., c. 24. 

The only Acts in the list in a state of 
suspended animation are the Sunday Trading 
Act of Charles II. (29 C II. c. 7), which has 
been partly repealed, and the 21 George III., 
c. 49. The first Act has been occasionally 
enforced against a few wretched barbers in a 
town like Derby, one of the greatest railway- 
centres of Sunday railway traffic in England ; 
and the second Act has been enforced more 
than once against people who open places like 
the Brighton Aquarium on a Sunday. 

The prosecution of this institution in 1875 
had this great and beneficial effect — the fangs 
of the Mad King's Bill were drawn by a short 
Act of amendment (38 and 39 Vic, c. 80), 
giving the Crown absolute power to remit 
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penalties. The Mad King had a liberal notion 
of fines : two hundred pounds a day for the 
owner of the disorderly house, one hundred 
pounds a day for the sleek acting-manager, 
and fifty pounds a day each for every door- 
keeper, servant, and ticket - collector. The 
bulk of these fat penalties was to go to the 
informer. 

Like the Drunken Prostitutes Act of 
George II. (25 Geo. II., c. 36), which now 
governs many theatres and all the music-halls 
in London and the provinces, the Mad King's 
Act had an object above and beyond public 
decency on the Sabbath. It was passed to 
stop unpleasant political debates at places of 
public meeting. 

In defending their cause, the official repre- 
sentatives of the Stagnant Sunday Organiza- 
tions have quoted certain figures given them 
by Sir Howard Vincent, which are made to 
prove, or to appear to prove, that crime in- 
creases in certain foreign countries in pro- 
portion to the social liberty of the Sabbath. 
These figures want verification, and a careful 
inquiry into cause and effect Sir Howard 
Vincent is an observant traveller, and his ex- 
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perience, I fancy, would hardly justify the 
Sabbatarians' assertion. In any case» with 
the exception of Russia, none of these countries 
can equal the consumption of intoxicants in 
England, or the hypocrisy which draws forty 
millions sterling a year from this degrading 
source, while pretending to favour the cause 
of temperance. 



THE DAWN OF THE PRESENT 

CENTURY 

We hear a good deal just now of the latter days 
of the century ; perhaps a few words about the 
dawn of the century may not be altogether ill- 
timed or unwelcome. 

It was the heyday of stamp and paper duties. 
There were about half a dozen newspapers, too 
dear for the multitude to buy, and probably 
only published, like the Quarterly B,nd Edinburgh 
Reviews^ for the select few to read. There was 
no gas. Oil-lamps enlivened the streets, and 
at the theatres candles, supposed to be wax, 
dripped down the back of your dress-clothes. 

Chelsea was a village separated from London 
by the Five Fields at Pimlico, and the Foot- 
pad's Pass, called Bloody Bridge, somewhere 
where the Court Theatre now stands. Visitors 



DAWN OF THE PRESENT CENTURY 177 

to the playhouses from Chelsea used to assemble 
after the performance at the bottom of St 
James's Street until they numbered about thirty 
or forty strong, and then marched across the 
Five Fields with torches, blunderbusses, and 
bludgeons — a mutual protection association. 
Nothing was safe — not even the Bank of 
England. The one -pound note was not a 
universal favourite, and the street poets sang 
that they would * rather have a guinea.' 

The year 1800— the year of the Union — 
found London and England in this state. 
People advertised openly to purchase places 
in the public service. The usual swindling 
advertisements under the heading of * Matri- 
mony ' appeared occasionally in the journals. 
Nottingham, which is now about two hours 
and a half from London, with trains nearly 
every hour, day and night, is thus dealt 
with : 

^ A lady going to Nottingham in a week or 
two wishes to make a third in a chaise. A 
gentleman and lady, or two elderly gentlemen, 
preferred. — Address, X.Y., 2 Clement's Court, 
Milk Street.' 

* The cutter Enterprise^ of Guernsey (Amice 

12 
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Lecocq, commander), a prime sailer, armed with 
four guns, small-arms, etc, and having excellent 
accommodation for passengers, sails from Wey- 
mouth for Guernsey every Thursday/ 

' A gentleman offers to lend his chaise gratis 
to a party for Exeter or Truro if the borrowers 
will kindly leave it, when done with, for prefer- 
ence at Truro/ 

Covent Garden Theatre, secure in its patent 
monopoly rights to perform Shakespeare, and 
empowered to prosecute up to imprisonment 
any encroachers on these legitimate preserves, 
gives up its stage to Mendoza, the prize-fighter, 
for a sparring exhibition. 

Mrs. Jordan, at Drury Lane, ' Respectfully 
informs the public that her night is fixed for 
Monday, the 12th (January, 1800), when she 
promises a comedy, and to sing, accompanying 
herself on the Lute." 

State lotteries were legal in 1800, and large 
diamonds, the predecessors of the Koh-i-Noor, 
were disposed of in this way. 

The Budget expenses for 1800 were under 
forty millions ; army and navy, as usual, taking 
the lead. This sum was provided for by four 
millions of indirect taxes, and over five millions 
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of Income-tax, the remainder being made up of 
credits, surpluses, and loans, and three millions 
charged for renewing the Bank of England 
Charter. 

George Washington dies ; and Bonaparte is 
Chief Consul of France. France soon became 
an empire ; and America was, and still is, a 
republic. 

A Bill to prevent bull-baiting was thrown out 
in the House of Commons by a majority of two, 
and the King, George III., went in state to the 
House of Lords to give his royal consent (July 2) 
to the union with Ireland. Bull-baiting, to judge 
by the speeches of many distinguished states- 
men, was looked upon as one of the pillars of 
the British Constitution. 

Forestalling — buying produce months in 
advance — was then a crime^ and occasionally 
duly punished. A watchman named Night is 
fined for assaulting a drunken citizen, who 
complained that he was calling the wrong hour 
and the wrong weather. Sentence of death 
was passed on a number of prisoners for various 
offences — burglary, sheep -stealing, highway- 
robbery^ horse-stealing, forgery, firing a pistol, 
coining, and taking a bill out of a letter in the 

12 — 2 
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Post Office. No executions took place, at that 
moment, for stealing linen off a hedge, or 
breaking down the bank of a fish-pond. 

Footpads not only infested the country, but 
London and the suburbs, though they were not 
always successful. One stopped a French 
priest in the Edgware Road, and, not content 
with his few shillings, insisted on changing coats. 
When the priest got the thiefs coat he ran away 
at full speed, the thief after him ; but the race 
was won by honesty and virtue, as it always 
should be. When the priest searched the ragged 
garment he found ;^50. 

Virtue was not always so well rewarded. In 
December, 1800, Mr. Townsend, the celebrated 
Bow Street runner, was robbed of his hat in the 
Chapel Royal. Neither the officer nor the place 
was held sacred. The wife of a gardener coming 
from Chiswick in a cart was attacked near 
Kensington Gore by two footpads. She 
knocked one down with the butt-end of her 
whip, and drove off unmolested. A man is 
killed at Deptford who resisted a pressgang, 
but the coroners jury went through the form 
of bringing in a verdict of wilful murder against 
the lieutenant and midshipman. A man is 
badly bitten in attempting to take money out 
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of the mouth of a dog who was acting as a 
messenger. 

The quantity of forged notes out (chiefly 
one-pounders) gave the Bank of England much 
trouble — at least, it said so. Churchyards are 
robbed of bodies — of course for the doctors. 
Duels are plentiful, and so are prize-fights. 
Belcher and Mendoza were the heroes of the 
hour. The favourite arenas were Wimbledon 
Common and Moulsey Hurst Hyde Park 
Corner was used as the ' meet ' for the scores 
of post-chaises and hackney-carriages going to 
these fights. The volunteers numbered 1 2,000, 
and had reviews in the same neighbourhood. 

The Bread Spectre now makes its appearance. 
The quartern loaf is is. 3d. The House of 
Commons reports. It is still fond of reporting. 
It suggests that bakers should be compelled to 
sell stale bread instead of new, to check the 
consumption. 'It is a fact, proved by the 
clearest evidence, that one-half of the bread in 
London is consumed the day in which it is 
baked/ This sounds very dreadful, even towards 
the close of the century. The suggested pro- 
hibition became law, the fine for each offence 
being ;^5. Both Houses of Parliament pledged 
themselves and their families not to consume 
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more than one quartern loaf per head per week 
during the scarcity — of course, the artificial 
scarcity — of grain. The Lord Mayor issues 
an Order of Assize which raises the price of 
the quartern loaf to is. 5^ The use of flour 
for pastry is prohibited (February, 1 800) in the 
Royal Household by the Royal Family. Rice 
is used as a substitute in the palaces. Possible 
substitutes for wheaten flour were anxiously 
discussed. Bran came to the fore, but it 
appeared that pigs and poultry had the first 
charge on this material. Grains were suggested 
for pigs, and potatoes for humanity. The com- 
plaint arose that potatoes were not sufficiently 
cultivated ; but no Bill was brought in to make 
compulsory potato-farming the first duty of all 
good citizens. This showed great restraint on 
the part of the Legislature. Rice or potatoes 
were recommended to be mixed with wheat, to 
the extent of one-third. Coal now becomes 
scarce, and consequently dear. Fodder becomes 
dear ; and hackney-carriage fares are raised. 
The Lord Mayor, by another Assize Order, 
raises the price of the quartern loaf to is. 6d. 

The soldiers are now told to hold themselves 
in readiness if required. The fish-market was 
then a close borough, as it is now — Free Trade 
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and advanced civilization having, in this instance, 
done nothing for the poor consumer. An attempt 
is made to render rice-bread popular. Selling 
from sample is denounced, and so is the middle- 
man ; while forestallers and regraters are prose- 
cuted in all directions. 

Riots now begin, and the denounced middle- 
men have a bad time of it. The mob, when it 
is enraged, generally burns down the wrong 
house and punishes the wrong people. In 1789 
the mob destroyed the Bastile — an aristocratic 
prison which had rarely contained one of their 
order — and in 1871 they destroyed the Porte 
St. Martin Theatre, the favourite play-house of 
the Paris Commune. 

Sunday amusements were not neglected or 
forbidden in 1800. About 200,000 people, 
according to a calculation, spent each Sunday 
in the summer in the suburban inns, tea-houses, 
etc., getting rid of ;^2 5,000. These roysterers 
were divided into : 



Sober ... 


... 50,000 


In high glee ... 


... 90,000 


Drankish 


... 30,000 


Staggering tipsy 


... 10,000 


Muzzy 


... 15,000 


Dead drunk ... 


... 5,000 


Total ... 


... 200,000 
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The Prince of Wales, about this time, not 
feeling well, made an application to the King 
for leave to go to Lisbon or Madeira. The 
King referred the application to the Ministers, 
who refused their consent. The dresses of this 
period were objected to on the score of in- 
delicacy. There was very little of them, and 
that little was too transparent. Mr. John 
Philip Kemble sat for his hundred and thirteenth 
portrait in 1 800 ; this almost beats the theatrical 
photographic record of 1 899. 



KIPPERED HAMBURG 

« 

When I first made the acquaintance of 
Hamburg, about forty years ago, it seemed 
to me to be the most fishy town I had ever 
entered, though I was familiar with Newhaven 
(N.B.), Great Grimsby, Lincolnshire, and the 
fisherman's town of Boulogne-sur-Mer. I ap- 
proached it from the land side (I came from 
Berlin, which was then a rough city, paved 
with stones like egg-plums, and known to its 
Bohemians as the 'sanguinary' village), and I 
fancied I could smell it half an hour before I 
got to the station. As St. Petersburg still 
reminds me of Rotherhithe and Wapping, so 
Hamburg then reminded me of Lower Thames 
Street The herring flavour predominated, as 
it always does. Roast pork is the conqueror in 
places like a baker's oven, where many joints 
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are cooked for the lower orders, and in all fishy 
towns the herring, red or not red, fresh, ' cured ' 
or kippered, is the master of the situation. 

I have recently revisited Hamburg, going 
to it from the port of Grimsby, in one of the 
fleet of steamships now owned by the Great 
Central Railway. These vessels are small, but 
clean and comfortable, well officered, not small 
enough to be 'cock-boats,' and not large 
enough to be floating hotels. A good sailor 
can perform the part of a yacht proprietor for a 
very moderate sum ; and a bad sailor can obtain 
the privacy of a good sea cabin. These boats 
carry cargo in the late summer, chiefly boxes of 
herrings. 

The approach to Hamburg by water is not 
interesting, The Elbe is one of the most 
commonplace rivers in Europe. Far from 
being a Danube, a Rhine (even the Lower 
Rhine), or a Seine, it is not even a Volga or a 
Scheldt About a couple of miles on, the 
right banky before entering the harbour, 
presents some pretty object-lessons in wooded 
villa-building. It is better than the Mersey. 

In i860 Hamburg was a free city. It 
might have been called a free-and-easy city. 
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Its harbour was fringed with buildings like 
those of Old Havre, its population was like 
the population of Bute Street, Cardiff, and 
Ratcliffe Highway in the East of London ; its 
houses had all the vices of the vilest slums, and 
all the picturesque features for the aquarellist 
and the black-and-white artist. Its waterside 
houris were liberal in the display of their 
charms, which were independent of cleanliness, 
and the air was haddocky, herringy, dried- 
coddy, suggestive of the not very distant 
Heligoland and the Dogger Bank. 

All this has, to all appearance, been im- 
proved off the face of the earth, to be crowded 
a little closer in the slummy suburb of Altona. 
Altona does all it can to preserve the old reputa- 
tion of * kippered Hamburg/ The old town- 
hall has not tumbled down or been destroyed, 
and the 'people's theatre' still exists where I 
saw the 'Forest of Bondy; or, the Dog of 
Montargis,' in the sixties, under exceptional 
circumstances. The dog was an English bull- 
dog, and refused to seize the red leathern thong 
of the villain's cravat, and be swung several 
times round the stage in the orthodox fashion* 
The dog preferred pinning the foot of the 
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villain to the boards, with the result that the 
curtain had to be rung down on an unrehearsed 
tableau. 

Our steamship landed us at our appointed 
quay (duly lettered and numbered), and my 
personal luggage being a small wicker bag big 
enough to carry a woollen shirt, two paper 
collars, a brush, a toothbrush, a comb, a pair 
of socks, a travelling-cap, and a small brandy- 
flask — a sufficient outfit for India, as Sir Charles 
Napier thought — I walked away without any 
Customs interference, and sauntered at least a 
mile, inspecting the harbour, the docks, the 
quays, the warehouses, the drawbridges, and 
admiring the quiet German organization which 
controlled the enormous business without noise, 
jaw, or bluster. 

At last I found myself at an outer bridge, and 
after I had crossed it, I was motioned into a 
side toll-house, where I passed before a couple 
of officers, opened my anchorite bag, and was 
soon outside the fortifications. I could not help 
comparing this with Liverpool or Southampton » 
the latter a disgrace to any civilized country. 

I walked through the new city. My 
'Kippered Hamburg' had nearly all dis- 
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appeared, and in its place was a combination 
of Regent Street, Bond Street, and Sloane 
Street, London, Bold Street, Liverpool, St. 
Ann's Square, Manchester, the Broadway, 
New York, the Boulevard Anspach, Brussels, 
the Rue de la Paix, Paris, the bazaars of St 
Petersburg and Moscow, and the arcades of 
Berlin. 

A little, but very little, of the ancient flavour 
remained. Here and there in the city of swell 
shops and swell shopkeepers little gaps between 
the mansions showed themselves, and ink-and- 
water canals were seen — a somewhat gloomy 
Venice, not as picturesque as Rotterdam, along 
which silent Charons were steering gloomy 
barges. Its home was certainly in the sea, 
but the salt seaweed had fled from the brick- 
work of its warehouses. One old-time place, 
the Messeburg, had escaped the pickaxe of 
improvement, and there the curious tourist 
may get some little idea of old ' Kippered 
Hamburg.* 

The smell of Sauer-Kraut, which comes up 
every now and then from the underground 
restaurants in some of the finest streets, shows 
that Germany has not been quite Frenchified. 
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The shopkeeper has copied and advanced upon 
his English model. His plate-glass front ex- 
tends downwards to his basement, or kitchen 
floor, and he gets more space to dress his 
window, and show his damasks, his velvets 
and tapestry. 

The tall, spiked, steepled churches, with their 
sea-green slates, like the roofs in Moscow, stand 
on the wooded boulevards, in the broad squares, 
in the bright and busy streets, and the busy 
market-places, but they are dosed on every 
side with ultra- Protestant determination, except 
on Sundays. 

The electric tramways run from everywhere 
to everywhere, being almost as ornamental on 
the outside as a Lord Mayor's state-coach, and 
much more comfortable within. Like the New 
York and French trams, they have no accom- 
modation for outside passengers, probably owing 
to the electric current. The Imperial highway 
is theirs, and the foot passengers have to be 
watchful. Getting out of the way of a curvi- 
linear tram, I was nearly knocked down by a 
cyclist, and in escaping him, I had to dodge a 
Swiss dining express train, which was running 
through the centre of the road and serving 
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luncheon at the same time, without any 
apparent signals or level-crossing keepers. 

One great and distinguished feature which 
'Kippered Hamburg' had in i860, and still 
has, are the two great central dams, or lakes — 
the Alster and the Lombard. These, with 
their trees, their mansions, and their hotels 
round the banks, and their little steamers, 
their boats, and their steam-launches on the 
water, form something like an aquatic Hyde 
Park, and will always give Hamburg a 
distinctive character. 

The cost of living is not extravagant The 
carriages (victorias) are fairly good and cheap, 
the taximeter is in universal use, and the 
coachmen are civil. The cost of a tramway 
ride from any one point to another is rather 
less than a penny. The hotels in the best 
positions provide a good room for about three 
shillings a night. The restaurants are equally 
moderate, and a presentable table d'h6te dinner, 
served from one in the afternoon to nine at 
night, at separate tables, can be had for 
eighteenpence. Wine, as usual, is dear and 
hotelly, but lager-beer is drunk everywhere, 
and is properly kept and served by people 
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who know their business. Messrs. AUsopp 
may be glad to know that it is drawn through 
iced pipes, and is not sold ' with the chill off.' 
Boiled ginger-beer and Abemethy biscuits are 
not considered light refreshment at the few 
open-air cbS6s in Hamburg. 

There is one experiment in the art of living 
— an art very little understood in England — 
which I should like to see copied in London, 
though I expect I shall be beheaded on Tower 
Hill by the Thames Conservancy Board for 
suggesting it. In the centre of the great dam 
is a lake restaurant and concert-room, with a 
ladies' swimming-bath at one end and a gentle- 
men's swimming • bath at the other. An 
equivalent position to this would be Chelsea 
Reach, not far from the Suspension Bridge. 
I am ashamed to make such a suggestion, 
because it ought to have been carried out 
forty years ago, about the time the bridge was 
opened and I was in ' Kippered Hamburg.' 



THE DEATH OF OLD CALAIS 

There are certain cities of great historical 
interest which half the civilized world have 
agreed to regard as merely turnpikes. Calais 
is one of them. Considering the traffic that 
hurries through it day and night from year to 
year, never lingering longer than an antiquated 
Custom House system compels it to linger, it 
may take its place as the chief turnpike of the 
universe. Celebrities down at heel have made 
it their last refuge — Beau Brummell in one 
generation, and George Hudson, the railway 
king, in another. ' Bloody Mary * may have 
died with its name engraven on her heart ; 
Ruskin may have lavished his poetic prose 
on the old weather-beaten cathedral; and 
Thaclceray may have loved the little city, not 
wisely, but too well ; but its old- fashioned, 
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rustic hostelries have rarely been peopled with 
the tourist — ^personally conducted or otherwise — 
and the familiar voice of the travelled American 
and his family has rarely been heard in its 
spacious market-place. Its outside supporters 
are a few wandering sailors and the well-to-do 
rustic population of the neighbouring villages. 
Its inn-yards on market-day are strongly sug- 
gestive of the Auberge des Adrets and the 
melodrama of ' Robert Macaire.' Gigs and 
hooded carts of strange appearance and clumsy 
construction crowd its narrow streets, and fossil 
diligences, driven off the road by the victorious 
railway, are utilized for the carriage of vegetables 
and dairy produce. 

The French as a nation are not unjust to 
their heroes, but the Calais authorities^ as a 
department or municipality, are not apparently 
much endowed with the national spirit. Opposite 
the old Flemish-looking town -hall, with its 
delicate iron lace -work turret and tinkling 
chimes, stands a bust on a dwarf column of 
the liberator of Calais — ^the Due de Guise. 
This bust and column are not larger than a 
French nobleman would have in his library or 
vestibule, and look painfully mean when com- 
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pared with the great statue of Jean Bart erected 
in the grand square in the almost adjoining city 
of Dunkerque. Jean Bart was a bit of a filibuster 
in his day, and not the liberator of his city ; but 
his statue is twelve or fourteen feet high, and 
the Due de Guise's bust is not the size of an 
ordinary cannon-ball. Very little respect is 
shown to the Calais liberator in another way. 
His palace has almost disappeared, and what 
remains of it at the end of the Rue de Guise 
is only an entrance to a rookery that would have 
disgraced the old days of St. Giles's. 

Thackeray had a sentimental regard for 
Calais because it smelt of Sterne, and he loved 
even the comparatively modern Hdtel Dessein, 
in the Rue Courbet, at the back of the town- 
hall, though it was not the Calais hostelry of 
the ' Sentimental Journey.' This Thackerayan 
place of entertainment for man and beast is now 
no more ; the courtyard is closed, the signboard 
is taken down, and the grand old landlady who 
used to receive her guests like a duchess in black 
silk, and bow them in with wax candles, has now 
retired from the business of hospitality, leaving 
the ground to the Hdtel Meurice, in the Rue 
de Guise. The original H6tel Dessein was in 
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the Rue Royale, the main road to Paris from 
Calais and the North of France, and formed part 
of a public garden and a small theatre. The 
hotel and the garden have long since been 
utilized for other purposes ; but the theatre 
still remains for the delight of the Calais 
population and their friends, the entrance being 
in a back-street which is as quiet as the grave. 
The old ramparts are being replaced by new 
ones, and the old and evil-smelling ditch is now 
filled up, and its surface covered with asphalt, 
forming a fine road round the old city. The 
old railway station at the head of the harbour, 
now disused for traffic — the new stations being 
on the quay and on the St. Pierre side of the 
city — is much in the same state as it was for 
forty years, and ought to be modelled before it 
is destroyed. It was, without exception, the 
smallest, dirtiest, and most inconvenient station 
in Europe, and ought to be preserved in monu- 
mental form to show what the Great Northern 
Railway of France inflicted for so many years 
upon England as a revenge for Waterloo. If 
Madame Tussaud would oblige with a counter- 
feit presentment of old Robert, the octogenarian 
commissionaire, and his sixty-year-old son, who 
looked older than his father, the museum of 
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Calais curiosities would be well started ; and to 
these might be added the old Calais Gate, im- 
mortalized by Hogarth, which was for some time 
deprived of its drawbrige, and partly banked up 
by the new ditch-road. 1 1 is now bodily removed, 
like Temple Bar. Let us hope, for the sake of 
old associations, that it will find a sympathetic 
purchaser, but rumour says it has been broken 
up for road-stones. 

The great dock and harbour works are going 
on apace, and Dunkerque will soon have a 
powerful rival. The engineers and architects 
have avoided the old city, making a circuit of 
the outer walls, unlike Oliver Cromwell, who 
during his temporary governorship of Dun- 
kerque made a short cut to the sea - front 
through the ancient cathedral of St. Eloi, 
leaving the tower of the church on one side of 
the road and the body of the church on the other. 

Sending forth its rays across the stormy 
waters — 'the light that never was on sea or 
land' — trying to save all men, regardless of 
creeds, opposing nationalities, and even of 
Alsace and Lorraine, the tower of the light- 
house raises its lofty head, surmounted by a 
flash-light Christian glory that would grace a 
multitude of saints. 



A TRAIN OF PLEASURE 

In England they call it an * excursion train/ 
in France they call it a ^ train of pleasure/ In 
the old days of the Spanish Inquisition, or the 
Council of Ten in Venice, it would have been an 
instrument of torture, whatever they called it 

It begins by starting when everybody is, or 
ought to be, in bed, and it ends in arriving 
somewhere before anybody is up. It some- 
times varies this process by not arriving at 
all, or arriving half a day late. On the 
slightest provocation it goes into what is 
technically known as a * siding/ Here it 
stops fast asleep until many trains have passed 
it, and only emerges drowsily to come into 
contact with luggage - trains and coal - trucks. 
Its carriages are selected, not for their comfort 
or beauty, but for their age and experience. 
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They know every inch of the road| or ought 
to, if they have not forgotten it. 

In England its passengers have an un- 
controllable desire to look out of window at 
all hours of the night, and to risk collisions 
with passing trains or projecting brickwork. 
In France its passengers have an equally un- 
controllable desire to close all windows on the 
hottest day or night, and to try how near they 
can get to suffocation without absolutely reach- 
ing it. They recognise no law or courtesy of 
the road. To keep your seat you have to sit 
in it. They like to travel with food, and food 
means cheese, and cheese means Normandy 
cheese. Brie and Pont de T^v^que are the 
favourites, in a state of ripe decomposition. 

The train of pleasure is never in a hurry. 
There is a certain dignity about its movements. 
It lingers at small stations, and pays ceremonial 
visits to station masters and mistresses. It en 
courages street-organs on the platforms, collects 
money for the grinders, and never starts till the 
tune is finished. 

The sleeping accommodation has to be im- 
provised. Apoplexy is courted in every 
direction. Head-dresses are invented that 
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would frighten a den of lions. The snoring 
acts as a storm -signal from one station to 
another. It is almost as musical as a fog- 
horn» or the Scotch bagpipes in a back dining- 
room. Sometimes events occur that have not 
been altogether provided for» and the train of 
pleasure becomes a lying-in hospital. The 
train of pleasure loves to take a line of country 
that is crossed by as many frontiers as possible. 
A frontier means a Custom House, and some- 
times a passport office. 

The train of pleasure loves to have to make 
a connection with another train of pleasure, and 
to miss it by half an hour. This means another 
siding. The passengers exchange the carriages 
for the waiting-room, and sleep as comfortably 
as they would in a timber-yard. Some resdess 
spirits, encouraged by daybreak, start off to 
'do' the town or village, and, mistaking on 
their return one station for another, are never 
heard of again, leaving a legacy of unconsumed 
cheese and portmanteaus made of striped paste- 
board to the community of passengers. 

When the train of pleasure arrives at its 
destination, which it does occasionally, the 
sleeping town is not ready to receive it, 
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having expected it many hours before. The 
passengers wash themselves at a street-fountain 
without soap, and dry themselves with pocket- 
handkerchiefs. After this, they sit in the empty 
grand square, or market-place, or on the 
cathedral steps, till the Auberge des Adrets 
or Lion of Gold opens its friendly portals. 



ZOLA, BEWARE ! 

Most great men are doomed to find their 
Moscow. Some seek it, some stumble on it, 
some are led to it by fate, and some rush at it» 
in spite of timely warning. Is Emile Zola to 
be a victim ? What demon has whispered to 
him to prepare a * London * to follow * Paris * ? 
Has he forgotten Dor6? Has he forgotten 
Heine ? 

The subject frightens no one but a Londoner 
bred and born. I am a Londoner of this kind, 
and not deficient in courage, but the name 
makes me tremble. I was born in London 
seventy years ago ; and I have lived all my 
life in London. I have lived the life of 
London ever since I could walk. I know 
its heights ; I know its depths. I have used 
its slums as a home, and not as a peep-show. 



ZOLA, BEWARE! 203 

I have seen and shared its struggling poverty, 
its shabby gentility. I know its city life, its 
honest business and its fraudulent business. 
I know its humble, anxious tradesmen, its 
millionaires, its bankers and its gamblers, its 
newspapers and its editors, its books, its 
publishers, and its booksellers, its theatres and 
its actors, its journalists and its dramatic authors, 
its music-halls and its ' variety artists,' its painters 
and its sculptors, its statesmen and its officials, 
its musicians and its singers, its novelists and 
its reporters. I know its publicans and its 
sinners, its restaurants, its clubs, and its street 
caterers. I know its parsons, its judges, its 
lawyers, and its barristers. I know its acrobats, 
its jugglers, and its contortionists. I know all 
the puppets of the show, all the pieces on the 
great chessboard. 

Have I lost my youth ? Yes. Have I 
soured into a Brummagem Schopenhauer ? 
No. Do I hate or love London? Both. I 
hate it, I loathe it, and I curse it ; I love it, 
I adore it, and I bless it. I see in it heaven, 
hell| and purgatory. I see it working under 
the inexorable laws of creation. I see the 
innocent child crushed and mangled in the 
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streets, and the scrofulous ruffian going on his 
way rejoicing. I see Nature's slop-work — the 
lame, the halt, and the blind — limping through 
their pilgrimage of pain; and I see men and 
women (made after God's own image) riding 
or walking in the sunshine of universal admira- 
tion. I think London, I dream London, I eat, 
drink, and breathe London. I wallow in its 
mud, I sniff its refuse, and I suck in its fog 
like milk. I see hollow-cheeked famine pass 
me, and know that every night one man, 
woman, or child must die of absolute, brutal 
starvation. 

It is not for me to explain the mystery of 
pain in the universe, or to justify the ways of 
God to man. There is a well-fed Established 
Church, and I am a payer of rates and taxes. 
The law of averages accounts for much ; the 
reckless production of children accounts for 
more. Population means cheap labour, and 
cheap labour means prosperous and chirpy 
capital. Increase and multiply, by all means, 
my good people — increase and multiply. Obey 
your preachers. Does bread fall down from 
the heavens into hungry mouths ? Theo- 
retically, yes ; but practically, no. 
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The City of Dreadful Starvation, the city of 
the golden pavement, the city of make-believe 
respectability, the city of twenty licensing 
systems and only one fish sauce, the city of 
magnificent distances and more magnificent 
contrasts, the city of unlimited pot-houses, the 
city whose patron saint is a blear-eyed, red- 
nosed old Jezebel, sometimes called Britannia, 
who is supported by a blazing gin-shop on one 
side and an Oriental opium den on the other, 
the city that cannot pay its way unless it draws 
something like forty millions sterling a year 
from national drunkenness — this is the city, 
with its angels and its fiends side by side, its 
Ormuz and Ahriman, its light and darkness, 
which Zola will have to grapple with under the 
name of ^ London.' 

I pity Zola. Those whom the gods hate die 
old, and die in harness. A combination of Walt 
Whitman, Thomas de Quincey, and the writer 
of the ' Song of Solomon,' might do some little 
justice to the subject ; but Zola and his crammer, 
never ! 



J 



•SMITH' 

There are certain commonplace names — the 
rank weeds of Kelly's ' Post Office London 
Directory' (the most wonderful book in the 
world, and still growing) — that have an air 
of poetry about them. I do not care for 
Brown, nor Jones, nor Robinson, but I have 
a fancy for Smith. And when I say Smith, 
I do not mean the electro-plated Smythe — out 
upon such affectations! — but plain, unsophisti- 
cated Smith. It may be Cockney, it may be 
plebeian, though that, as the lawyers say, is 
arguable, but it is sweet and familiar, it gives 
you very little trouble to write, it leads to no 
mistakes of sound in casual introductions, and 
it paves the way for acquaintanceship, and 
ultimately friendship. 

It was a name honoured by Charles I., who 
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assumed it when he wished to move about 
without embarrassing attention, and long before 
he was deified in the ' Icon Basilik^/ It was a 
name selected by Charles Stuart, the Pretender, 
about a century later, when he wished to enter 
a kingdom that had put him to the door ; and 
it was the name selected by that not very 
romantic monarch Louis Philippe when he 
exchanged a turbulent Paris for a peaceful 
London. I say nothing about the Pretender, 
but I confess that the name seemed to fit the 
somewhat citizen - looking deposed French 
monarch better than it did the ascetic-looking 
Charles the Martyr. 

Smith, again, was the name of the adventurer 
whose life was saved by the beautiful and 
romantic Pocahontas, and it was also the name 
of that rough-and-ready prophet with the more 
rough-and-ready prefix of 'Joe/ who was the 
founder of the Mormon settlement and the 
Mormon religion. 

Smith, again, was the name of the old Adam, 
king of political economists, who stood up for 
labour against capital and land as the source of 
all wealth, and was the first to advocate the 
doctrine of Free Trade. 
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Smith, again, was the name of the champion 
jokers, James and Horace, who wrote the 
^ Rejected Addresses/ and of the * witty Dean 
of St Paul's/ with the prefix of Sydney, who 
earned more popularity than the whole Bench 
of Bishops. 

Smith, again, was the name of Old Morality, 
the most popular leader of the House of 
Commons, who had the honour of being black- 
balled by the Reform Club, that aristocratic 
body who could not tolerate a tradesman, 
though the Carlton was ready to welcome him, 
and who was quite as determined to die plain 
Mr. Smith as Mn Gladstone was determined 
to remain Mr. Gladstone. He was a good 
tradesman, a good politician, and a good 
churchwarden. He once wrote to me for a 
church rate in connection with the church of 
St. Mary-le-Strand, and I wrote back that I 
would pay with pleasure if Dr. Evans, the 
broad-minded incumbent, would think in his 
prayers of the Gaiety Theatre. 



EXIT SILVER 

Blessed is the nation that can carry on business 
with oyster-shells. By oyster-shells I do not 
mean to build grottoes with, like the vulgar 
little boys at the street-corner^ but oyster-shells 
as circulating medium. The oyster-shell as a 
coin would have this valuable quality : it would 
not rise or fall in value ; it would not tempt 
the trading instincts of mankind — instincts as 
powerful and indestructible as the law of 
gravitation. It would not tempt the City 
to import it one minute and export it the 
next, in sympathy with some foreign instinct 
which wishes at the moment to export it, or 
another foreign instinct which wishes at the 
moment to import it. It would be a plain, 
unassuming, steady -going counter — an index 
of value, an instrument of exchange, com- 

14 
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paratively worthless in itself, and nothing 
more. 

It is too late in the day to abolish the 
'precious metals/ as they are called, their 
'precious' quality being often the power to 
set nations by the ears, and cause so-called 
Governments to make fools of themselves. 
We cannot go back to tenpenny nails, beads, 
brass buttons, physic-bottles, quids of tobacco, 
and other early simplicities of currency. I use 
the word 'currency' advisedly and without 
prejudice, as there is an affectation abroad to 
regard it as a subject the discussion of which 
is absolutely forbidden. 

It would have been better, perhaps, for both 
India and America if currency had been for 
some years past a matter of public interest. 
Schoolboys are generally taught a heap of 
things that are more ornamental than useful, 
and what they need to fit them for the fight of 
life they have often to pick up in the gutter. 
It would do them no harm, and probably a 
great deal of good, if their noses were well 
rubbed in sound currency doctrines. Many of 
them are quite as ignorant of measures of 
quantity and value as the Aborigines and early 
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settlers of America, who were taught that a 
Dutchman's foot put in a scale always weighed 
a given number of pounds, neither more nor 
less, irrespective of pressure. The Dutchman's 
foot of the present day is, or rather was, 
silver. 

The financial system of England, like most 
things, was not perfected in a day, nor in many 
days, without ignorant, bigoted, and, in some 
cases, interested opposition. 

The Bank Charter Act had a rough and 
stormy childhood, and if it had not been for 
the Times newspaper, might possibly have 
been killed and buried. Its crime was that 
it provided for the convertibility of the bank- 
note with as much certainty as can be arrived 
at in a world that is necessarily imperfect. 

Less than forty years ago, when at any time 
the City over-traded itself, when it locked up 
capital in unproductive works or speculations, 
when it exhausted its credit and almost paralyzed 
the credit of others, an outcry was sure to be 
raised for the suspension of this Act, and the 
Government were roundly abused if they 
stiffened their backs against this suggestion. 
Weak-kneed Members of the Administration 

14 — 2 
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were often found to favour this policy of 
surrender, and to give the Bank of England 
power to issue notes with a limited obligation 
of paying gold for them. If the Baring 
difficulty had occurred in 1841 instead of 1891, 
the first cry would have been 'Suspend the 
Charter!' and the directors of the Bank of 
England and the leading banks would probably 
have been saved the trouble of acting as 
'judicious (or injudicious) bottleholders.' 

The solid foundation of English finance is 
one great principle, determined upon after 
many years of 'wobbling/ and indulgence in 
scores of currency heresies. This principle, 
put into words^ is: A gold standard, free 
mintage, and convertible paper. 

The gold standard was adopted because the 
metal was one of almost universal appreciation, 
and liable to less fluctuation in value than any 
other metal. Free mintage meant taking this 
metal in its pure state, coining it for nothing 
with the necessary alloy, and handing it back 
to the public in the shape of sovereigns or half- 
sovereigns literally * worth their weight in gold.' 
A sovereign clipped at the Bank or at a Govern- 
ment office for being light weight need not 
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disturb the mind of the holder ; it still has its 
weight value. Many years ago the alloy used 
was copper, which made * old red gold ' ; of late 
years the alloy has been silver, which makes 
the pale yellow gold. 

The 'convertible paper' principle, which 
gives an English banknote a steady exchange- 
able value all over the world, means that, 
thanks to the Bank Charter Act, a banknote, 
when presented in Threadneedle Street^ com- 
mands its face value immediately in national 
sovereigns. Certain office regulations exist to 
provide for certain contingencies, and these, as 
they are reasonable, are seldom objected to, 
but if they are, the bank generally finds it wise 
to admit the objection. In the case of stolen 
notes, if the numbers are known, these are 
generally advertised as being 'stopped at the 
bank.' This is a phrase that may mean any- 
thing or nothing. If the thief or any of his 
connections present the notes it may mean a 
good deal ; but if those who present them are 
bond fide or innocent holders, the Bank must 
pay the money or be declared bankrupt 
Another regulation is to ask the presenter of 
the note to sign his name at the back, and put 
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his address under his signature. This is not a 
legal demand, but is generally acceded to for 
the sake of peace and quietness. 

A story is told of the late Mr. Thornton, the 
millionaire, who had an account at the Bank, 
and on one occasion wanted gold for a note 
of some magnitude. The clerk asked the 
millionaire in the blandest way to place his 
signature in the proper place, and received, 
to his astonishment, a very decided refusal. 
The millionaire is reported to have said, with 
a little of the pride of bullion and the bloated 
capitalist : 

* If you want my signature across your 
rubbishing paper, you will have to wait a long 
time before you get it. You have stopped pay- 
ment before, and may again ; and if I don't get 
the gold at once you know what will happen T 

Mr. Thornton's language, if it has been 
rightly recorded, was a litde strong, and he 
was probably thinking of the bad financial days 
when the one-pound note was at six shillings 
discount, the Corsican Tyrant was rampant, 
and the poet sang that he would 'rather have 
a guinea.' 

The idolatrous worship of any metal as 
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currency, supported by Act of Parliament, is 
sure to lead to financial and social trouble. 
The rupee in India and the dollar in America 
are striking proofs of this. It has adulterated 
the French currency, with the result that a 
million and a half sterling of Italian lire were 
lately circulating in France, not one coin of 
which is legal tender. Silver is a charming 
metal for the dinner-table when moulded by 
the hands of artists like those who flourished in 
the days of Queen Anne and the early Georges, 
and who still flourish in Russia. As a steady 
' medium of exchange ' it has lost its position, 
if it ever had one, and may one day form the 
material of spittoons and street-door scrapers. 



CURIOSITIES OF PASTE AND 

SCISSORS 

Early in the sixties I was sitting at home, at 
21, Colebrooke Row, Islington, opposite Charles 
Lamb's famous tenement on the bank of the 
New River, when a letter and a parcel came 
from the editor of the Comhill Magnzine^ 
W. M. Thackeray, which required immediate 
attention. I was connected with the magazine ; 
I had been described by the great editor at the 
inaugural dinner as ' one of the regular cabs on 
the stand,' and I was known to be a ^ ready 
writer.' The letter drew my attention to 
certain illustrations in the parcel which had 
been prepared for the Comhill by a very 
distinguished artist, who also wrote some 
accompanying letterpress which was not sent 
to me. The artist's pen was not considered 
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by Thackeray to be equal to his pencil, and I 
was asked to 'write up' to these pictures 
generally, but to take Covent Garden Market 
first and to send in my * copy * with all possible 
speed, as time was pressing. 

I accepted the task, and, instead of going to 
bed, I walked down to Covent Garden Market 
and spent the night there. I saw the market- 
carts coming in, I mixed with the market-people, 
I had a drop of ' early purl ' at a market-house 
licensed to open at 2 a.m., and I refreshed my 
memory about a place that I knew as well as I 
knew my own mother. 

At daybreak I walked quietly back to Islington, 
had an early breakfast, and by mid-day had 
finished my woodcut-inspired article for my 
honoured master. I believe he was satisfied 
with my journey-work. It was inserted at 
once, and in a few days I saw a good portion 
of it quoted in the editorial columns of the Times 
newspaper. 

Ten years elapsed, as they say in the play- 
bill of an Adelphi drama, when a book was 
published by Messrs. Chatto and Windus, 
written and compiled by Mr. John Timbs, 
called 'Clubs and Club Life in London.' I 
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opened the book at a chapter headed 'The 
Garrick Club,' of which I had just been elected 
a member. Ten years before, Thackeray, with 
his usual kindness, offered to put me up for 
membership at this club, but I told him I could 
not afford the entrance-fee and subscription at 
that particular moment 

The chapter headed ' The Garrick Club/ on 
page 218 of the book, begins thus: 'Mr. 
Thackeray was a hearty lover of London, and 
has left us many evidences of his sincerity. 
He greatly favoured Covent Garden, of which 
he has painted this clever picture, sketched from 
'^ the Garden," where are annually paid for fruits 
and vegetables some three millions sterling/ 
Then follows this quotation, without mention- 
ing the Comhill Magazine : 

'The two great National Theatres on one 
side, a churchyard full of mouldy but undying 
celebrities on the other, a fringe of houses 
studded in every part with anecdotes and 
history; an arcade, often more gloomy and 
deserted than a cathedral aisle ; a rich cluster of 
brown old taverns, one of them filled with the 
counterfeit presentment of many actors long since 
silent, who scowl or smile once more from the 
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canvas upon the grandsons of their dead ad- 
mirers ; a something in the air which breathes 
of old books, old pictures, old painters, and old 
authors ; a place, beyond all places, one would 
choose in which to hear the chimes at mid- 
night; a crystal palace — the representative of 
the present — which peeps in timidly from a 
corner upon many things of the past; a 
withered bank that has been sucked dry by a 
felonious clerk ; a squat building, with a 
hundred columns and chapel-looking fronts, 
which always stands knee-deep in baskets, 
flowerSi and scattered vegetables; a common 
centre into which Nature showers her choicest 
gifts, and where the kindly fruits of the earth 
often nearly choke the narrow thoroughfares ; a 
population that never seems to sleep, and that 
does all in its power to prevent others sleeping ; 
a place where the very latest suppers and the 
earliest breakfasts jostle each other on the foot- 
ways — such is Covent Garden Market, with 
some of its surrounding features/ 

This is a quotation from the ComAt// joumey- 
work article written by me, which Mn Timbs 
has attributed to one of the greatest masters of 
the English language. 



•AN INKWICH' 

A GOOD citizen is one who cheerfully per- 
forms bis duties, and never shirks juries — 
not even a coroner's jury. This is what has 
happened to a good citizen before, and may, 
with certain unimportant variations, happen 
again : 

A knock at the door and a ring at the 
bell. Too early for the water rate or the Queen's 
taxes. It may be the gas collector. No. 
'What is it?' 'A gentleman about parochial 
business.' * I never vote for Vestrymen.' It 
is not that, worse luck ! I am wanted on a 
coroner's inquest. 

The first duty is to view the body, or rather 
bodies. The victims are two children. I have 
to visit a slum, inhabited mostly by poor Irish 
people. An infant has been overlaid in the 
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night, with the usual result It was quite an 
accident and was not due to drink. 

The next step is to visit a dead-house in the 
parish churchyard — a morgue about the size of 
a small wardrobe. It is a warm July morning. 
The door is opened and out fly a hundred blue- 
bottles. I peep in and see the bloated remains 
of a boy about five years old, the colour of 
a dirty copper tea-kettle. He was found 
drowned in that Cockney Venetian part of 
London, the Regent's Canal. 

We then adjourn to the Cock and Bottle 
Tavern in the High Street, where the coroner 
is waiting to open the inquest. We are ushered 
into the Long Room, sometimes used for a 
convivial 'free-and-easy/ sometimes for the 
Mumbo-Jumbo ceremonies of an Oddfellows' 
Lodge. The marks of last night's pots and 
glasses are on the tables, and there are traces 
of tobacco-ashes. Windsor chairs and spittoons 
complete the furniture of the room. 

The overlaying case is soon disposed of« but 
the drowned child gives more trouble. The 
father (there is no mother) cannot realize the 
position. The boy, a good boy, came to him 
at four o'clock in the afternoon, asking if he 
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might go for a walk. The father consented, 
and gave him a penny to spend* At six o'clock 
the father was taken to the dead-house to see 
the corpse. It was all so sudden and un- 
expected. Only two hours! Poor father! 
His only child. It was a good inquest for the 
Cock and Bottle. The bar downstairs did a 
brisk counter trade, considering that the day 
was very young. 

Inquests at pot-houses are not yet abolished, 
but steps are being taken in nearly every parish 
to provide proper places for these melancholy 
functions. Our manners are improving. 



LICENSED AND UNLICENSED 
VICTUALLING 

• Police Raids,' ' Bogus Clubs ' and ' Excise 
Prosecutions' have lately been very familiar 
headings on the newspaper placards. One day 
a wretched herd of Polish Jews are seized for 
gambling in a Whitechapel coflfee-shop, while an 
imaginary Englishman is glorified for winning 
;^30,ooo at Monte Carlo. Another day a * Mr. 
Walter/ the proprietor of a City * Social Club/ 
is fined ;^50 for selling liquor without a license. 
The police in both these raiding cases appear to 
have acted in a straightforward manner. They 
have not played the favourite part of agents 
provocateurs. They have not imitated that 
Excise hireling who crept into a bond fide club 
encased in society livery, with his mouth full of 
lies, filled his official belly with expensive 
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champagne at the expense of the country^ and, 
after creating a crime for which the proprietor 
of the club was punished; was lucky enough to 
escape without a thrashing. This may all be 
very clever from an Excise point of view, but 
to many of us it appears to be neither good 
government, good equity, nor good morals. 

The law as to clubs, unlike the law generally, 
is perfectly clear. It is not only the avowed 
' night club ' that will have to put its house in 
order, but Boodle's, White's, and a dozen others 
will have to alter their constitution and become 
members* clubs. The bark of the law is worse 
than its bite, and the process of turning 
members into shareholders will be simple and 
inexpensive. The bogus clubs can watch 
and copy. Those who have weakly talked, 
thought, or written about licenses in these cases 
can have little knowledge of our licensing 
system. A more brutal and swinish system 
was never invented. It sprang from drink, it 
wallows in drink — absolute and unmitigated 
drink — and resists any attempt to temper 
swilling with recreation. 

A box of dominoes, a bagatelle board, a 
piano, a game of shove- halfpenny, a pack of 
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greasy cards, are all forbidden, as the duty of 
public-house frequenters is to drink and not to 
amuse themselves. * A good dry skittle-ground * 
may be allowed in suburban districts, and a 
billiard-table (with an extra license) may be 
allowed in town; but, as a rule, the public- 
house is built, established, licensed, and pro- 
tected for the sole purpose of selling drink, 
and keeping up the financial surplus of Rule 
Britannia government. The signs of these pot- 
houses are very varied, but they all ought to be 
called * The Chancellor of the Exchequer.' 

The licensing system is not only swinish and 
brutal in its conception and practice, but it is 
asinine in its inelasticity. It can draw no dis- 
tinction between a pot-house that ought to keep 
open all night, and one that ought to be closed 
at sunset. It has only one full license to offer 
to anybody — the Cock and Bottle at Lambeth, 
or the Royal Academy in Piccadilly. I will 
not explain the delicate distinctions between an 
'on' and 'off' license, a six or seven days' 
license, a market-house license, a wine license, 
a refreshment-house license — which makes it 
penal to sell a bottle of boiled ginger-beer after 
ten at night — and an ale and beer license. For 

15 
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all practical purposes there is but one full 
license, and whoever possesses this treasure is 
a full-blown L.V. — a licensed victualler. 

A licensed victualler has his cares and 
liabilities. His house is not his castle; he 
divides it with the police. To give it the sign 
of the Castle, with or without the Elephant, only 
adds insult to injury. At any moment any sober 
man may present himself, and dab down a pound 
of sausages in a cabbage*leaf. The full-blown 
L.V. who does not sell food has to cook those 
sausages. He has to provide a room with at 
least one door, one window, one fireplace, a 
plate, knife and fork, and a salt-box, one chair, 
and one table. The owner of the sausages 
must then order one pennyworth of drink, one 
pennyworth of bread being optional. 

The cause of club prosecutions lies deeper 
than drink and Excise duties. Clubs (many of 
them) are standing protests against the pig- 
headed tyranny of our licensing system. They 
are supported by men who will not be drilled 
and put to bed at midnight Clubs give supper- 
parties, balls, concerts, and other entertainments 
on prohibited days and at prohibited hours, and 
will not submit to police supervision. This is 
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the offensive crime, and yet there are fashion- 
able hotels which, in defiance of their licenses, 
are now timidly copying the club system. The 
fight is coming : Government versus Social Free- 
dom. At present, as regards social freedom, 
we are a very long way behind St Petersburg. 
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SOOTHING THE SAVAGE BREAST 

Very few London ratepayers know or care 
how their money is expended by the London 
County Council and the various Vestries — 
whether in works of permanent utility or in 
fancy experiments of a recreative and supposed 
educational nature. 

Music-hall and theatrical proprietors, who 
are always very heavily rated — the rates form- 
ing a percentage on their enormous rentals — 
may not be aware that in conducting their 
business they are exposed on all sides to a 
form of musical competition organized by the 
municipal authorities and supported out of the 
local taxation. At present this competition is 
confined to free open-air concerts given in 
certain open spaces which are under the control 
of the London County Council, to say nothing 
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of the military concerts which are given in 
the Royal parks, with the consent of the War 
Office and the Lord Ranger, which are, of 
course, paid for out of the Imperial taxes. 

A proposal to extend this subsidized system 
to the extent of founding municipal theatres is 
often before the London County Council, and if 
a sentimental theatre^ why not a sentimental 
music-hall ? There is little chance of such a 
proposition receiving more than polite official 
attention, and this latter-day development of 
well-meant benevolence must for the moment 
content itself with the efforts made at the 
People's Palace and Toynbee Hall, and the 
assisted concerts that are given (mostly on 
Sunday nights) at many town-halls in various 
parishes. 

The free music provided by the London 
County Council within the 'administrative 
county of London' — ^an area with a radius 
of twenty miles — is divided amongst forty-six 
stations. The bands are mixed, some being 
official, and permanently engaged for a season 
of thirteen weeks — from May 13 to Sep- 
tember 23 — every year, and others engaged 
for the occasion. The following is a complete 
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list of stations, the figures referring to the 
programmes provided, which are sold at a 
penny each. These proceeds, including a 
small charge for chairs, are used in relief of 
the expenditure. 



Avondale Park, Notting Dale ... 

Battersea Park 

Bishop's Park, Fulham 

Blackheath 

Bostall Woods 

Brockwell Park 

Chelsea Embankment Gardens 

Clapham Common 

Clissold Park, Stoke Newington 

Finsbury Park 

Fulham Recreation Ground ... 
Golder's Hill, North End, Hampstead 

Hackney Downs 

Highbury Fields 

Hilly Fields, Brockley 

Island Gardens, Poplar 

Kennington Park 

Lady well Recreation Ground ... 

Lincoln's Inn Fields 

London Fields ... 

Maryon Park, Charlton 

Meath Gardens, Usk Street, Bethnal 

vyfccii ... •.. ... .a. 

Mill Fields, Clapton 

Myatt's Fields, Camberwell ... 



Week-days. 



250 



250 

... 
250 

250 

• « • 

250 
250 
250 
250 



xoo 

250 

200 
100 



250 
250 



Suadagrt 
and Bank 
Hofidays. 



500 



1,000 

a • • 

750 

750 
1,000 



100 

250 

• •• 
250 



• •  

• . • 

• • • 
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Newington Recreation Ground, Borough 
Paddington Recreation Ground 

Parliament HiU 

Penge Recreation Ground 
Plumstead Common ... 
Poplar Recreation Ground 
Ravenscourt Park, Hammersmith 
Royal Victoria Gardens, North Woolwich 
Shandy Street Recreation Ground, 
Stepney ... ... ••• ••• 

Southwark Park 

St James's Recreation Ground, RatclifF 
St John's Gardens, Horseferry Road.. 
Streatham Common ... ».. 
Sydenham Recreation Ground, Forest 

Telegraph Hill, Hatcham 

Vallance Road Recreation Ground 

Whitechapel 

Vauxhall Park 

Victoria Embankment Gardens, Villiers 

OUwCl ... ••• ... • 

Victoria Park 

Wandsworth Common ... 
Wapping Recreation Ground . 
Waterlow Park, Highgate 



Week-days. 



100 

• . • 
250 

• . • 
250 

... 
250 



250 



100 



250 



500 

250 
250 

• • • 



Snndays 

UKlBank 

Holidays. 



PkopRunmes. 



750 



250 



500 



1,000 

x,ooo 



750 



One official programme will serve as a 
specimen. 
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LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 



i^^^i 



PfJOGpEQD^E OB EQnSie 

TO BB PBRFORMBD THIS SUNDAY, PROM 7 TO 10 P.M^ BY 

THE Y»ARKS BAND 

{Under th$ directum of Mr. WarwUk WiUiams). 



INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME. 

1. Marchr Hongroxsb < Faust' BerUez. 

2. OvBBTUBB ... *LeMinge' ... tVarwick fViiliams, 

3. Choral Epxlogub to * The Golden Legend '\ <v ^ c yf• 

— * God sent His Messenger ' / ^^"SulhvaH. 

4. Grand Operatic Sblbction— 

' Reminiscences of Auber ' Arr. by F, Ga^ef^, 

5. Cornbt Solo ... 'The Holy Qty' ... St^Aen Adams. 

(Sacred Song.) 

6. Ballbt Airs in * Faust' Gotmod, 

(Interyal of Fifteen Minutes.) 

7. Ovbrturb ... 'Tannhauser' fFi^gner, 

8. INTBRMBZZO ... < Rdve du Ballet ' Warwick Williants. 

9. Grand Selection from * The Bohemian Girl' ... Balfe. 

/«. * The Pilgrim's Song of Hope ' ... Batiste. 
\^. Sbrbnadb ' Quand tu Chantes ' GomwL 

1 1, Grand Sc^nb dbs Huguenots, * La B^nMiction\ , ^. ^. .. 

des Poignards ' (The Benediction of the Daggers)/ ^^^^^"^^^ 

12. Grand National Sblection— 

* Scotland's Pride ' ... Arr, by C. Got^rey. 
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This programme is selected with judgment 
and good taste, and it shows what excellent 
music is practically given to the public. 

The open spaces where these concerts take 
place are well and ornamentally laid out, and, 
with one exception, take the position of the 
old tea-gardens and suburban resorts, such as 
Beulah Spa, Hornsey Wood House, the Globe 
at Mile End, and others. The exception is 
in the matter of refreshments. The London 
County Council is bound by temperance rules, 
and provides little more than stony biscuits and 
boiled ginger-beer. This is not final. The 
French and Italian caf6 and the German beer- 
garden are not blind to the commercial pos- 
sibilities of these parks and open spaces, and 
the public in this age of Cook's universal tours 
are getting more cosmopolitan every day. The 
London County Council is an elected body. 
One day it will be heckled on this question by 
its constituents. 



THE CAN-CAN OF DEATH 

Dear God, let me plead for that bundle of 
bones 
Which You gave me a long time ago ; 
They are lying much cramped under Kensal 
Green stones, 
Bearing epitaphs most of us know. 
' Here lies/ say the stones, and so far speak the 
truth, 
If the record is meant, not the dead : 
The dead are all angels whose virtues, forsooth, 
Are proclaimed from their feet to their head. 
Those bones in their lifetime were used to fresh 
air. 
And to dance till their bodies lacked breath : 
They surely at midnight, when no one can 
stare, 
Might indulge in the Can-Can of Death ? 
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But the law is against them — ^the Georgian 
decree 

Which all ' music and dancing ' controls : 
The place is not licensed by London's C.C., 

And at twelve they must slink to their holes. 
Eternity's not quite so long as it seems, 

But the idle find time passes slow ; 
Have they got to snore through it in night- 
mares and dreams 

Till they hear the last trumpeter blow ? 



1 



HATCHED HUMANITY 

My heart leaps up when I behold a baked 

potato can ! 
So was it when my life began — 
So is it now I am a man. 
I'll tell you why : 
I never knew a mother's care, 
I never heard my father swear 
Because the child would cry ; 
I never had a living nurse 
(For this, I own, I'm none the worse) ; 
I've grown on automatic rules. 
Quite free from relatives and fools ; 
Unmoved by love, untorn by hate — 
Another shuttlecock of Fate ! 
An oven claims my gratitude, 
An oven found my infant food. 
An oven warmed me into life 
(A trifling matter^ but still life). 



■■■•■^ 
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It's like creation in a bog, 

Galvanic action, spawn of frog, 

The Chambers-Darwin favourite thesis 

About the * Origin of Species ' ! 

A fig for Science ! — ^here I am, 

A skunk not worth a tinker's damn, 

The product of an Incubator ! 

That's why I worship all I can 

The steaming oven, and the man 

Who sells the vulgar baked potato I 



PHYSICAL SLOP-WORK 

Whenever I take my walks abroad 

I Nature's slop-work see ; 
The lame, the halt, the deaf, the blind, 

Are visible to me, 

With hospitals in every street, 

Asylums in each field. 
And convalescent homes on cliffs 

Which aid to cripples yield. 

The men with eyes that cannot see. 
With ears that cannot hear, 

Count just as much on census day 
As giant, saint, or peer t 

Instead of multiplying heads 

As bald as balls of lard, 
With crooked, weak, or wooden legs 

That cannot walk a yard, 
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Let Nature turn out much less work 

In bloated populations, 
And give us quality, not bulk, 

In small and healthy nations. 



THE OCTOPUS 



The world is full of pretty things 

That everyone admires, 
And beauty, even though skin-deep, 

Is what the world desires. 
I'm handicapped, I feel, in life, 

For very obvious reasons, 
And yet my family always think 

Tm lovely in all seasons I 

My time is principally passed 

In caverns under water ; 
My family are mostly sharks. 

Except a mermaid daughter. 
She sings her songs and combs her hair 

To tempt unwary whalers ; 
And when we lure them down below 

I t's bad for those poor sailors. 



n 
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I cannot say I like the sea, 

The bottom, top, or middle ; 
It's always asking, night and day. 

The same confounded riddle : 
* Why was I made except to drown 

The surplus population ?' 
This is the sad sea wave's remark 

At every sea-side station. 

It makes me think about myself — 

Octopus too unsightly ; 
Which are my arms and which my legs 

I never can tell rightly. 
I frighten children — old and young — 

Without the least intention ; 
I saved a school from drowning once, 

But that I mustn't mention ! 

I'm now at the Aquarium, 

A side-show much belauded ; 
My antics, shown three times a day, 

Are very much applauded. 
The pay is not extremely large— 

A weekly bare subsistence ; 
I take it meekly, for it breaks 

The boredom of existence. 

16 



THE MOSQUITO 

I AM a restless Mosquito, 

Well hated by the world, I know, 

For faults that are not mine. 
I bite to live (some live to bite) ; 
I sting from sheer necessity, not spite — 

I would my lot were thine, 

Vd take your bites, you'd love my sting, 
And bear the petty pains they bring 

Just like a Hindoo saint. 
I would not blame you, 'bottle fly ; 
You have to live the same as I — 

A beauty without paint 

We cannot all be butterflies, 
Or larks that carol in the skies — 

Take life for what it's worth ; 
We've all our wretched aches and pains, 
Our losses now, and now our gains, 

A little while on earth. 
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And when we get our final call — 
Mosquito, pole-cat^ skunk, and all 

The vermin meek or bold — 
We shall not for the verdict quake ; 
We've lived our lives for Nature's sake, 

And done what we were told. 



16 — 2 



THE CAB.* OS' 

{Os, a bone. — Latin Dutianary). 

Dedicated to the Framers of the London 

Traffic Bill. 



Poor meek-eyed, weak-kneed, patient, plodding 
hack, 
Ill-fed| ill-stabled, weary, footsore slave, 
Galled with ill-fitting trappings on your back, 
Your ribs mere bars — much like a music- 
stave; 
Your home's a chilly gutter, called a ' rank,' 
You pass your gloomy life there night and 
day — 
The * shelter's ' not for horses lean and lank, 
Whose chief reward's a wisp of mouldy hay. 
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You work and perish like a wretched beast — 

A beast of burden, bom without a goal. 
Your rump-fed master's like you, but, at least, 

The parsons tell him that he's got a souL 
He sits in comfort with his jaws well greased, 

With eggs and bacon, toast and coffee, fed, 
The 'shelter' gives him warmth from labour 
eased; 

You'll find your well-earned shelter when 
you're dead. 



I 



OLD SMITHFIELD 

(1837). 

Turn 'em down 'Osier Lane, you fool ! 

Turn 'em down 'Osier Lane ! 
That [adjeciwe] bullock means tossin' like 'ell ! 

Turn 'em down 'Osier Lane 1 
By Gawd 1 'E's dun it ! The shop-front's gone ! 

'E's smashed ev'ry [ad/ecitve] pane ! 
'Ere comes the [acfy'eciive] shopman's blokes ; 

We can't settle this with a pot 
Pole-axe the [adjectwe] hanimal, Bill ; 

I'll face all the [adjective] lot! 
If they won't wash it down with some [ad/eciwe'] 
max, 

My mauleys will show 'em wot's wot ! 



THE ORGAN-GRINDER 

I WAS grinding one day at my organ, 

I n a street that was not worth a sau^ 

The weather was chilly and foggy, 

And the nose of my donah looked blue ; 

She pined for her native Whitechapel, 

Her trotters, her sausage and mash, 

And she uttered in lingua Costana 

A word I must spell with a dash ! 

And I didn't feel much more angelic, 

For I thought of my own sunny South, 

Which rd bartered for symptoms rheumatic, 

And little to put in my mouth ; 

When the thing was made worse by a peeler, 

Who'd told me to move on before, 

' Malatesta f I said, ' for what reason ?' 

' You're playing at Jacoby's door !' 



248 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

' Inferno /' I said ; ' and who's Jacoby ? 

His music I play, night and day. 

You call me a '' nuisance ' — ^he made me» 

If Tm fined, the maestro must pay/ 

But the peeler said : ^ That's not the fellow. 

If you come to the station, you'll see. 

My man's not a ma nor an estro ; 

He's the cove that they calls an M.P.' 



THE SOUP-KITCHEN 

They thinks werry much of their [acfy'eciive] soup. 

I've tried it, and knows what it is ; 
It's not worth a pint of Old Worrall's * Leg/* 

Though he charges you tuppence for his. 
They makes you peel off, and go into a tank, 

And they scrubs you as if you was wood, 
As they scrapes off a bloomin' three coatin's of 
mud, 
They cods you it's all for your good ! 
Then they bundles you out in the nippin' cold 
air. 
With a basin of slops in your guts, 
And expec's you to speak and behave like a 
saint, 
'Cos they've soaped you, and cleaned off the 
) smuts ! 

* A celebrated ' Leg o' Beef ' soup. 
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I don't care a curse for their [ad/eciive] soup ; 

ril grub upon scraps, and won't wince. 
But never again that there [(ufyective] tank ! 

I haven't been warm ever since ! 



THE RICH MAN'S BURDEN 

Pity the sorrows of a millionaire, 

Whose pampered limbs have borne him to 
your door ! 
Teach him the burden of his wealth to bear ; 

Teach him to live and utilize his store ; 
Teach him to realize his God-like might. 

To fight the curse of hunger for the poor ; 
Teach him to punish wrong and shelter right, 

And keep earth's victims from the workhouse 
door; 
Teach him to live a life of ceaseless care 

In doing good alike to young and old : 
He'll find his burden then as light as air — 

His mind no longer jaundiced by his gold. 



THE POOR MAN'S BURDEN 

The sooty rain has soaked the sullen street, 
And evening falls upon it like a funeral 
shroud. 
Against the wall with muddyi ill-clad feet, 
You see a shrinking, crouching, phantom 
crowd ; 
Children they may be — old before they're 
young — 
With lean, pinched bodies clothed in decent 
rags, 
Sent by their elders, who are hunger stung. 

To wait for ' pieces ' on the butcher's flags. 
They shiver as they push to keep their place. 

Eager to get their tattered wallets filled ; 
Hardship is written on each tiny face — 
Brats of an Empire, born but to be killed ! 



THE HAPPY EXILE 



I AM a lively Frenchman, and I love your brown 

stout beer ; 
I love your kidney puddings, though they make 

me rather queer ; 
I love your lumps of bleeding beef — I love to say 

* Goddam T 
I sing you ^Rule, Britannia!' too, when very 

drunk I am ; 
I love your balls of fiery flour — potatoes — 

what you call ? 
I love your game of cricket, but I do not love 

the ball ; 
I love your lovely English miss who makes me 

fly from France ; 
And much I love the gay can-can — ^but this I 

mustn't dance ! 
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I love your cabs — ^a bob a mile; I love your 

penny bus ; 
I love your penny saveloys — for better or for 

wtis; 
I love your soup— so thick and strong, I cut it 

with a knife ; 
I like to see your boxing-match — the cream of 

London life ; 
I do not dress in wooden shoes» nor live on 

frogs in France ; 
But much I love the gay can-can, which here I 

mustn't dance ! 
I love to pay the income-tax, and rates and 

taxes, too ; 
I love your tripe and onions much, and also 

Irish stew ; 
I do not care for haggis Scotch, nor pies they 

make of pork ; 
But much I love the good pale ale and ham 

that comes from York ! 
You keep me here, you treat me well, I shall 

not pine for France ; 
But I must dance the gay can-can and take my 

blooming chance I 



EAT YOUR PUDDING AND HOLD 

YOUR TONGUE 

The one thing I loathe is the gift of the gab, 

Though its praises a poet has sung ; 
I much prefer people not given to blab, 

Who got through their prattle when young. 
To all that will listen I give this advice — 
When the pudding's served out take a jolly big 
slice, 
And eat it — and hold your tongue ! 

Eat your pudding and hold your tongue, 
Do the same whether old or young ; 
If the pudding seems nice, take a jolly big 
slice : 
Eat your pudding and hold your tongue ! 

There's a jaw-mill that stands in the district 
South-West, 

Where pudding is eaten galore ; 
But they pile up the words in a way I detest, 

And the taxes I also abhor ; 
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They babble by day and they babble by night, 
TQl they get their ' Supply/ and then out goes 
the light ; 
They eat, but they don't hold their jaw ! 
Eat your pudding and hold your tongue ! 

The Boss of the jaw-mill appears to be meek ; 

He gets what he wants with a nod. 
They call him a ' Speaker/ because he don't 
speak — 
The ways of the jaw-mill are odd. 
If the Boss of the show can exist without speech, 
What need has each member to mumble or 
screech, 
And talk when he'd much better plod ? 
Eat your pudding and hold your tongue, 
Do the same whether old or young ; 
If the pudding seems nice, take a jolly big 
slice : 
Eat your pudding and hold your tongue ! 



■n 



THIRD CLASS— THEN AND NOW 



1837. 

An open box — a cattle-truck, 
Exposed to wind, and rain, and muck« 
The flap-door falls — a raking plane 
Up which you run your truck to gain. 
Within you stand, a herd of swine — 
This on a first-class London line. 



1899. 

A carpet floor, a cushioned seat, 

A toilet service, all complete, 

A sixty-mile-an-hour feed, 

A table-d'h6te in spite of speed ; 

A chair in which to sleep or smoke — 

All things to ease the travelling yoke. 

17 
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The panorama rushes by, 

A picture pleasing to the eye ; 

The woods, the streams, the fields, the hills, 

Announcing every kind of pills ; 

You read them all and cannot tell 

The pill that's best to keep you well ; 

So go to sleep before you're flustered. 

And dream you're taking ' Beecham's Mustard/ 



BRITONS NEVER, NEVER!- 



(Many London murderers are still undiscovered, and the 
burglars who sacked the jeweller's shop in Piccadilly are 
nearly forgotten.) 



'Tis now the molly-coddling hour of night, 
When pot-boys yawn, and pubs chuck out their 

drunks : 
Now rowdy ruffians, full of gin and fog, 
Are free to crack a crib or cut a throat 
They know the over-rated peeler's eye 
Is fixed on pot-house doors ('tis half-past 

twelve) 
And streets where favoured Cyprians ply their 

trade, 
Who pay a kerbstone rent to prowl at ease. 
The free-born Briton, like a well-whipped cur, 

17 — 2 
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Discreetly bowing low to Curfew law, 
Slinks homei his jingo tail between his l^s. 
And {sotto voce) * Rule, Britannia P sings, 
Thinking of taxes, rates, and many things. 



BLUE BLOOD 



I WAS born a younger son, 

Which is anything but fun. 
For my brother's got the title and the money ; 

He's the Earl of Donkeyshire, 

And a full-blown British Peer, 
And his speeches in the House of Lords are 

funny. 

He's as stingy as a Jew, 

And he always looks so blue 
When my Lady Mother has to pay my losses ; 

He thinks I ought to work, 

Like a shop-boy or a clerk, 
And leave to him the sport of backing 'osses. 

He is just the sort of prig 
Who will learn the statesman's rig 
And be honoured for his dulness and his 

riches ; 
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He is cautious, stupid, safe. 
And no Government need chafe. 
For he'll act 'just like a Blue-book dressed in 

breeches.' 

As for me, I cannot tell 

If my words I rightly spell, 
For I never cared a rap for education ; 

I am classed with unlicked cubs. 

But they like me at the clubs, 
And think Tm quite a credit to my station. 

Though I look a Bond Street swell 
Of the type you know so well, 

My pocket-money comes from playing billiards ; 
And I look so jolly green. 
That my game is never seen, 

And I owe those damned infernal tailors 

milliards ! 

Do they ever dun me ? No ! 

For they're shrewd enough to know 
That 'Blue Blood's' always bound to marry 

money ; 

Some toiling millionaire, 

Whose bullion makes you stare, 
Is sure to find the younger son his honey. 
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In this easy-going age 

I can always try the stage — 
A last resource of mashers * on the make.' 

With clothes without a flaw 

My name is sure to draw. 
And when I cannot act, I'll ' fake.' 



MIDGET MAYORS AND ALDERMAN 

NIKINS 

We've had a reign of Tweedledum, 

And one of Tweedledee ; 
We've borne the rule of Bumbledom — 

Re-labelled L.C.C 
We're now to try another * dum ' 

Laid down on City rules — 
A group of Thirty Turtledoms 

Will seize the Vestry stools, 
With midget Mayors, and sword and mace, 

And civic faults and sins^ 
And Aldermen wholl be a race 

Of Alderman nikins. 

Beadles who 're roughly told ' Go hang/ 

Can scarce believe their eyes. 
Poor things ! they feel as great a pang 

As when a giant dies I 
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The City's glory's now ignored ; 

We've seen it at its best : 
A rival Munching House and Lord 

Will rise up in the West 
The future Whittington will stare, 

A double chance to see — 
' Once Lord of East of Temple Bar, 

And twice of West to be T 



I 
,» 



*TIME! GENTLEMEN, TIMET 

The Frenchman takes his eau sucr4 

His coffee* rhum, or bi^re. 
At any hour of night or day — 

He has no law to fear ; 
He plays his games of chance or skill 

In open view of all ; 
He doesn't seek a ' bogus club ' 

And slink behind a wall. 

The Germans, like the French, are free 

From coddling ' half-past twelves ;' 
They eat and drink, and sing and dance. 

At hours to please themselves. 
Though * blood and iron ' are in the air, 

Compelling all to fight, 
Apart from this, their tavern hours 

Are not cut short at night. 
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Italians, Belgians, Russians, Swiss, 

All gape at Angleterre ; 
Britannia ruling waves of drink 

Makes Europe grin and stare. 
To eat, and drink, and sleep like swine, 

Is not their hearts' desire ; 
Their caf6 is a ' poor man's club,' 

Which aims at something higher. 



THE SAME HAT FITS ME STILL 



I AM a truly modest man, though petted like a 

Duke; 
I've won most games I've tried to win, though 

mostly by a fluke ; 
I'm author, bankrupt, ex-M.P. — I'm anything I 

will; 
And yet my head's not swollen much — the same 

hat fits me still 

I've written plays that took the town, and 
dined with prince and peer ; 

I've written books that made them frown, which 
Mudie bought with fear ; 

I've won the Derby more than once, by impu- 
dence and skill ; 

And yet my head's not swollen much — ^the same 
hat fits me still. 



THE SAME HAT FITS ME STILL 269 

I've painted pictures all too sweet, that crowds 

have flocked to see — 
In fact, the man called Crichton couldn't candles 

hold to me ; 
I've edited the Times and Punch when both 

their guides were ill ; 
And yet my head's not swollen much — the same 

hat fits me stilL 

I've been an actor-manager, the greatest of my 

kind — 
A piece that cost ten thousand pounds did not 

disturb my mind ; 
I've seen in letters ten feet high my name on 

every bill ; 
And yet my head's not swollen much — the same 

hat fits me still. 

I'm now an active L.C.C., a ruler of to-day, 
A fussy Aldermannikin, with much to do and 

say; 
I'll rule with iron rod the town, with all my 

strength and might ; 
And yet my head's not Damn it ! Yes ! My 

hat's infernal tight I 



BISHOPS THEN AND NOW 

There was a jolly Bishop oncei 

Who bore the name of Still ; 
He praised all ale, both new and old. 

Of which he took his fill. 
His wife he called a malt-worm, too, 

And made her pass the bowl ; 
He hated toast-and-water men. 

And loved a thirsty soul. 

There was a greater Bishop still, 

A broad-souled man — Magee ; 
To make him Archevfique of York 

They moved him from his See ; 
The words that prelate said should be 

On adamant engraved — 
' rd rather England drunk and free, 

Than sober and enslaved.' 



LYING ON THE TABLE 

• The final report of the Royal Commission on the Liquor 
Licensing Laws — the substance of which has already been 
published — has now been formally submitted to the Queen, 
and was last night laid upon the table of the House of 
Commons.' — Daily Paper ^ July 5, 1899, 

Its rest has come — a lasting peace, 

A happy and a sweet release. 

Beneath the Speaker's weary eye, 

There on * the table ' let it lie ; 

Free from all controversial rubs, 

Deaf to the claims of clubs and pubs, 

Pillowed on Blue-books, let it die. 
Down, down, down, down — 
Down amongst the Blue-books 
Let it lie ! 



THE VOLUNTEERS 

There was a little man, and he had a little gun, 

With bullets made of bond-fide lead, lead, lead ; 

The Horse Guards at him laughed, 

The Army winked and chaffed 

At the perky way he cocked his little head, 

head, head. 
He was Punch's standing joke, 
Was snubbed by pipeclay folk, 
But still he kept on growing all the same, 

same, same ; 
And the 'Brook Green Volunteer' can now 

return the sneer 
That never checked his numbers nor his fame, 

fame, fame. 



OUR STREET SOLDIERS 



My collar's marked with C 

And a number — 23 ; 
And, cold or 'ot, my clothes is all the same. 

I'm put upon a ^ beat/ 

With barges on my feet — 
' Bobby Atkins/ if you arst me, is my name. 



My brother's dressed in red, 
With an 'elmet on 'is 'ed, 
And ' Tommy ' is the name he sticks in front ; 
He's a jolly sight too fine 
To own 'is fam'ly's mine. 
Though I lick him into blooming fits with 
blunt ! 

18 
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He's a hero, so he thinks, 

When the boozers stand 'im drinks, 
And talk about the Balaclaver charge ; 

I'm a ' peeler,' dressed in blue. 

And the common work I do 
Is never writ in journals fine and large. 

I'm arf the blooming day 

Keepin' cabs and vans at bay, 
As yokels gape their way across the Strand. 

At night I watch the pubs, 

To see that drunken cubs 
Don't break the laws that license arf the land. 

I'm jflummux'd by the clubs, 

Those pretty bogus pubs, 
That play old 'ell and Tommy with the law. 

The pickpockets may pick, 

' Jack the Ripper ' rip and stick — 
My post is at the publican's back-door. 

When my time for * glory ' comes, 

I shall find it in the slums — 
A Balaclaver row in Seven Dials ; 

Though the odds is ten to one. 

Yet I mustn't cut and run — 
My duty is to face these sloggin' trials. 
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They may kick me into pulp, 

And my life-blood make me gulp, 
If I live I know I've got a pauper's ration ; 

But ribbons, stars and stripes 

Are not for gutter-snipes ; 
We've not a blasted inch of decoration I 



SHELLEY AND WATER 
On a Pork Pie 

I ARISE from dreams of thee, 

In the first sweet sleep of night, 
When my breathing's rather hard, 

And my chest feels rather tight. 
I arise from dreams of thee, 

And a spirit in my feet 
Has led me — who knows how ? — 

To an open window sweet 



PARIS 

' The French President has just opened a new street in 
the centre of Paris.' — French Paper. 

' A street there is in Paris famous, 
For which no rhyme our language yields, 
Rue Neuve des Petits Champs its name is — 
The New Street of the Little Fields.' 

Thackeray: Bouillabaisse. 

My dear old friend, my Lord and Master, 

The foe of snobs, the friend of scamps, 
You're always with me as a pastor 

While tramping in the Little Champs. 
In ' New ' and ' Cross ' Streets — pretty * Dials * 

(French ' Dials ' only number six) — 
And Place des Victoires^ full of trials, 

That land the stranger in a fix. 
Where Fourteenth Louis strides his prancen 

Louis Carthorse, my royal friend, 
Your statue is the pride of France, sir. 

And sturdy guide-post to the end. 






tjB ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

The Bouillabaisse smells strong of saffron^ 

The Ckambertin is coarse and rough ; 
Bring me a bisque of erabs — no gammon — 

And after that a tranche de bcmf. 
They're Hausmannising all the Quarter 

With streets of interest bereft, 
Rues ^ Croix' and *Neuve^ they're bound to 
slaughter, 

The ' ancient ways ' are all that's left 



NEW YORK 



America, I thank ye 

For blessings purely Yankee, 
For Boyton, who saves my body at sea, 

While my soul's saved by Moody and Sankey 



VENICE 

You stand in Venice on the Bridge of Sighs, 

A cook-shop and a sewer on either hand ; 
The sewer is open, and the cook-shop tries 

To sell you Vino cTAsti — common brand ! 
You think of days when Borgia ruled the 
roast — 

Her palace on the water still is seen ; 
But now the hucksters point to it and boast — 

'A Turkish bath now open, cheap and 
clean.' 



BERLIN 

GuTE Morgen, Mein Herren, und Leben sie 
wohl, 
Ich lieb much the Garten called Thier, 
And Unter den Linden's a very nice place. 
Though hotels there I find rather dear ; 
The Kraut which is sauer^ the Fleisch which is 
schwein, 
Is good with the bright lager beer ; 
But where they make Hochheim, and what it's 
made of, 
I have not the slightest idea. 



\ 



GREECE 

Maid of Athens, ere we part, 
Give, oh I give me back my heart. 
The moon declines to shine to-night, 
There's not a jet of gas alight — 
The brutal Co. have cut it off I 
Think not, my sweet, I mean to scofil 
When Greek meets Greek and doesn't pay. 
They act in that commercial way ; 
So, Maid of Athens, ere I go — 
My star, my life, I love you so— 
Your eyes must light my stumbling feet, 
I have no other light, my sweet 

The I-0-U-nian Isles of Greece, 
Where burning Sappho loved and sung. 

Are sordid haunts of trading peace. 
Of grimy hucksters, old and young. 
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Poor Sappho burned, but burned herself. 
So no one could or would ill-treat her ; 

But burning gas and wanting pelf. 
They'd sue her promptly as per meter. 



i 



THE GIFT OF THE GAB 

It s a 'stonishin' thing, that 'ere gift o' the gab ; 

It quite puts the stuns upon me. 
Last Saturday night I went out on the grab — 

I might as well say on the spree. 
I went to a meetin* — ^a lectur', I think — 

Where a cove was a-spoutin' like mad. 
I didn't want 'bacca, I didn't want drink, 

Though a D's worth was all as Td had. 
He talked — s'welp my Gawd ! — ^well, he talked 
like a book. 

rd not faked a cly I There I stands ! 
Lawd perish me blind, 'fore I'd taken my hook 

I made one in the showin' of hands 1 



SIXPENCE A MILE 
Dedicated to Mr. Jesse Collings, M.P. 

With a neat rubber tyre, a carbuncle lamp, 
A bright-harnessed hack of the Tattersall 

stamp, 
I feel like a sportsman, and not like a scamp. 
And drive like a masher who's out on the ramp. 

For sixpence a mile ? No ! 

A shilling a mile, 
ril drive to the devil in Badminton style I 

Now study my 'form,' Tm the Government pet, 
I act like a coachman, but look like a vet ; 
They give me a number in Government style. 
And think they have booked me for sixpence a 
mile. 

For sixpence a mile ? Perhaps ! 

Winking the while, 
I drive, but not quite in the Badminton style I 



286 ACCORDING TO MY LIGHTS 

A gent in his pleasure should never be balked. 
If he's out with a 'niece' who is pretty well 

chalked, 
I call her ' my lady ' — that's two bob a mile ! — 
And drive like a whip, in the Badminton style. 

For sixpence a mile ? No ! 

A shilling a mile, 
And a little bit extra to pay for the style 1 



I never see nothing, I always know less ; 

I'm deaf, blind, and dumb when a gent's in a 
mess ; 

I'm outside the radius when s'pcenas they fly, 

And even the beaks and the Yard I defy. 

For two or three thick uns, a drink, and a 
smile, 

I'll drive through the Law Courts in sports- 
man-like style ! 



' I leave it to you, sir — I leave it to you ' — 
I know when a bounder's a bit of True Blue ; 
I give him my number, he gives me a quid, 
And I go to the play with my missus and kid ; 
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And while I am there I reflect, with a smile : 
^ The law thinks I'm working for sixpence a 
mile! 

For sixpence a mile ? Yes, 

For sixpence a mile — 
And a little bit extra to pay for the style !' 



THE WINDOW CLEANER* 

Babylonian Mansions, 1898 

How dizzy 'tis to cast one's eyes so low ! 
The fighting sparrows in the midway air 
Show scarce so gross as beetles. 
Half-way down hangs one who cleaneth win-' 

dows— -dreadful trade I 
Methinks he seems no bigger than his head ; 
The empty cabs that crawl along the road 
Appear like snails, and yon tall Pickford's van 
Diminished to a truck in charge of boys — 

almost too small for sight. 
The whistling fiends that chafe the public ear 
Cannot be heard so high, 
ril look no more, lest my brain turn 
And the deficient sight topple down headlong. 

{Rings for the ' lift:) 

* Shakespeare was indebted for much of ' King Lear ' to 
Holinshed's ' Chronicle,' and I in turn am indebted to 
Shakespeare for much of the above. 









FAUSTLING AND MARGUERITTLE 



Act I. 

You know the pretty German tale of Faust and 

Marguerite ; 
You know the pretty opera tunes you hear in 

every street ; 
You know a dozen bright burlesques in England 

and in France, 
In which the Faustling - Marguerittles show 

their legs and dance ; 
You know a grinning man in red, the Devil, if 

you please, 
Disguised in German prettily as Mephisto- 

pheles — 
Well, that's my pa, who's now nailed down with 

sulphuretted gout, 
And I, as Tempter^ take his place because he 

can't get out. 

19 
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I've brought his fossil spelling-book — ^a book 
not up to much — 

Containing many 'chestnut' tricks no music- 
hall would touch ; 

A Monte Carlo ' system/ which is bound to fail, 
of course — 

No word about the * three-card trick/ or how 
to back a horse. 

The gentle craft called ' confidence ' and Bou- 
logne baccarat. 

Though known to every sucking-babe, are quite 
beyond papa. 

Act II. 

I seek for Faust^ and find him, not in study 
dark and grim. 

But dozing at a West End club, with stays to 
keep him slim. 

His teeth are gone, his hair is gone, but Clark- 
son sees to that ; 

His tailor props him up with clothes, his hatter 
with a hat 

I book him for my Fausiling part, a part he 
wants to play ; 

I seek a Marguerittle next, who lives across 
the way. 
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She's in the Patchouli Arcade, a shop where 

gloves are sold, 
And she, the lovely seller, is as pretty as she's 

bold. 
A bogus ring, a necklet made of diamonds from 

the Cape, 
A supper at the Sans Pareil, soon put my plot 

in shape. 
We are not bored with Martha^ or a nurse of 

any kind, 
And when her brother does turn up, we're not 

surprised to find 
A private in the Ramrod Guards, whose views, 

quite * up to date,' 
Are such as every business man is pleased to 

contemplate. 

Act III. 

Old Martha bullied me because I worked with- 
out her aid ; 

I quite expected this, and so, to please the 
ancient maid. 

Her sixty years I made sixteen, and made her 
lovely, too. 

And got a Faustling, quite a boy, to walk her 
in the ' Zoo.' 

I 
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I thought how cleverly I'd worked, and how 

I'd beaten pa, 
Till Faustling suddenly appeared, my clever 

schemes to mar. 
He saw my lively youthful nurse, and bolted 

with her straight ; 
Then Marguerittle flopped on me, and said I 

was ' her fate,' 
I sent young Faustling down a trap, and soon 

got rid of him ; 
But when I tried the spell on her, she'd neither 

sink nor swim. 
I swore in demon double Dutch, our favourite 

dialect ; 
I burnt my stock of sulphur squibs without the 

least effect. 
The book's a fraud ; I'm going now to take her 

down to pa. 
Perhaps he'll take her on himself, and I shall 

call her ' ma.' 



THE CONDESCENDING DUCHESS 

IN THE 'BUS 

They calls me ' Oily Sam/ 
And so I s'pose I am, 

Though words is only squitter after all ; 
I'm not a bloomin' ass 
Who thinks he's tip- top class — 

I'm a coster, and I glories in my stall 

When I goes about the world, 
With my ' knockers '* nicely curled, 

The book I likes to study is the street ; 
I don't think much of schools, 
They mannyfacters fools 

Who never seems to feel their clumsy feet. 

* 'Knockers' (or 'Newgate knockers') — well-greased 
side curls, like meat-hooks, common amongst costers and 
butchers' boys. 
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My models, I confess, 
Are rather nuts on dress — 



The tofts as never likes to make a fuss ; 
But one's above em all, 
A model that I call 

The condescending Duchess in the 'bus ! 



She's a pictur — that she is, 
With her 'orty blue-blood phiz — 

The way she hands the penny, s'elp me! 's 
grand! 
She stops *em at the * Stores ' 
In a style that I adores, 

And I follows like a puppy in her 'and. 



She waits her turn as mild 
As any coster's child, 

While counter-jumpers dares to call her 



* mum.' 



She thinks it's quite the thing. 
Dang] in' parcels on a string, 

And she does it in a way that strikes me 
dum'. 
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My donah's pretty smart, 
And in our donkey-cart 

We gives the Duchess lots of points, you'll 
bet. 
Yet both of us must own 
We wants a lot of tone 

When puUin' up for drops of 'eavy wet 

We've not quite caught the air 
Of old Grossveener Square — 

My donah thinks that air's not worth a cuss ; 
My donah's not quite right, 
She must watch with all her might 

My condescending Duchess in a 'bus 1 



MOTHER WAS SO HAPPY THAT 

SHE DIED 

They calls it Dossers' Block, 
'Cos it stands near Dossers' Dock, 
An* they've built the bloomin' parlours in the 
skies. 
Our garret's underground, 
Where six is alius found — 
We can't sing * Home, sweet home,' but yet we 
tries. 

*Home, home, sweet, sweet home' — 

I s'pose they couldn't make one if they tried ? 

We lives in prison cells. 

Built by charitable swells. 
An' mother was so happy that she died I 

The manager's a skunk, 
Who thinks we're alius drunk, 
As if we'd got the coin to spend on booze ; 
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We're bound by stone-jug rules. 
Like paupers, thieves, and fools, 
An' can't behave exactly as we choose. 

* Home, home,' etc. 

The gates is shet at ten, 

An' the gas is put out then. 
An' we mustn't nail a pictur on the walls. 

Our Billy, killed at play 

By a drunken drayman's dray. 
Is taken down each time the 'spector calls. 

* Home, home,* etc 

If we grumbles, then we knows 

It's a kick and ' Out you goes,' 
As lots of 'em is waitin' for the ' flat.' 

For this they has the cheek 

To draw eight bob a week, 
An' never lets us keep a dog or cat ! 

* Home, home, sweet, sweet home ' — 

I s'pose they couldn't make one if they tried ? 

We lives in prison cells. 

Built by charitable swells. 
An' mother was so happy that she died ! 
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By the Gate of the Sea. 
The Wav of the Worid. 
A Bit of Human Nature. 
First Person Singular. 
Cynic Fortune. 
Old Blaser's Hera 
Bob Martin's Littie GirL 
Tune's Revenges. 
A Wasted Cnme. 
In Direst Peril. 
Mount Despair. 
A Capful o' Nails. 

BY MURRAY AND HERMAN. 
One TrsTeller Returns. 
Paul Jones's Alias. 
The Bishops' Bible. 

BY HENRY MURRAY. 
A Game of Bhiff. 
A Song of Sixpence. 

BY HUME NISBET. 
•BailUpr 
Dr. Bernard St Vhicent 

BY W. E. NORRIS. 
Saint Ann's. 
Billy BeOew. 

BY ALICE O'HANLON. 
The Unforeseen. 
Chance? or Fate? 
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TWO-SHILUNG POPULAR NOVELS. 



BY BEORQEB OHMET. 



A LaitLore. 
AWtkdGitt 

BY MHB. OUPHAMT. 
Whheladies. 
The Primrote Path. 
The Granteat HeifeM hi Eagfawd 

BY MRS. ROBERT O'REILLY. 



BY OUIDA. 
Held hi BondaKe 



Ch andftfi 

Under Two Pkn. 

Idalla. 

('^ ff^l CafldanMdne'a 

TncotfuL 



FoUePariae 

A Dog of Ftandefa. 

PMcar^ 



In a Whiter Ci^. 

Ariadnl 

Motha. 

Priendddn. 

Pipiatiello. 

BhnbL 

In 

Wanda. 



Prinoeaa Nannudne. 

Two Little Wooden Shoea. 

A Village Commoaa. 

Othmar. 

Gnllderqr. 

RoiBno. 

Syrtin. 



Two Offeoden. 
Wiadom, Wit, and Putiioa. 

BY MARGARET AQME8 PAUL 
Gentle and Simple. 

BY JAMEB PAYM. 
Loat Sir Masaingberd. 
A Perfect Treaaore. 
Bentinck'a Tntor. 
Mnrpfay'a liaater. 
A Coonty Familjr. 



BY JAMEB PAYN-^cmimmd. 
At Her Merer. 
A Woman'a Vengeanoe. 
Cecil's Tfyat 
The Clyffuds of Qyffe^ 
The Family Scapegrace. 
The Foster Brocberi. 
The Beat of Hosbanda. 
FoondDead. 
Watter'a Word. 
Hahrea.. 
Fallen Poctanea. 
What He Cost Her. 
Hnmorona Stoffiea. 
Gwendoline'a Harveat 
Like Fatiiery Like Son. 
Ahlarine Rcaidenee. 
Ifarried Bwifath Him. 
MirfcAhbnr. 
Not WoodL bat Woo. 
Two Handled Poonda Reward. 
Leaa Oack than We're Pahited. 




Under One Root 

Carljon'a Year. 

A Coondential Agent. 

Some Private Views. 

A GrwBe firom a Thoro. 

Promfixile. 

Kit : A laemory. 

For Cadi Only. 

The Canon'a ward. 

The Talk of the Tow& 

Holiday Taaka. 

Glow-worm Talea. 

The Mystery of BCirbfidge. 

The Bnmt HiUioo. 

The Word and the Wm. 

A Prince of the Blood. 

Sonny Storiea. 

A Tiying Patient 

BY EDBAR A. POL 
The Mysteiy of Marie Rogct 

BY MRS. CAMPBELL PRAED. 
The Romance of a Station. 
The Sool of Coonteaa Adrian. 
Ontbiw and Lawmaker. 
Christina Chard. 
Mrs. Tregaakiss. 
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TWO'SHILUNG POPULAR NOVELS. 



BY £. 0. PRICE. 
Valentbuu 
Gendd. 

Mn. Lancaster's RivaL 
The Foreigners. 

BY RICHARD PRYCE. 
Hiss ICaacweU's Affections. 

BY CHARLES READE, 
It is Never Too luUe to Mend. 
Hard Cash. 
Peg: Woffin^fton. 
Christie Johnstone. 

Put Yonrself in His Place. 
The Double Marriage. 
Lore Me Little, Lore Me Long. 
Fool Play. 

The Oowter and the Hearth. . 
The Course of True Lore. 
The Antobiomphy of a Thief. 
A TerriUe Tenqitation. 
The Wandering Heir. 
A Simpleton. 
A Woman-Hater. 
Shigleheart and Doubleface. 
Good Stories of Man and other 
The Jilt [Anhnals. 

A Perilous Secret 
Readiana. 

BY MRS, 4. H, RIDDELL 
Her Mother's Darling. 
The Uninhabited House. 
Weh:d Stories. 
Fairy Water. 

Prince of Wales's Garden Party. 
The Mystery in Palace Gardens. 
The Nun's Curse. 
IdleTalea 

BY AMfUE RIVES. 
Barbara Dering. 

BY F. W. ROBINSON. 
Women are Strange. 
The Hands of Justice. 
The Woman in the Dark. 

BY JAMES RUNCIMAN. 
Skippers and Shellbacks. 
Grace Bahnajpi's Sweetheart 
Sdiools and Scholars. 

BY DORA RUSSELL 
A Countoy Sweetheart 



BY W. CLARK RUSSELL 
Round the Galley Fire. 
On the FoVsle Head. 
In the Middle Watch. 
A Voyage to the Cape. 
A Book for the Hanmiock. 
Mystery of the 'Ocean Star.' 
The Romance of Jenny Harlowe. 
An Ocean Tragedy. 
My Shipmate Louise 
Alone on a VHde Wide Sea. 
The Phantom Death. 
The Good Ship * Mohock.' 
Is He the Man? 
Heart of Oak. 
The Convict Ship. 
The Tale of the Ten. 
The Last Entry. 

BY ALAN ST. AUBYN. 
A FeUow of Trinity. 
The Junior Dean. 
The master of St Benedict's. 
To His Own Bflaster. 
Orchard DamereL 
In the Face of the World. 
The Tremlett Diamonds 

BY QEORQE AUQUSTUS SALA. 
GiuUight and Daylig^ 

BY QEORQE R. SIMS. 
The Rmg o' Bells. 
Mary Jane's Memoirs. 
Mary jane BAarried. 
Tales of To-day. 
Dramas of Life. 
TinUetop's Crime 
Zeph : a Circus Story. 
My Two Wiires. 
Memoirs of a Landlady. 
Scenes from the Show. 
The Ten Commandments. 
Dagonet Abroad. 
Ri^es and Vagabonds. 

BY ARTHUR SKETCHLEY. 
A Match in the Dark 

BY HAWLEY SMART. 
Without Lore or Licence 
The J*lunger. 
Beatrice and Benedick. 
Long Odds. 
TheMaster of RatiikeUy. 



Lomdtm: CHATTO 6* WINDUS, izx SU MarMs Lane, W,C. 



8 



TWO'SHILUNG POPULAR NOVELS. 



BY T. W. SFEIBHT. 
The Myfltoriet of Heron Dyke. 
The Golden Hoop. 
By Detioos Wn js. 
Hood^Hnked. 
Beck to Life 

The Londwater Tfmg:ed7. 
Bursa's Ronmnce. 
Qoittattoein FnIL 
A Hnsbend from tiie Sea. 

BY R. A. STERHDALE. 
The A^^hen Knife. 

BY R. LOUIS STEVENSON. 
New Axnhian Nights. 

BY BERTHA THOMAS. 
PftNid Mmiiie. 
The VioUn-plnjer. 



BY WALTER THORNBURY. 
Tales for the Harinea 
Old Stories Re-told. 

BY ANTHONY TROLLOPE. 
The Way We Lire Now. 
Mr. Scarborongh's Family. 
The Golden L4on of Gnu^te. 
The American Senator. 
Fnm Frohmann. 
Iftarion Fay. 
K^ in the Dark. 
The Land-Leagaers. 
John Caldigate. 

BY FRANCES E. TROLLOPE. 
Anne Fumess. 
Mabel's Progress. 
Like Ships upon the Sea. 

BY T. ADOLPHUS TROLLOPE. 
Diamond Cut Diamond. 

BY J. T. TROWBRIDQE. 
Famell's FoUy. 

BY IVAN TURQENIEPF, etc 
Stories from Foreign Novelists. 

BY MARK TWAIN. 
Tom Sawyer. 
A Tnunp Abroad. 
The Stolen White Elephant 
Pleasure Tr^ on the Continent 



BY MARK TWAIN^ofUinuaL 
The Gilded Age. 
HncUeberry Fmn. 
Life on the MississippL 
The Prince and the Pas. 
Mark Twain's Sketches. 
Yankee at Court of K. Arthur. 
The ;£z,ooo,ooo Bank-note. 

BY SARAH TYTLER. 
Noblesse Oblige. 
Citoyenne Jacqueline. 
The Huguenot Family. 
What ^ Came Through. 
Beai^ and the Beast 
The Aide's Pass. 
Saint Mungo's City. 
Dissppeared. 
LadyB^ 
Buried Diamonds. 
The BiaddiaU Ghosts. 

BY 0. C. FRASER'TYTLER. 
Mistress Judith. 

BY ALLEN UPWARD. 
The Queen asninst Owen. 
The rauce m Balkiatan. 

BY ARTEMUS WARD. 
Artemus Ward Comj^ete. 

BY AARON WATSON AND LILLIAS 

WASSERMANN. 
The Msxquis of C s r s b as. 

BY WILLIAM WESTALL 
Trust-Money. 

BY MRS. F. H. WILLIAMSON, 
A Child >Andow. 

BY J. S. WINTER. 
Cavalry Life. 
Regimental Legends. 

BY H. F. WOOD. 
Passenger from Scotland Yard. 
Englishmsn of the Rue Cain. 

BY DELIA PARKER WOOLLEY. 
Rachel Armstrong. 

BY EDMUND YATES. 
Castaway. 
Land at Last 
The Forlorn Hope. 
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About (Edmond).— The Fellah: An Egyptian Novel. Translated by 

sir RaWPA L ROBEKTS. Pott 8vo, IHust rated boards, ax. 

Adams (W. Davenport), Works by. 

M, Difltloaary of th« Drama i beinv a compreh«ii«iv« Guide to the Plays. Playwrights, PtoMra 
and Playhouses of the United Kingdom and America. Troni the Earliest Time* to the frmtni 
Day. Crown 8tol half-bound, tas. 6m. [Prtfiarlmg 

Qltfy aad QuMdlCila* Selected by W. davenport Adahs. Post 8vo. cloth Hmp. ai. 6rf. 

As:ony Column (The) off 'The Times,' from 1800 to 1870. Edited 

with an Introduction, by ALICE CLAY. Pott 8to. cloth limp, v. td. 

Aid^ (Hamilton), Novels by. Post Svo, illustrated boards, 25. each. 

Gary of Carrlyon. | CoiiW<oneo«. __^ 

Alexander (/Vlrs.)f Novels by. Post Svo. illustrated boards. 25. each 

Maid, Wtfo, or Widow? l_"i[?^ ■^*•• 

Crown 8to. cloth, ji. 6J. each; post 8ro. picture boards. 9S each. 

Valarto'a PaU. I A Llfo Into roat. I Mona'a Ch oioo. | By Womaii'a Wit. 

Crown Svo, cloth u. 6tf. each. 

Vho Coal of bar Prlda I Barbara. Lady*a Said aad Poaraas. I A Plght witb Pa«a. 
A Qoldan AutuBin. [ Mn. Orlebton'a Craaltor. 



Allen (F. M.).— Qreen as Orass. Crown Svo. cloth, 35. 6d, 
Allen (Grant), Works by. Crown Svo, cloth, 65. each. 

Tba BvoluMonlat at Largo. 1 Moorlaad IdyUa. 

Foat-Prandlal Phlloeopby. Crown gvo. art linen, y. 6./. 

Crown Svo. cloth extra, y. M. each : post Bvo, illustrated hoards, »r. each 



la lllustfaAtons. 



Frontis. 

Baobowlng Hand. 



Tba DoTlPa Dla. 

Tbio Mortal Coll. 

Tba Tanta of Bbam. Frontb. 

Tba Oraat Taboo. 

Domaraaq'a Danfbtar. 

la all Bbadaa. Pn dar Baalad Ordar a . 

Br. Pam»ar*a Patla'nt. Pcap. gvo. doth boards, ss. M. 



Tba Dvehaas of Powyalaad. 

Blood Boyal. 

Ivaa Oraat's Mastarplaaa. 

Tba Baally wad. u lllusts. 
At Markat Yaiaa. 



Anderson (Mary).— Othello's Occupation. Crown Svo. cloth. 3^. ed. 
Arnold (Edwin. Lester), Stories by. 

Tba Wondarfbl Advaatoraa of Pbra tba Pbcinlelan. Crown 8vo. doth estra. wfcli it 

IDustntions by H. M. PAGET, y. td. : post Svo, Olustratrd boards, 91. 
Tba Conatabia of Bt. Wlabolaa. With Frontispiece by 5. L. Woo d. Crown av o. cloth. y.W. 

Artemus Ward's Works. With Portrait and Facsimile. Crown Svo, 

cloth oatra. y. 6rf.—Alao a POPULAR EDITION post Svo. picture boards. 9t. 

Ashton (John), Works by. Crown Svo. cloth extra, 75. 6i. each. 

Blatnry of tba Obao-Booka of tba Ittb CaBtary. with 334 Illustration?. 
Bnmoar. Wlt« aad ftatlra of tba Bavantaaaui Cantary. 'with 8a Illustrations. 
Bndlab Oarloatnra aad Batlra on Mapolaoa tba Plrst. With 115 lihtstxattons. 
Molam i^at Ballada. Wi th st IBuitrafioiia. 

Soalal Ufa In tba Baldn of Qaaan Aana. with 85 ill ustrations. Crown 8vOk doth, y. «A 

Crown Svo. cloth, gilt top. 6x. each. 

B^^ft^ai Ufa aadar tba Badaaoy. with 90 lHostratlons. 

Plorlaal'a gpUy i T h e Story of Ckorcb IV. With Photog ravure Frontispiece and la IBustrationa 

Bacteria, Yeast Fungi, and Allied Species, A Synopsis of* By 

W. B GROVB B.A. With 87 TlluttratioDS. Crown 8to, cloth extra, ji. <td. 
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Barialcy (Rev. C. WKelni, '^•^•l^^^^y\ 



BailnE Gould (Sabine, Author of 'JohD Herring,' &c.). Novels by. 
BuT^Robert: Luke 5harp), Storlea by. CrriTOrcrrjrerfTeach. 




barrett (Joan).— JHohle Carlo "Sto riea. Fca p. B 

Beaconsfleld, Lord. By_'f. P, OCowNo ii. M.R Gr. 8to. cloth, y. 
B eam-h am p_( She lileyj.—QrantJiy ^ Orange. Post 8vo, bo3rds. m. 
Besant (Sir Walter) and James Rtce,' Novels by. 



»tI*».Y«»M AM. Wlih ut IllutnuiiiiC^ioiii eio, cl«k. y. M. 
IdBdaq. WillllJslUuIl.Mipn.. D,ray»iii.dMh, v,t.l. 

WaUBiianan Viliti Eiiiwd Picntiipicca tv F. s. UaLkei. K.1 
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Bechstein (Ludwij:). — As Pretty as Seven, and other German 

Stoites. With Additional Tal« by the Brotliera GRIMM, and $0 IBu^ratimB by RicmtBlU SquAra 
Svo, cknh eztn^ 6s. 6d. ; gilt edgca, js. 6^. 

Bellew (Frank).— The Art of Amusing: A Collection of Graceful 

Arts, Canes. Tricks, Ponies, and Charades. Ulth 900 Illustnuions. Crown 8*0. doth extra, 4t. 6d, 

Bennett (W. df LL.D.)-— Songs for Sailors. Post 8vo, cl. limp, 25. 
Bewiclc (Tiionias) and liis Pupils. By Austin Dobson. With 95 

Illustrations. Square 8to, doth extra, y. 6Y. 

Bierce (Ambrose) .-->In tlie Midst of Life: Tales of Soldiers and 

, Cirilians. Croam 8vo, doth extra, 39. M. ; post 8vo, Illustrated boards, ax. 

Bill Nye's Comic History of tlie United States. With 146 Illus- 

tiatlom bjr F. OPPCR. Ctovn Sro, cloth extra, y. 6d. 

I ^^— ^—   ' I.I  I  I III > .  , , 

Blacldbum's (Henry) Art Handboolcs. 



JLe«A«mjr H oU«, IMMK IPrtfmrinr. 

a«ad«niy Metos. laf ■•TO. Complete in 
One Vol., with 600 Illustraiions. Cloth, 6r. 

Complete ia 



Om Vol.. with M»iaa«trttiqia. aot|i.6r. 



A«ad«my Mom*. ttMI-#l* Complete In 

One VoL. whh 800 lUastrations. Qoth, ys. dd. 

AtmAmvaw Motes. lM8-98(. Complete hi 

One Vol .with 800 iBustratioiis. Cloth, 7/. 6d. 

OfMTOMV MMM, VeL I.. tVrt-ta. With 
yM lOnstrationa. Demy 8to, doth 6f . 



OPO«v«nop MoUs, Vol. II., 1683-87. With 

300 Illustrations. Domy 8ro, cloth, 6s, 
GrMvonov Mot««, Vol. in.. 1888-90. Wltft 

930 Illustrations. Demy 8to cloth, ^f. 6r/. 
TIM Haw Oaltovv* ia88*l80a. With 950 

ilhistratiens. Demy 8vo, cloth. 6x. 
BnMltah Motur«a at th« National OaU«nr# 

W ith 1x4 Illustrations. tx.f 
Old Hartera at tha National Oallanr. 

Whh 136 IRuittrations. if. M. 

IltaMraiod OatakMtao to tho National 

OaUainr. With 343 lUusts. Demy Svo, doth, 31^ 



I>emy 8ro, v. each. 
TiM IllaatFafd Oatelotfno of tbo Paris Balbn, 1890. ^Vith 3no nia%tr.atron4. 
lUostrstad Catatofna el tho nhlMtloa of tlM BocUt4 Nationals das Ba»nx AKs, 
l»g>. WlthyoStetchea, 

Bodkin (M, McD., Q.C.).— Dora MyrI, tite Lady Detective^ 

Crown 8ro, doth, y$. id. 

Bourset (Paul).— A Living Lie. Translated by John db Villibrs. 

With special PreCsce for the Hnffllsh Edition. Crown Sto. Hoth, 3r. td. 

Bourne (H. R. Fox), Books by. ~'' 

fflt^t^ ■avetaaatS : Memoirs In Iffustratton of the Progress of Brhiah Commerce. With 32 niu> 

tntiaos. Crows 8to. doth. jf. hd, 
■agUali Nawspapovs s Chapters in the Ulstory oITottrpnflAB. Two Vols., demy Sro, ckitfat «r. ^ 
Tha Othar Slda of tha Bmla Pasha Bsllof Bxpodltloa. Crown Svo. cloth, tt. 

Boyle (Frederick), Works by. Post 8vo, illnstnited bds., as. eacb. 

Chyonfslas of Ho-Man*a lAiid. i Caasp Notas. I Bavatfs ~ " 



Bnuid (John).— Observations on Popular Antiquities; chieBy 

lUnstratlitf the Orira oC our Vulgar Customs, Cemnoniea, and Superstftiona. With the Addliiom of S|r 
HflNRV Ellis. Crown (to, cloth extra, jr. 6Y. 

Brayshaw (J. Dodsworth).— 5lum Silhouettes: Stories of London 

Ofa. Crewn <vtt. ctoth, y. tA. ^ 

Brewer (Rev* Dr.), Worlcs by. 

Cha Kaadoi^s NBaadbook of Vaunong Naihas In Fiction, Allaaloas, Bofsranoss, 
Provsvbs* Plots, atorlas, and Poams. Tot^eibcr with an Em:Lis>l and AuEKrCA> 
Bibliography, and a List op tkr authors and Datrs of Dramas and opbras. a 
New Edition. Revised and Enlarged. Crown 8*0. cloth, ts (>d. 

a Dl ctlonagy of MlWfcOiast InittatiTe. Realistic, and Dogmatic Crewn 8»o, c loth, gf. &^. 

Brewster (Sir David), Works by. Post 8vo, cloth, 41. 6^^^ each. 

■ova Worlds than Ona t Cieed ef the PhOovophcr and Hope of the Christian. With Plates. 
Tha Mavtyss of SalaaOS 1 GaLILBO, TychO Brahe, and KSFLKK. With Portraits. 
I^attara am KntnwU Jtatfs. With numerous lllustratioos. 

BrIllat-SavaHn.— Gastronomy as a Fine ArL Translated.' b> 

R. E. AKDBKSOW. M.A. Ppat Bro. bilf-bound. «r. W 

Bryden (H.* AO-'-^An Exited Scot: A Romance, With a A-ontls- 

plac e, by J. S. ^ItO MPTeN, R.k Crown »*o. doth. 6s. _^ 

^ydge» (Harold).— Uncle Sam at Home. With 91 Illustrations, 

f(M tvo. ntaatmad boenfa, v, ; doth Dnip, as. &<, 



Buchanan (Robert), Novels, ftc, by. 

Crown 8ro, cloth extra, y. 6d. each ; fxX 8to, illdstnted boAftls, «r. «3cfi. 



rm nukdow of th« Sword. 
Chlldof H Mnr«. With Frootiiplece. 
0«d and ih« Maa. With it IHuatrationshy 
KIlMtHok. rFKRD. Baknaku. 

[airiyHiA 



Tha HaHyrdon aff HadaUaft. Wkta 
Frontispiece b^ A. W. C001*E1t. 



I«ov« ■•for Bvar. With FrontJspleoe. 

Th« Naar JLbalavd. I RaoMl Dana, 
■ait X A Story of a Caravan. With Fromii^rc*. 
TiM Master of tha HJaa. With Fronts 'ieoti 

VhaMalrof IdBBa. 1 1 



■ad aad VUta Haaihar. Crown tro. doth ocrra, y. 6d. 



Tha WaBdariatf aw t  ChrittiDas CaroL down Srtii, doth. 6$. 



»r ROBRRT Buchanan and Hrnky MurraI^. Crowti 8ra, doth, trith a 



Fnntispiece Iqr T. H. ROBINSON, y . 6d. ; poet Svo, picture boards, »s. 



Burton (Robert).— The Anatomy of Melancholy. With Transla- 
tions of the Quotations. Donj Sro. doth extra, js. 6d. 
Molaaaholy anatemtoadt An AtMidguient of Burhon^ Anatomv. l*ost tro, hsif-bd.. at. 6d, 

Calne (Hall), Novels by. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, ^s. 6d, each. ; post 

Sro, Bttstratad boards, or. each ; cfoth Ifanp, at. 6d. each. 



ofaOHaM. | a Boa af Batfn. | 



Abo Library Editions of Tha Boomrttr and Tha Bhadow of a Crlma, set hi new typn^ 
crown «ro. and boond uniform with Tha OhHstlaB. 6s. each ; and Chkaf POPULAR Eomoxs ol 
Tha n— mtor and Tha Bhadmv af a Crina* medium Slro, portnit-corer, 6tf. each ; doth, xs. 

c>ach. 

Cameron (Commander V. Lovett).— The Cruise of the ' Black 

Pri nce' Privateer. Post 8vo. picture boards, v. ' " 

Canadian North- West (The). By E. B. Osborn. Crown 8vo, baclc- 

ram. y. 6.f. " ' [SA^r/Qf. 

Captain Colirnet, Soldier of the Empire: An Autobiography. 

Edited by LORHJ>AN Larciiey. Transhted by Mrs. CAREY. With too lUu&tntlons. Crown 8vo. 

clnth. jr 6d. . 

Carlyle (Jane Welsh), Life of. By Mrs. Alexander Ireland. With 

Portrait and Facsfantte Letter. Small demy 9ro, cloth eatra, fs. td, 

Carlyle (Thomas).— On the Choice of Books. Post 8vo, d.. i;. 6^. 

Copraapondanea of Thomas Carlyla and R. V. ■msvaott« IMd-lsn. - Edited .bf 

C. H. NOKl ON. With Portraits. Two Volis., crown Bvo, cloth, 94s. 

Carruth (Hayden).— The Adventures of Jones. With 17 lUustm. 

tions. Fc ap. 8vo . cloth, ar^ ^ 

Chambers (Robert W.), Stories of Paris Life by. 

Ths King la Talloiv. Crown 8ro, cloth, y. td. \ fcap. Sni, doth Uaqn at. Ml 
In tha Qoartsr. Fcap. 8to. cloth. 9j. 64. 



Chapman's (Qeorge), Works. Vol. I., Plays Complete, including the 

Doubtful Onm.— Vol. II.. Poems and Minor Translations, with Essay by A. C. SwiNBURNB.— VoL 
III., Translations of the Iliad and Odyssey. Three Vols., crown 8to. cloth. 3«. 6A ^ach. 

Chappie (J. Mitchell).— The Minor Chord : The Sjtory of a Prima 

Donna. Crown 8vo, cloth, y. td. 

Chaucer for Children : A Golden Key. By Mrs. H. R. Haweis. With 

8 Coloured Pbtes and 30 Woodcuts. Crowti 4to. doth extra, y. 6tl. 

Chaaoar for Behools. With the Story of his Times and his Work. By Mn. H. R. Raweis. 
A New Edition, revised. Whh a Frontispiece. Demy 8vo, cloth, ax. 6tL 

Chess, The Laws and Practice of. With an AoalyMS of the Opeo* 

 inss. By HOWARD STAUNTON. Edited by R. B. Woruald. Crown 8vo, doth, y. 

Ths Minor TaoUos of Chass : A Treatise on the Deployment of the Forces in obedtance to Stts- 
tegic Prindple. By F. K. YOUNC and E. C. HOWBLL. Lonr fc^k Sve, «lath, mt. td. 

SiM Hastings Ohsss Tonraamsnt. Containin«r the Anthorised Account of the aw Caniea 

gayed Aug.-Sept.; 1^95. With Annotations by PrLLSRURV, LaSKBR. TarrasCH. STRIKITX, 
:h(Ffbrs, tbichmann, Bardelgbek, Blackburne, Gunsberg, Tinslsy. Mason, and 
ALBiN : Biofrnphical Sketches of the Cheaa Mastets, and as Portraits. Editod by U. F. CHESHIRE. 
Cheaper Edldon. Crosm 8to. cloth, y. 

 -  — -  - — -  

Cbure (Austin), Storlea by. 

Vor ths Lova of a Lass. ' Pn«t Svo. flUustrated boards, sr. : dodi. ar. 6-f. 

Bar ths Bias of ths Bivsr 1 Tales and Sketches In South Tynedala. Cnyim 8vOb doth, jf. dgf. 



C HAtTO JL WjHbVi. t>«tll«lMf*, <ii St M«ril«'i Ua*. Unioa, W.C i 

Clive (Mrs. Archer), Novels by. PostSvo, itlasl. boards, u. aacb. 
Pul Pwnll. I Vliy Pul Farrell RUIad bta WIte. 

Clodd (Edward, P.R.A.S.) Myths and DrMms. Cr. 8vo . y. (U. 

Coatea {AnnejT^RIe'a Diary. CroVn Bvo, doth , y. ei. ' 

Cobban (J. Maclarenj, Novels by. 

Colerldgre (M. E.).— The Seven Sleepers of Bpheans. Fcap, 8vo, 
Collins (C. A]lsfon).~The liar Sinister. Post Std, boards, 21. 
Colllas (John Cfaurton, M.A.),~Books by. " 



Collins (Mortimer and Prances), Novels by. 




Caiman's (fleorset Humorous Works; ' Broad Grins,'  My Nighi- 
Colquhoun (M. J.)*— Bvery Inch a Soldier. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
Colt-breaklng, Hints on. By W. M. Hutchison, Cr. 8vo, cl., itTfd, 



Convalescent Cookery. By Cathbrine Rvah. Cr. 8vo, ». ; d., u. 6d. 
Conway (Moncure b.).—aeoree Washington's Rnles of Civility 

Cooper (Edw ard H . ) .— Ceoffory H amilton. Cr. Bv o, cloih. y. 6J. 
Cornish (J, F.). — Sour Qrapea : A Novel. Cr. Svo, cloth, gill top, 61. 
Cornwall.— Popular Romances of the West of England ; or, Tha 



Cotes (V. Cecil) Two Girls on a Barge. With 44 IllnstraiioDa by 

Cniddock (C. EKbert),~Stories by. 

TbaFTS^aofUwOrKt amohr ■eoBMIm. FiMtnutkMlraMdbHiiKB. 

Cran (Ralph AdamaJ.— Black Sfdrlts and Wblte. Fcap. iva. 



Cr^lia (H. N.>, Books by. • 

JtoMWMM of Um out ■•MLtfUo. With aB iniotratioRs bjr S. L. WOOD. Crown 8vi>, doth. 31. <^ 
9mlmm6t ih% Cl3l»lu Crowntro, doth. at. 
TIm MAsaruiasi A Drama. Crown 8vo, is. 



Crin <Matt«).— Adventures of A Fair Rebel. Crown 8vo, clotb 

eirtrw. with a Frontl5pi«o» by PAK. BlIARP. jf . 6rf. ; p ost 8rcy BKj»tryteA boards. ». 

Crockett (S. R.) and others.— Tales of Our Coast. By S. R. 

Crockt-tt. Gilbert Parker. Harold PREOERrc. 'Q.,' mid W. Clark Ris^cll. ^Tilll # 

lllii<4raiion« b y Fk aN'K Brancwyn. Cro wn 9yn, cloth. 3*. 6rfL 

Crol^r (Mrs. 

. fRttstnted boardi^ 1 

■WlUtt. IR 

Fsmlly 



each : post 8to, flhi rt r at ed 
Mlu 



B. M.), Novels by. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 35. 6d. 

thistnted boardi^ w. each ; cloili Hmp, m. 6dL each. 



rMMjF ■>■■ ■•vlU*. 

•TpJL_ 

A Third Fsnoa; 



ToLet/ 
I Third 
■r.JI«rvls. 



TrsfRdl 
Tb« RmU Lady HUda. 
Maxvted or atngto r 



rSSdof 

DlaBA Barrln^oa. 

Two MaaUTR. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, v. 6d. each. 
In tbo Ktaidom of Kony. I BoyradthoTolo. | JmMum, fto. J Sono On* Uao. 



Crown 8vo. doth, gilt top. 6i. each. 
Ml— B ol RiRi n o'R P—t. I IntRtoatlon. [ Toronco. With 6 lllosts. T>y stpwhy PAC ttT. 

Cruikshank's Comic Almanack. ComfHete in Two Sbkies: Tb« 

First, from 1835 to iKn ; tha Second, from 1814 to i8j^ A Gathering of th« Best Humonr dl 
Tkackkray. Hood, mavhbw. al^rt Smith, A'Shckett, Rorekt Brougu^&c. With 
■■nclDtts Steel Fngnvingri and Woadculs by GaoibCB-CRUtKSHXlfK. HlMR. LaHOAl3,^^c. 
Two VoU., crown 8vo, cloth gilt. js. 6d, each. •'^ 

Tho Lite of Ooorgo CrolkslMuak. Bjr BLAMCHAKD JersOLD. With 84 rnustrations and a 
BiiJiofrraphy. Crowa lno. doth a»t ra. y. 6d. < .. ^_..« 



Cumming (C. P. Gordon), Works by. Demy 8vo, cL ex., 8s. 6d. ea, 

!■ (ho HobrldOB. With an Aotoi^ve Frontisniece artd «i Ilhi^tratlaiiR, ' * 

In tho RUnalayoa and on tho Indian Plains. With 4a inostratioaa. . 

Two Happp Yoars In Coylo n. W»h at nhistrations. / ,' 

▼la Cornwall to B<ypt« With a rhotogTa\-ure Fronti spiece. Dem y Sto. clo th, jf.M. 

Cussans (John E.).— A Handbook of Heraldry; with Instructions 

for Tracing rediffreet and Decipherintr Ancient M^S., Sec. Foorth Edition, revised, with 40! Woodcnla 

a nd 2 Col oured Inat es. Crown avo.^cloth rxtra. 6j. • 

Cynfes (W.) .—Hearts of Qold. Cr. $vo, cl., y, 6d. ; post 8vo. bds. , «. 

^ III - - - ' ~ r — ^-> —     ^> I I    ■>.■   I III! 111^ .«». 

Daudet (Alphonse).— The Evangelist; or, Port Salvatloo. CrcMva 

8yo. cloth eatra. y . 6rf. ; port 8ino, illustrated boorjte, ar^ 

Davenant (Francis, M. A.). —Hints for Parents on the Choice of 

a Profesaion for thmr Sons when SUrttac la Ufa. Crown 8vo. ctoth, u. 6<i. 

I -— ^>n I M a >   I  I > r ^ ~ - —   ■• 



 Oil m 



Davidson (Hugh Coleman).— Mr. Sadler's Daughters. With a 

Frontispiece by STANLEV Wqqd. Crown 8yo. doth a«tra. y  6A. 

Davies (Dr. N. E. Yorke-), Works by. Cr. 8vo. is. ea ; cl, i;. 6i, ea. 

Ooo Thontand Vodtoal Haxtma and Bnvgloai HInto. 
Rnroonr HInto 1 A Mother's Guide In Health aiM Diwase. 
FoodO for tho Pati The Dietetic Cure of Corpulency and of Coat. 



Aldt to IfOntf Ufa* Crown Svo, tx. ; cloth limp, ts. M. 



Davies' (Sir John) Complete Poetical Works. Collected and Edited, 

with In tro<.luct ion and Notes, by Rev. A. B. C R05ART. P.P. Two Vok., Crown 8*0. cloth, jr. tfrf. oadw 

Dawson (Erasmus, MTB. ) . — The" Foifrital n of YoutlT." Crown Svo^ 

cloth extra . withTVoJIlustrationsby HUMB NiSBBT. y. 6rf. ijpost 8v0, Ohistralndboard*, ts. 

De Querfif (Maurice), lriie Journal of. Edited by G."S. Trebutien. 

With a Memoir by Sainte-BEUVT.. Translated frotti the aoih French Edition bjrjHSSIK P. FROTH* 
INC HAXl. l"c.i p. 8 vo, half bound, 3J. &f. . ^ ' 

De Maistre(Xavier)J~A'^ourney Round my Room^ Translate* 

by H ENR Y ATTWELL. Post 8yo . cloth l irop. «J. M. 

be Ml lie (James).— A Castle in Spain. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, with 

a Frontispiece, y. M. ; post 8vo, illustrate d boards, g f. ' 

Derby (the) ": The Blue Ribbon of tlieT'urf. With Brief Accounts 

of Tub Oaks. B y Louis Henr y Curzon. Crown 8vo , ciq<h tiny, « r. 6rf. .. - ,  

Derwent (Leith), Novels by. Cr. 8vo, cl., y. 6d. ea. ; post 8vo, as. ea. 

Our Lady of Toaro. I Clrco'o "Lontn. 



bewar (1r'. R.)-^A Ramble Round the Q lobe. With aao Illnttra? 

tions. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, jt. 6d. 



CHaTTO d WJNJHJS; Pnlfltotfer^, iii St. M ftin'i Uthe, LMddn. W.O. 7 

M Windt mttny), BooUcs by* • ~ ''~~' " 

» Throve. tlijk<loM-n«ldB of JI1ftak4 io Aovtiig atmlta. WUh Hap stnd 13 fuU-pafo lUus- 
, trations. Cheaper Is»ue. Demy 8vo/cloth, 6/,' 
Tr uo T»le « of Tifiiv l and Adytn taao. . C tQ»> B to. Up^.s^fc * 

Dickens (Charles), About Bo^^aind wltb. By Alfred Rimmer. 

' With 57llhmtation»by C A. VamdhRHOOP wndtUe AVTHOR. Sguaro 8vo, ctoU>, y. 6rf. 

Dictionaries. 

Th«R«ador*s Handbook of Famontf^ Mamoa la FloUoa, AUusloaB. KofoMaeaa. 
Provarbs, Plola, Btprlas, and Poama. Tornher wUb aa English akd AuBttCAH 




LL.D. Crown tvo, doth, y, 6tt. 




Dilke (Rt. Hon. SIrCharleii, Bart., ALP.).— The British Empire. 

Cr own 99 Q, buckram, y. 6< /. 

I>bbson l^ustln), Worlcs by. 

Thomas Bawlek and bis Poalls. with 95 inastrMton^. dquore svo. cWtlt, y. ^t. 
- Fonv Pranehwoman* with Four Fortralt«. Croom 8vo. buckram, cilt top, 6s. 
■IgMaantb Cantanr ▼Idaattoa. In three Sektes. Crown 8vo, buckram. 61. e*c*<. 
A Paladin of PhUaathvopy* and otbor Paparm. With o lilutrattoiis. Oo.-n cm. 
buckram, 6t. 



Dobson (W. T.K~Poetical iogenuitles and Eccentricities. Post 

8»o. clo<h lunp. aj. 6a. 

Donovan (Dick), Detective Stories by. 



Poftt 8vo, illustrated boatds, 9j: each ; cloth Hmp, 9x. 6d, each 
ar. IWantadI _ A Oataoki 

fiaagitat Laat. I 

VaaMlBod aad Vakaa. 



Tba ■aa-Hontor. I Wantad I 

at lia^ I Tiwakad to DooBft. 



Wbo Polaoaad Hatty Doneaa ?^ 
■naplolon Aroooad. 



A Dataottva!! Tvinjayha. 
In tha Orlp of the Z«aw. 
From Information Rtteolvod. 
Unk by Link. 1 Dark Doadiu 
Biddlaa . 



Crown 8to. cloth extra, y. id. each : poK Svo. illustrated boards, ar. each ; cloth, as. f^L ei<ch. 
' jW»a Mai flpom Itoaaha a tar. With 23 Uliutrations. ^^ 
Tba Mpatary of Jamaica T aCT»oa. t Tna Cag onljlaa of Hlohaol Oonavltnb. 

Crown 8vo, doth, v. 6tL aach . 

Tba Itaoorda of Ylnoent TMll, ofthd Potaotfya Bafwloa. | Taiaa o t T<^rorj;_ _ 

Dowllng (Richard).~Old Corco r an's Money. Crown 8vo. c)., ii^J^. 
Doyle (A. Conan).— The Firm of Qlrdiegtone^ Cr. Svo, cl.. is. 6d/ 
Dramatists, The Old. Cr. ^vo, cL ex., with Portraits, 35. 6d. per Vol. 

■aa JoaaoiB*a Voatta. with Ifoua, Critical aad Explasatoiy, and a BiaufnpUt^l Momoir by i 
William Cifford. Edited by Colonel CVNNINCHAH. Three Vob. '^ ' 

Cbamnaa'a Works. Three Vols^ VoL I. contains the Plays complete : Vol. IT., Vocins .ittil Minor 
\_ Traasladons. with an Enay by A. C.SWINBUJUCB ; Vol. III., Translations of the llud ait.1 'Jdy&Koy. . 
■arlowa'a Wovka. Edited, with J<rot«s.bsrC<rfonelCUMKiNCiiAU. One Vol. 
HaaStaK a ya P la y . From ClPFOgl>^ Taut. Edited by Colonel C UNNINGHAM. One Voh 

Duncan (Sara Jeannette: Mrs. EvbrardCotxs), Wbricsby.' 

Crowa 8vo. cloth extra. 7/. 6d, each. 
A aoelal I>apavtara. with m lUustratlans by F. M. TOwnsrnd. 
Aa AoMOlaaa ttivl la London. With 80 lUustradona by F. H. tqwnsund 
Tba aimpla Advaataraa of a Hamaablb. with 37 iniastrationa by F. H. Tow.y.^nvD. 



Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3«. 6tL each. 
A Paa g btag of To-D ay . | Yaroon* a Aant. With i; illustrations by M.\i. !! 171:57. 

Dtttt (Romesh C.).— England and India: A Record of Progress 

during One Hundred Years. Crown tna, ctotb. tf. 



Ealrly Engllah Poets. Edited, ^itb Xntrodactions and ABOOtattoftsT 

oy Ker. A. B. GrosaRT« D.D. Crown 8vo. cloth boards, jx. 6tL \rfit VtJame. 
Vtetebavs lOllos) Oomplata Pomnib Ona Vol. 
Davlas* (Blv Xoba) Complata Poatloal Wo^fca. Two Vols. 
Harrlok*a (Kobaft) Complata Collaetad Poaaalb ThreoVjofe. 
aid aars <w Phnt p » Cwaplata Pbatleal Wartw*. Thraa Vok.^ 

Edgcnmbe (Sir E. R. i>earce).~Zephyrtis: A Holiday in Brazil 

and oathelMVeir Plate, ^yhh u lUustrattona. Crown 8vo. cloth extra. 5*. 

Bdwardea (Mrs* Annie), Novels by. Post 8vo, iilust. bds., 2j7each^ 

Aivbia Lovall. I A Point o f Honoiur. 

^ CiffHv Vfiali Cro)ro aro^ c|oth, 91, fyi. 



• CHATTO * WINOU8. PabHslMrs, in St. MUrtia** Urne. Loa4»a, W.C. 



Edwards (eileser).— Words, Facts, aad Phrases: A Dictisiiary 

of Qwtow, ^ fua tot. Mid Out -of-Oe-Way Mutet*. Cbeapar Edaioiw Cn>WB 8to. ckuli. y . 6rf> 

Edwards (M. Betham-), Novsis by. 

Poit 8row ilhitfxatvd boards, ». «ach. 

xii^; t — 



Eferton (Rev. J. C, M.A.). — Sussex Folk and Sussex Ways. 

With lottoducti o n by R*r. Dr. H. WaCE, «nd Foar Illustnutaps. Crown 8vo. cloth e rtra. y. 

ECTi eston~(Ed war d).— Roxy t A Hovel, Post 8vo. illnstTSoards. 2s. 
Eni:nshinan (An) In Paris* Notes and Recollections during the 

Re ign of _Lf'«H_PyM ppe a ad tho EmpirB. Cfotm 8>o, cloth, y. 6<<'. 

EiTglishiiUMi's^ House, The : A Practical Guide for Selecting or Build- 
ing  Ho me. By C J. RICH A RPSON. Coloured Frcatispiece aad 534 laoits. Cr. 6to, doth, y. <rf. 

Ewald (Alex. Charles, F.S.A.), Works by. 

VlM Lin AiiA Tlastts of Prlaett CharMs Staftrt. Couot cf* Altetqr <Tks Young TuMitm- 

DER). IVilh Jl Portrait. Crowa Sro, cloth extra, 7^. 6a. 
— »rt— tr— I th m Stf Pfcpoiy. with Amocypa Ffcwtftplacc. Crown 8w», dotfa.<>. 

Eyes, Our : How to P reserve Them. By John Brown ino. C r. 8vo. is. 
Familiar Short Sayings of Great Men. By Samuel Axtrcr Bxmt, 

A.M. Fifth Ed ition. Revised and Enlarged. Cro wn 8vo. clotf) extra, js. 6/1. 

Faraday (M Ic hiiel ) ,~ Works~by^ Post 8vo. cloth extra, 45. 6d. each. 

Vhm Ch«iiil««l History of a Caadio i Lecture* ddivered befora a JmrenOo Audiesce. Editad 
by WiLI.t AM CrookbS, F.CS. With numerous IlhNtratioiH. 

Oa ibo TaHoM Fomm of If aiwo. and ttMir Walaitons to oaoli oihov. EdiMd br 

William Crookr s. F.C.S. With IPu s trations. 

F arrer (J. Anson ) .— War; Three Essays. Crown 8vo, cloth, n. 6i. 
Fenn (Q* Manville), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, «r. 6d. each ; post flvo. tDottrated boards, sr. aach. 
Vko How MiMrOM. I Wtto ooo to tho Pood. [ Tho T tSf LUy. I ThM Wlitto ¥tegia. 

Crown 8vo. cloth, gilt top, 6s. 



New Editions. Crown Svo, cloch, y. 6J. aacb. 



a Wftama WoKk Wlaatag. Kla( 
Carood by a Feitaao. TIm 

Caoo of AUaa Ovaj* 



las of tho CaaUo. 
'^ of tm 



Vhlo Maa*B WUo. 
la " 



TtMStovyofSBtoayOi ,, 
BvoatthoWbooit and Tho 
Ctisploln's Cnao. 
a Wotto p od Dowoooto. _>___________^_______^_______________ 

Feuerheerd (H.).— The Qentleman's Cellar; or. The Butler and 

CeDarman's Guide. Fcap. »ra dotb. w. 



Tho Bodo' IMoJaoaSa f 

ThoDai* Koaoa. 
Tho Man with a Shadow. 



Fin- Bee.— The Cupboard Papers : Observations on the Art of Living 

and Dining. Post 8vo. cloth limp, ar. 6rf. __^>^_____«« 

Firework-Makiiii^, The Complete Art of ; or. The Pyrotechnist's 



Treasury. By THOMAS KENTISH, With 367 Illustrations. Crown tro, cloth, v. 6d. 



First Book, My. By Walter Besant, Jambs Pavn, W. Clark Rus- 
sell, Grant Allen. Hall Caine, George R. smts, rudyard killing, A. Conan Doylb. 
M. n. Braddon. f. W. Robinson, H. Ridur Haggard. R. M- Ballantynb, I. Zancwiu, 

MORLEY RonilKl^. D. CHRISTIE MURRAY, MARY CORRLLl. J. K. JBROMQ, JOHN STRANCB 
Wi.vi'ER, BRET HakTP. ' Q.,' ROBERT BUCHANAN, and R. I.. StkN'ENSON. With a PlcCotory Slo«y 
by JKROME K . JBR OMB . and 185 Illu strations. A New Edition. Sinatt demy t<ro , art liaen, 3*. 6t U 

Fitzsrerald (Percy), Works by. - 

Uttio B«oayB: r.i5<>a(^e-s from the Letters of CHARLES LAMB. Post Sro, cloth, ax. 6tL 
Fatal SOfO. Crown 8vo, doth e>tra. y . td. ; post »vo. i Uustra tad boards, aw* 

Post 8to, illustrated Iwardst sr. each. 
Solla Doaaa. I Tho Lady of Braatoiao. I Tho Soooad Hra. TlUotaoa. 
Folly. I Hovov Fortfottoo. I Bovoaty-Bvo Srooho Btiaot. 



Sl> Hoary Iyvla<: Twentyl Years at the Lyceum. With Portrait. Crowa two, doth, ij. 6d 

Flammarion (Camille), Works by. 

Femilar Aatroaomy t A Ganaial Description of Ibo Heavens. Translated by }, ElXARli Goaa 

T.R.A.S. Widi Tbroa Plates and aSS Illustrations. Medium Bvo, ckyli, lor. 6A 
Pgaaiat A Romanca. With 87 IBusttatioos. Crown tvo. doth extra. ^. 

Fletcher's (Giles, B.D.) Complete Poems : Christ's Victorie In 

Heaven. Christ's Victoria on Earth, Christ's Ttmmph o^-er Death, and Minor BocnuL Hinth Koloabr 
Rmr. A. P. Grosart . P.p . Crown 8vo. cloth boards y. 6et. 

Fonblanque (Albany) .—JFil thy Lucre. Post Svo, iUust. boards, at. 



CliAtfO A WiNDUS, JHiMigWi, in St. Martt>*i IjuU, i mi M. W.C. 9 
Forbes (Archllwld).— The Life of Napoleon III. With Photo^ 

giayure Ptmidipif lid Tbiity»h fuM»p«ge IBugtratlont. Cfheaper Imu^. l>einy 8<ro. cio«h« 6f. 

Powler (J. Kersley).— Records of Old Times ICfstorical. Social, 

FpHticd. 8portiar. »atl AgrtculMfL WHh Eight futpage IBustwtiops. Demy ero. ckuh. u»s. &<■ 

Prancllloii (R. E.)* Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, ys. 6d. each ; post Svo, lOustrated boards,^, eftch. 

Oa« fey Ob«. I A SMd On««B* I A Dotf And his Shadow. 

■•p— of Sauid. IDustrBted ,.^^.^....^._______ 

Poet 8vo, illustrated boanK sr. each. 
Ott«*B CoFhotaft. I OlynnpU. I ■omiio— of tho Law. | MlaiorKaAVOf 



jMk Doylo'B P aa <htOF. Crown 8vo, cl ot h, y.M. ____.«__^— . 

Pk-ederlc (Harold), Novels by* Po8t8vo, cloth extra, 35. 6d. each; 

illustrated boards, er. each. 

■«U*s SgothoTa Wifo. , ?_Tho Lawton Olrl. ^ 

French Literature. A History of. By Henry Van Laun. Three 

Vols., demy 8?o» cloth boardi, 7* . 6<#.^ach. 

Fly's (Herbert) Royal Guide to the London Charities. Edited 

hjf John LaWB. PubKahed A nnual ly. Crown avo. cloth, tr. td, __^___ 

Qardenins: Books* Post 8vo. ii. each ; cloth limp. is» 6d, each. 

JL Toa»*o Work la Oavdaa aad OMaahovaa. By Georgb GLENirr*. 

Hoaaahoid Hogtlaaltaia. By Tom and Jane Jerrold. illustrated. 

Vha Oavdaa that FaM tha Baat. By Tou Jerkolo. ^ '^ 



Qardner (Mrs. Alan).— Rifle and Spear with the Rajpoots: Being 

tho Narratiee of a Winter's Travel and Sport in Northern India. With numerous llhiatratlons by the 
Author and P. H. TownSEWP. Demy 410. half-bound, tit. 

aarrett(Bdward).— The Capel Girls: A Novel. Pbst 8vo, illustrated 

boards, ar. 

Qaulot (Paul).— The Red SMrts: A Tale of *<Tbe Terror." Trans* 

lated by John PB Villibrs. With a Frontispiece by Stawlhv W o oo. C row n 8yo, cl oth, y. ft/. 

Qentleman's Manzlne, The. is. Monthly. Contains Stories, 

Articles upon Liieratme, Sdence. Bioeraphy, and Ait. and *Tabla Talk* by SVLVANUS URIIA.W. 
»^* BMiMd yehtmts/tr rece n t ytmrt ktft in tf ek, 8/ . 6</. tmck. Casts f&r HHtHnf, at. Mch. _ 

Gentleman's Annual, The. Published Annually in November, is. 
German Popular Stories. Collected by the Brothers Grimm and 

Transfaitcd by Edcar TavIX>R. With Introduction by ToilN RUSKIN, aad m Steel PtaHet vfter 
GEORGB CRUIKSHANK. Square 8vo, dotii, 6r. id. ; pit edKcs, 7J. bJ. 



Gibbon (Chas.), Novels by. Cr. Svo.cl., 35. td, ea.; po.st 8vo. bds., 2s, ea. 

BoMaOray. Wkh Frontisptece. I Sowtag a Draam. | Vba Bnaa Of Tanaw. 

Tha OaldSa Bhafl. With Fro nthplecfc t Of Hljli D a<jaa. 

POtt 8vo, illostrated tMOrds, er. each. 

Ir MMd aad Si 



gha Floarav af tlia 

Tha Daad Haavi* 

Vor Laak of Oold. 

Vhat WUI tha World Sajr? 

Fog tha Kla<. 



A Hard 

Qaaaa of tha Staadow. 
IB Faataraa Orooa. 
la Eiova aad War. 
A Haavt's Problam. 



la HoBoap Boaad. 
Haart'a Dalldht. 
Blood-Moaoy. 



Gibney (5omerville). —Sentenced I C rown 8vo, ^ot h, t5. 6d. 
Gilbert (W. S.), Original Plays by. In Three Series, as. 6tf. eachT 

The First series cootahs : The Wicked worid->Pypnalion and Galate»-Charity~ Tbe Prtacrn— 

The Palace of Truth— Trial by J ury. 
The SftOOND SERIES : Broken Hearts— Eae«<red—Swi>ctheart«-Gretchen--Iltn1 Druce-Tbm Cobb 

— H.M.S. • Pinafore'— The Sorcerer— The Pirates of Pensince. 
The Third Swibs j Conedy and Tragvdjr— Foeseity's Fairy— Rotencnmtz and Caildensfcm - 

Patience— Princaaa Id»~The Mikado— Kuddigore— The Yeomen of Hm Guard— Tlie Gondoliers— 

The Mounteboaks— Utopia. _________^___ 

Bidht Orldiaal Cooilo Opavaa written by W. S. Gilbert. In Two Series. Dk -ly 8ro. doth. 

ar. 6d. each. The FIRST cootnlnlnsr : The Sorcerer— H. M.S. * Pinafore '—The Pirates of Penancv^Z 

lotanthe— PMlenofr-PrtacMB Idn-The MScado-Trial by Jury. "-^sw- 

The Second Sbribs contaiaiaff: ThoGondoHetv— The Grand Duk»-Th« Yeoaen of the Goad— 

His ExccSeacy- Utopia. Uadted— Rnddi|p>re— The Mountebank*— Haste to the Weddinc 
<|M eUhavt and SallSTaB Bmh day Bookl Quotations for Every Duy hi the Yean whcted 

from Plays by W. S. GILBERT set to Musk tqr Sir A. SULUVAK. ConpUed by ALCX. Watson. 

Royal i«ino, JapaaoM leather, v.6d. 



\ V 



\ 



Qilbart (Willian^, Novels by. Post 8vo. illastnted bdt.. 25. each. * 

5v.AMllB*««MMft. j aamM Dote. CoMwMoaiMw 

Th# WUajd 9t t hM MoaaU tlji* _ _ I ^ 

QlMinz (Algemoo).— A 5ecret of the North Sea. Crown Svo^ 

cloth. Jk top, ttl. _^ .^ 

QlanviUe (Enirst), Novels by. 

Crown 8to, cloth extra, y. 6d. each ; pn^ 8vo, i]lu«tmted lw»afik, 7.r mcti. 

^HM'lfOCC HotVMW I A Tale of X^ore, Battte. and Adventure. With Two lUuMraiions l>y H. NKln?T. 
Tbm VoaalOk«r l A Romance of Miahonaland. Wkh Two UustratloDs l>y lllMiF Xi.'fHF.I'. 
A WwJw Cffilffliirt. With a Frontispiece hj Sta-KLKY Wtxjp. 



With a Fnmtkpiece by Sia^nli. Y Wood. Craw n f\ « dMh eaitfX 3f. 6«r. 
Kloof Tarns. Crown flvo, cloth. IX. &/. 
T>lo« f>Om IhO Yol4. Wtih Twelve Illosration* by M. NlSBBI . Crown Svo. cloth. 3<. 6d^ 



Qlenny (Qeorge).— A Year's Work In Osi^tfen sad OreeiihaMsefc 

Practical Advice a4 to the Management of the Flower. Fru it, and Frame Garden. P ost Bvo, (x. ; doth, sc.6i/. 

Qodwin (Wllllain).— Lives of the Necromancers. Post Svo, cl.,- as. 
Golden Treasury of Thous:ht, The: A Dictiooary o£ Quotations 

from the Beat A uthors. B y THEODOKg TAYLOR . Crown 8vo. doth, y . 6t(, J 

Ooodm an (E. J. ).— The Fate of Herbert Wayne. Cr. 8v o, yj6d. 
Qreeics and Romans, The Life of the, described from Anl^ll^ 

Monuments. By ERMST Guhl and W. Koaiiia. litlitvct bp Or. K UvnffHM.t With 54j.11lastra. 
tions. L arge crown 8v o. cloth eatra, 7J. 61^^^ tit^^ 

Qrevllle (Henry), Novels by. 

_ Po« 8VO, ilTiMtraled boards, ax. each. 
■fkMMV. TnMlaied bp Cliza E. CHAS& 
A l iobl o Womaa. Translated by Albrkt D . Vamda m. • _ 

Qrey (Sir Qeorge),— The Romance of a Proconsul: Being the 

PerMnal Life and Memotn of Sir CsoitCE G«iBV> KiC.B. Bf JAUBS MHJIE, -With Portrait. SF.rONO 
Kdi ti on. Crown 8vo, buckram. 6r. 

Qrlfflth (Cecin.— Corlntliia Maradott : A Novel Cr«wa 8vo, oloth 

extra . y.6a. ; port iv o, tJtustra te d boaid«. a>.  • 

Qrundy' (Sydney). —The Days of. bis Vanity: A Paaa^^ in tli« 

L ife of a Young Man. Crown 8vo^ c^b extra, jx. 6d. ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, bx. 

Qunter (A. Clavering, Author of 'Mr. Barnes of" New YorlT)^^ 
__A Plovlda Snchantmoat. Crown Byo, doth, y. 6d. ^ ^ 

Habbertoii (John, Author of * Helen's Babies '), Novels by. 

Post tro, ilhntnited boaida, «x. cadi : doch tap. at. tii. Mch. 
I BajTou. \ Cotmtgy Lack. 



Hair, The : Its Treatment in Health, Weakness, and Disease, Trans* 

Kited from the German of Dr. J. PiNC liS. Crown 8vo, xs. ; doth, u. <>d. 

Hake (Dr. Thomas Qordon), Poems by^ Cr. 8vo , cl. ei, 6j, eaih. 

Maw Symbol*. 1 fcagaado of th a MoiPgo w. J Tha Itofpawi^ Play. 
^Haldaa BeataaF* Small 4to, doth eittra.8x. 

Halifax (C.).— Dr. Rumsey's Patient. By Mrs^ U T. ^fvADB and 

Cliffor d Ha ltfax . M.P. Crown 8ro. doth, y. 6<f. _ 

Haii (Mrs. S- C.).— Sketches of Irish Character. With numerous 

Illustrntions on Steel and Wood by MaCLISE. GtLBBRT. HAltX'BY. and GBORCB CftUlKSHAlfIC 

Small demy 8vo, cloth extra. 7^- 6^« _ ^ 

Hall (Owen), Novels by^ Crown 8vo. oloth, 35. 6rf. each, 

THa Tvaak of a Storm. [ Jataam.^ 

■ovaka*^ ^^*5 *»et clo th, ni h top. 6x. _ ._ ' 

Halllday (Andrew).— Every-day Papers. Post 8vo^ boards. 21. 



Hamilton (Cosmo).— Stories by. Crown 8vo, doth giU. 31. 6<2. each. 

_Tba Olamoav of tha ImpoMlbla^ l Th ro agb a Kayholo. ^ 

handwriting:, The Philosophy of. With over lop Facsimiles and 

Ex plann t ory Tirext.__By_r>ON I^F.Lix DE Sala man ca. Post 8»e. d oth llinp. tft. grfl - 

Hanky-panky : Easy and DiHicult Tricks, White Magic, Slefght of 

Han^ *c, Hdtted by W.H, CRF Ml»«. With ano ITlBatr ation t. Crown 8»o, dcjth WW. *r. Wj^ 

Hardy~(Tlibmas).— Under "the Greenwood Tree. Post 8vo, ck>th 

•stra, jr. U. ; iUutttated board*, ax. : doth limp^ ««. ^U • 



CtiATTO A WINDUS> Publtoherg, in St. MUfthl'a Luna. Lwidoit, W.C. it 
Harte's (Bret) Collected Works. Revised by the Author. LIBHARV 

EDITION, In TM Volunss. crown 8to. cloth extra, 6t. each. 
Vol. I. COMPLETQ FOBTIGAL A^D DRAMATIC WORK^. Wkb BteeKplUa Poitiaif. 
II. THE Luck op Roaring Camp— BohemiaK Papers— Americak Lbcsno. 
M III. Talbs of the Argonauts— Eastern sketches. 

,. IV. GAbRIBL CONROY. I Vol. V. STORiaS->CONDB«SfiD NOVELS, &C. 

,. vr. Tales of the Pacific slope. 

M vti. Tales of the pacific Slops— IL With Portrait by John Fbttie. R.A. 
„ vni. Tales of thp. Pine and the Cypress. 
„ IX. buckeye and Chapparbl. 
X. Talbs oi^ txail and towk, A<L 

BVttt Harte** OholOA Works, in Prose and Voruu 'With Portrah of the Author and 4a TV 

trations. Crown 8vo, cloth, y. 6d, 
BvttC liart«*B Po«tl«MM Works* Printed on hand-nada paper. Crown flro, -buckram. 41. 6 /. 
Bomo Xii^tsr VorssS* Crown 8vo, Unen gilt, y. 

■H I  . t I 

Crown 8ro, cloth extra, y. M. each ; post 8vo, picture boards, sx. each. 

A Waif of iho PIsliM. With 60 llustraiioos by STANLEY L. Wood. 

A Ward ol ths QOMaa Qate. Wkh 59 Ittastratlons by Stanlkv L. Wood. - 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, v. 6^. each. 
A Barahe or Orosn BjirlBls, &c. _witli Two IBnftreUons by_»UUB NlSBBT. 



Colons! Btarbottls's ClISBt, and Soma OthaK Paopla. With a FfOBtiapieceu 

■asy t A Novel. With Frontispiece and Vi|niette by J. A. CHRISTIE. 

■ally Dows, &c. With 47 IllustratioQC byw. D. Almond and ethers. 

A Protogso of Jaok HamUa's. Arc, with 36 mitfltrations Iw W. 5»i all and others. 



■asy i_A Novel. With Frontispiece and yi|mettj by J. A. CHRISTIE. 

'With w niustmioM by ^UfiLBYirA RUV aitcfotlinrs. 
CJaraasa 1 A Stuy.of Die Aaiencui War. WUh Eurht lUustratiuna by A.JULB COOOMAN. 



y.of Die Aaiencui War. With Eurht lUustratiuna by A. JULB COOi 

Barksr*a Luck, Sic. Wuh 39 Hlustrations by A. FOfcasTiBR. PAUL HaRdV. &c. 
I>S¥ll*s Ford, Arc. With a Fr o m i ip io c e by W. H. OVBRBND. 



Tlia Cntsada of tka '^BxoalakMr**' with a F^mikpleer tnr I. bsrkaro ^AimtrDGiq . 
Thrsa Partaars t or, The hig Strike on Heavy Tree HiU. With 8 mustrattons by /. GULi^Cil, 
Taiss of Trall.and Towa« WiUi Frontis piccebyG. P. J acomb- Hood. 

Pott ihro, illiutxated boards, at. each. , 
An Rsirsss of Had Dof, &c. I Ths Look of Reariatf Oarnp. Sec 

eaUJornlaa BtoHsa. 

Post 8ro, IHustrnted boards, v. eadh ; doth, ax. &f. each.. , 

Flly. 1 Maw^a. . | A Phyifia of ths BrtHPaa. 

Hawels (Mrs. H. R.), Boolcs by. 

Ths Art df Bsanty. With Coloured Front^lece and 91 IQustntfons. Square Sve, doHi bdc. &r. 
Vha Art of DsooratlOB. WithColearedFrontiapioceand74 lUustrations. Sq. 8vo, doth bcls.. 6j. 
Tha Art of Drsas. Wkh 93 lUustrations. Post Svo, ts. : doth. ts. 6A 
Chaaosr for Schools, with the Stoqr of hie Tm« and his Work. A New ITdltion, revised. 

With a Frontispiece. Demy 8ro, cloth, as.6d. 
Ohaaosr for Ohlidraa. With 38 Ilitntrations (8 Gotonied). <:rown 4to, doth extra, y. 6d. 

—  — ■»^|' »■■ ii.^ . -*i —  .1  ^■■■^■■ —M^pi   — I— — *—  ■-■■■ ■■■-■■■ — »-  

Hawels (Rev« H. R., M.A.).— Ameripan/Humorlsts: Washington 

IRVING. t>LIVER WENDELL HOLlfBS, jAMBS RU3SEI.t LOWELL. ARTBMUS WARD. MARK 
Twain, and Bret Harth. Crown 8iro, cloth, 6r, ; 

Hawthorne (Julian), Novels by. 

Crown 8ro, doth extra, y. 6iL each ; post Svo, iHustrated boards. a«. ca4h« 
Oarth. I Blllcs QaantlB. j ^slrUBaaddlpli, With Four niasts. 

ffi&SShiPi #S£rT Dost. Fourniusts. I m^ 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, ex. each. 
Miss Cado^a. I y'^Iiowa— or a liaaia. ^ ^ 

Heckethorn <C. W«)»— London Souvenirs. (Notes of a London 

Antiquary.) Crown 8vo, doth, glh top, 6x. I 

Helps (Sir Arthur)* Books by* Pest 8vo, doth limp, 2s. 6d, each. 

Animals and thslr Mastsrs. | Boolal 



da Blraa > A N ov el Cf own Svok doth extwi «r. M,Tp<>st Svo, Olustrnted boards, ax. 

Hen derson (Isaac). — Agatha Page: A NovaL Cr.8vo.cl., 3?. CJ . 
Henty (Q. A.), Novels by. ^"^ ' ^ 

Rujab. tha Jattlar. With Eiffht IUustrati<As by S 
EDIT ION, smaBdeiuy Svu, dotli^ gilt edyes. y. j. postSvo. 



STASTLEV* 1-. Wood. Preslniation 
illustrated boards, it. 



CrdwA 8to, Uotiv 3X. 6d. each. 
Tha Qnaan's Cap. ^ ^j Borothy's Doahls. 

Colons! Thomdyks's Bscrst. Crown 8vo. doth, gilt top, 6x.; PRBSBNTATtON Editio.'4, with 
_ a hroDttsptece by STANLEY L. Wooo. small denqr tro. pfoth, gUt edges, jt. 

Herman (Hent*y),— A Leading Lady. Post 8 v o7bdtf., 25 . ; cl. , 25. &f. 
Herrick's (Robert^ HespsBridesv Nobie Numbers,' and Complete 

Bollsetsd Poams. Wnh Memoriallntroduction and Notes by the Rer. A. B. Grosari, D.U.. 
Sipej f qrtr*|t, Ac, Three Vols, crown 8vo, cloth boards, y, «rf, each. 



l» CHATTO A WINPUS, PwblUhfs. m St. JVUrtin'* Uui<. Loadog. W.C 
Hertska (Dr. Theodor).— Preoiand: A Social Anticipation. Trans- 

Ifd hy ARTHUR RaXSOM. Crown 9vo. ctcKh extra. 6x. 

He«e»Warten (Chevalier Ernst von).— Tunis: Tbe Land and 

tha ?io|il». Whh aa llliistyationa. Crown gyo. cloth e«tra. y. <rf. 

Hill (Headon).— Zambra the Detective. Crown 8vo, cloth. 3s. 6<f. ; 

pott trttt pictef bo«rd». a*. ; ctoth, ai> 6<<. 



Hill (John), Works by. 

Twmmom'WmUmy, Post Svo, boai 



Felony. Post 8to, boarrfg. «. [ , TlM C— tmon Anc— tor. Cr. 8to. cloth, y. <rf. 

H oey (Mrs. Cashei).— The Lover's Creed. Post 8vo. boards, 2<, 
Holiday, Where to so for a. By £. P. Sholl, Sir H. Maxwell, 

Ban., M.P., John Watson, Jank Barlow, Mary Lovktt Camkmon. Justim H. McCaxthv. 
Paul Lanck. J. W.Ckaham, j. H. Salter, phcebe allen, s. J. Beckett. L. Rivers Vikk. 
and C. I-. Gordon Ct' MM INC. Cmwn 8to, ckieh. tr. drf. 

Holllnrshead (John).— According to My Lights. V/ith a Portrait. 

Crown tro, cloth, gilt top, 6*. 

Holmes (Oordon, M.D.)— The Science of Voice Production and 

Vol«« Fl— HaUO. Crown Svo, ts. ; doth, v. 6</. 



Holmes (Oliver Wendell), Works by. 

TlMa«to«rMofilMar«iakfkA->Tmkto. lUiotrated by J. Gordon Tiiomsos*. FaMftm,(4oth 

tiiBp, ar. 6A— Another Editioa, post Sn». doth. ax. 
Th« aato«nrt of thm BMakAurt-TAbl* and TIm PmImmt ai tfa* BMaklkat-TftUtt. 

In One VoL Foat tvo, half-bouml, sx. 

- . .■ -  -•"_  I  ■■■» 

Hood's (Thomas) Choice Works in Prose and Verte. With Life of 

th« Author. Portrait, and aoo lOustrations. Crown 8ro, cloth, y. 6tl. 
H »od*« Whims mn4 04Ml tt— . With 85 Uuatnitions. Post 8yo. half-boond. «r. 

Hook's (Theodore) Choice Humorous Works; including his Ludi- 

croof Adventures, Bona Mots. Puns, and Hoaxoa. With Ufa of the Author. Portraits. Facsimiles and 
I Uust ration s. C rown Svo, d oth c xtia. ys. 6./. 

Hooper (Mrs. OeoT),— The House of Rab y. Post 8vo. boards^ as, 
Hopkins (Tis:he), Novels by. Crown Svo, cloth. 6s. each. 

M«U BaSMidMU with 8 awt ratinnsby C. CRBCORV. | Tor Fr— JQIB. 

- Crown Svo. doth. y. 6tL each. 
TwlMl IaOW« RAd Dotj. With a FronUapiece. 1 TIm iBoraaplttte JMlr«BtmtMi. 

Thtt MaSttBts or CanioMiiuu 



Home (R. Hengist). — Orion: An Epic Poem. With Photograph 

Portrait by SUMMI-RS. Tenth Edition. _ Crown g\o. cloth extra, yj. 

Hus:o (Victor).— The Outlaw of Iceland (Han d'lslande). Trans. 

lated by Sir GI LBERT Campuhl l. Crown Bvo. c l oth, y . 6A 

Hume (l^erg us ).— The Lady from Nowhere# Crown 8vo. cloth, y.6d . 
Hungerford (Mrs., Author of • Molly Bawn *), Novels by. ' 

Poxt Svo. lUuttratcd boaida. ar. each : doth Uarm. at. 6et. each. 
a Vmldta au Forlora. I la DnvmiiM YUo. ] An OnMitftfaolMPF I«vw>. 

Crown 8vc, doth extm, y . M. each : poat Sro, illustrated boards, ar. each : doth \\mp, ax. 6d, eack. 
Aprll'a Lady. I Tlia Rad-Hoaaa MFStanr. I Nora Cratoa. 

FataVa Wifa. fiia Tkvaa Ovaoaa. ^ A Vaatal ntn^jH 

Lady Yamar'i Flight. Tba FrofMaor's BxpartaAant. I ~ • 



Crown 8vo, cloth extra, y. 6d. each. 

I AFolat 

Tha Coming of Chloa. | Lo^loa. 



An Analoaa Momant. I A Folat of Conaelaiiot. 



Hunt's (Leigh) Essays : A Tale for a Chimney Comer, &c. Edited 

b y EDMUND OLLIE R. Post 8vo. half bound, ar. 

Hunt (Mrs. Alfred), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo. cloth extra, y. <xl. each ; post Svo, Qlostrated boxrds. u. each. 
Tba Laadan Ca«kat. I B al f-Condam aad. | That Othar Faraoa. 

ThOf nIOroft'R Modal . Pose 8 vo. lxa.i r(Js, gj. | Mra. Jallat. Crown gi'O . cloth extra, y M, 

Hutchison (W. M.).— Hints on Colt -breaking. With~25 lifustra. 

tionSi Crown Bvo, cloth extra, y. &t 

Hydrophobia : An Account of M. Pasteur's System ; The Technique of 

111* Meth od, a nd Statistics. By Rkna ud SUZOR, M. B. C r own Svo . doth extra. 6s. 

Hyne (C. j, Cutciiffe).— Honour pf Thieve^ Cr. 8vo, cloth, 35. W, 
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Impressions (The) of Aureole. Post 8vo, blush-rose paper and 



doch, »r. 6d. 



Indoor Paupers. By One of Them. Crown 8vo, 15. ; cloth, 15. 6d. 



Innkeeper's Handbook (The) and Licensed Victualler's Manual. 

By J. TRRVOR-Davies. A New Edition. Crown 8vo, clotii. as. 

Irish Wit and Humour, Sons:5 of. Collected and Edited by A. 

PERCBVAL Graves, Post 8vo. cloth limp, 9/. id. 

Irving: (Sir Henrjr) : A Record of over Twenty Years at the Lyceum. 

By PERCY Fitzgerald/ With Portrait. Crown 8vo, doth, u. 6rf. 

James (C. T. C). — A Romance of tlie Queen's Hounds. Post 

8iro» doth ttmp, u.6d. ^ ^ 

Jameson (William). —My Dea d Self. Post 8vo, bds..2j. ; cl., 2s. 6d, 
Japp (Alex. H., LUD.).— Dramatic Pictures, Ac. Cr. Svo, cloth, 5s. 
J'V (Harriett), Novels by. Post Svo, illustrated boards. 25. each. 

Tho Part CoU— B. | Tho On— a of QonmMig ht. 

Jefferies (Richard), Books by. Post Svo. cloth limp. 25. 6d. each. 

Matoro naar Iiondon. I Ttaa Ufa of tho VlolAt. I Tha Opan JUr. 

*•* Alio Uie HANIMf AMC Faper EDITION, crown 8ro. budirani. eilt top, 6s. each. 

Vha avlocy Of aiohard Jaftarlaa. By sir Walter Bbsant. With a Photograph Portrait. 
Crown 8vo, doth extra- 6f. 

Jennings (Henry J.)» Works by. 

Coiioaltlaa of OvltlOlOBa. Post 8vo, doth limp, sf. 6(/. 

fcogd Tannyaoa % A BtogiapMcal Sketch. With Portrait. Post 8vo, cloth, is. 6J. 

Jerome (Jerome K.), Books by. 

a»a<alan<l. with 64 lUnstrationi by J. Bernard Partridge, Fcap. 4to. picture cover, is. 
ivhn latfavflaldt &c With 9 Illusts. by A. S. Boyd and John GULICh. Fcap. Bvo, pic. cov. ts.M. 
Tha Fraila'a Frogyaaa » A Comedy by J. K. Jerome and Eden PHiLLrorrs. Cr. Pvo, is. 6J. 



Jerrold (Douglas)*— The Barber's Chair; and The Hedgehog 

Iiaita ra. P ost 8»o, printed on laid paper and half-bouBd. gf . 

Jerrold (Tom), Works by. Post Svo, is. ea. ; cloth limp, is. Od. each^ 

Tha Oardaa thai Paid tha Rant. 
_ Houaahold Hogtlaoltnga i A Co«ip about Flowern. Illustrated. 

Jesse (Bdwaed)«— Scenes and Occupations of a Country Life. 

Post 8yo, cloth l imp, ax. 

Jones (William, P.S.A.), Works by. Cr. Svo, cl. extra, y. 6d. each. 

natfav-aiBtf liOVa 1 Historical. Legendary, and AnecdolaL With Hundreds of Illustratioiu. 

Cjradalltlaa. Viaai aad Praaaat. Indudinsr the Sea and Seamen. Miners. Talismans. Word and 
Letter Divination. Eaerciiing and Blessing of Anfanals. Birds, E«rs, L,ack. ftc Whh Frontispiece. 
Caawna and flomiaUona t A History of Regalia, with 91 liTustratlons. 



Uosephi 



jonson's (Ben) Works. With Notes Critical and Explanatory, and 
• Bioffrapfakal Sfemolr by William Gifford. Edited by Cetonel Cunningham. Three Vols, 
crown Bvo, do th extra, y. 6tl. each. ^..._^__ 

iphus. The Complete Works of. Translated by Whiston. Con. 

talnuHT ' The Antiquities of the lews* and 'The Wars of the Jews.* Whh 5* IRastratioitt and Maps. 
Two v ols., de my Svo, half-b ou nq, laj. 6rf. 

Reiiipt (Robert).— Pencil and Palette: Chapters on Art and Artists. 

Post Svo, cloth limp, a s. 6d. «_ 

Kershaw (Mark). — Colonial Facts and Fictions: Humoroos 

Sketche s. Post 8vo. illastrated boards, aj. ; doth, af. 6<^ 

King (R. Ashe), Novels by. 

Pvst Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each. 
raaHBtf of tha GMan.* I Paaaloa*a Slava. 



A P wf Oaaaa. crown Svo. doth. y. 6/. ; post Svo, illustiated boarda. %s 



Kipling Primer (A). Including Biographical and Critical Chapters^ 

an Index to Mr. Kipling^ principal Writings, and BIbliographiea. By F. L. Knowlbs. Editor of 
• The Golden Trgswyof American Lyrics. With Two Portraats. Crown 8vo. cloth, y. 6rf. 

Knight (Wmiam, M.R.C.S., and Edward. L.R.C.P.). -- The 

P§t|ail$*f Yada 9a9Vm l i|ov to Q«t Most Benefit from Medical Advice. Cr. 8vo, doth, fr. ^ 
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Knights (The) of the Lion : A Romance of the Thirteenth Century. 

Ed ite d, with an Intr ocloctlon. by the M AItQUES S OT LoRWE, X.T. Crarnn 8»a, ctoth crtra, fa . 

Korblenko.— The Blind MuAlciiiflL Translated by S. Stepniax and 

WiLUAM WsmrALU Crown 8yo. cloth. ». _ .... . 

Lamb's (Charles) Complete Worics in Prose and Verse, including 

'Poctrf for Children 'ud * Princ* Doras.' Edited, with Notec add ttttfoductloB. by R. H. SkTEfk 
HERD. With Two Portraits ud Facsimile of the * Euay on Roast Kg.' Ccowtt 8iro, doth. y. td. 

Vhm Baaaya of Ella. Post 8vo, printed on iaid paper aind half-bound, af. 

IitMl« BflMtFS: SIcetches and Characters by CUAitLBS I^UB» aolBCledQwi lua Let|ei« by PeACT 



FlTZCBRALO._Post 8vo, dqth Unap, sjr. &/. 

rlas 



nia Dramatle ■••aya of Charlaa Lamb. With Introdncdoo isd Notes by BitAifDER Mat- 

THEWS, and Steel plate PortraiL Fcap. 8vo. half-boutKl. ag. 6/. 

Lambert (Oeorge).— The President of Boravia* Crown 8vo.cl.^y.6i. 
Landor (Walter Savage).— Citation and Examination of Wllliani 

Shakapeare, &c. b^oie Sir Thomas aucy, touchln? Deerstealintr, 19th Se{)(embcr, 1^ To whKh 
is added. JL ConflavaBoa of Maatar BdaoBd r . . . ~~ . . -, 




■panaar with the Eail or Essex, toochi^s ibe 
Sute of Ireland. 3595. Fcap. 8^0. half-Roaburyh c, as.td. • 

THlffStsTcoimi^ 

translated frotti the Arabic. 

RVIIY. Edited by Eiy^AKD 

S TANLEY PooLR. Witli Preface by Stanlhy Laj<R-I'oolh. Thyee Vols-, dcpy e»o. ciot*i. yi. t>A. e* 

Larwood pacob). Works by. 

aaaodotaa of (ha ClartfF. ''<»tJ^LJ^ paper . Italfboaad , us, 

Fott %vo, cloth liinp, ». 6ii. each. 
Poranalo Aftaodotaa. I Thaatvlaal JUiaodotaa. 



Lehmann (R. C), Works by. Post 8vo, is, each; cloth, is. 6d. each« 

Bmrrw Fladyar at Cambrldtfa. 

CoBvaFaattonal Hinta tog Yoaaj B liaotaga 1 A Guide to Pol ite Talfc. 

Leigh (Henry S.). — Carols of Cockayne. Printed on band-made 

pa per, bo und in buckram, y. 

Leland (C. Godfrey).— A Manual of Mending and Repatrifig, 

With Diagrams. Crown 8yo, cloth. $s. 



Lepelletier (Edmond). — Madame Sa0s*-O^ne* ^Transl«ied from 

tlie Fre nch by JOHN DH VlLH ER S. Post 8vo. cto t h. y. 6ti. ; picture boards, ar. • 

Le ys (John).— The Lindsays; A Romance. Postgvp, illust.bds,,2Ji 
Qiburn (Adam). — A Tragedy in Marble. Crown 8vo, cioth^ 3s. 6<<, 
Lindsay (Harry, Author of • Methodist idylls'), Novels li^ ' 

Crown 8vo, cloth, y. 6*1. each. 
Rboda Sobarta. 
Tha Jacobtta : A Romance of the Conspiracy of ' The Forty.' 

Linton (E. Lynn), Works by. 

An Ootava of Frlaada. Cro wn 8vo. cloth, y. grf. 

Crown Bvo, doth extra, y. ^. each ; post 8vo, iUustrated boar<]<i. v. each. 



Pairiela Kamball. J Iona« 



Undar vbiah Xiord 7' wnh n TVustraHons. 



PaatOB Cataw* MilHonAire and Mifwr. 

Dulcla BvartMi. ( Vl(b a SlUlail nf>cft^ 



J Ii 

Tba Atonamant of Mam Duadaa. 
Tha VdpM Wall Loat. With 12 lUusts. 
Tha Ona Too Many. _ 

Tha Bab al of t ha Pamily. 

Post 8vo, doth liuip, 35. (Mi. each. 
Witch Btorlaa. I Ouraalvaat Essays on Women. 
P iyaah OotlB< I E xtrac ts fro m the Wo rks of Mr s. LYN N LiNT OK. ^ 

Lowe (Charles, M.A.).— Oiir Greatest Living Solcfiers. Wi% 

8 Portr ait s. Crown 8 v O, doth, y. CJ. 

Lucy (Henry W.).— dideon Fleyce: A Novel. Crown 8vo, cloth 

extra, y. M. ; post 8yo. llhistra t ed boards, gj. 

Macaipine (Avery), Novels by. 

Taraaa Itaaoa* Crown 8v o. cloth extra. I J. 

Bro kan W tn^. With six IHnstratto ns by W. T. H FNNH SSV. Crow n Bvo, clo th extra. 6j. 

MacColi (Hugh), Novels by. 

■p. BtPantfair'a Saalad Paekat. Post Pvo, illusirated boards, sx. 
— bltloel 



Bdnov Whltloek. Crown Bvo. doth extra, 6j. 



Macdonell (Agnes).— Quaker Cousins. Po«t 8vo« boards^ u. 



MacOregor (Robert).— Pastimes and Players: Notes oa Popular 

Gam es. P ost 8vo. cloth lim p, ar. M. 

^^S^^y J^^^lf^» LL7d.). — Interludes and Undertones; or, 

Music at Twilight. Crown BTO.cMh extra. 6 r. ir ■»• ▼*' , .| 



c:iA-rro * wiNous. puUbtitn, t 



McCarthy (Justin, '"•P->',J*'2f|Sj;^**''; 




iAadwnaa (Stepben J.) and J. Ausui 

In AMlM I nribc SMriB ct Dm BiMlh Fbc. ^I< 

Macllse Portrait Qallery {the) of llli 



istu» O'Shea.— Brave Men 
t <Mlenr (llie) of Illustrious Literary (Ifliaraif- 

M VwtnUa by DunL HACLISI; oitk M«iDln-Bk««(«luI. Critical. nilJInei^pl^Kji, 



Macqnoid (Mrs.), Works by. Square 8»o. cloth extra, fit. each. 

?hm^ B JitUL"/' Wirt","] %i?™7™V'i^.\"»i>c'Di?oiS ■«> u^'*' 

Maziclao's Own Book, The : Performances with Eegs, Hata, 4c. 
MajCic Lantern, The, and its ManaKement ; Including full. Practical 
ntaena Charta: An Exact Facsimile of the OrigiDal in the British 
HaHory (Sir Thonias). — Mort d'Arthnr: the"Sioties of King 



i6 CNAfrO A I^IHdUS, P ^ miak w H , ill M. HtufMt IflUM, U< ^ « ^ W.e. 



Mallock (W. H.), Works by. 

«M 1I«W 9«pabllo. F0ttt»o.deth.3r.«A:plctiirabeanb.w. 

Vte MttW FmI aaA ¥it<lBl a i ro ri iU lw n on — Id— d. F o<t ew. doth. w. AC 

VMBMi StnaB 4tOf tMurchnmitt Br. 

I» m« Woitii liiwtetf t Crown 8ro. doth txtn^ 6s. 



Mar^eritte (Paul and Victor).— The Disaster. Translated by 

PRBDBKIC LeBS. Crown 8to. doth, y. <rf. 

Marlowe's Works. loclnding his Translations. Edited, with Notes 

an d lottodncttoni. by Colond CUWWIWGHAM. Crown i»o, doth tattn, y. 6/L 

Massinser's Plays. From the Text of William Giftoro. Edited 

by CoL CUNWINCHAM. Crown ftro, doth —tin, y. <^ 

Mathains (Walter, F.R.Q.S.). — Comrades All^ Fcp. 8vo, cloth 

Mmp, IX. ; doth gflt, «y. ' -, 

MaUhews (Brander).— A Secret of the Sea, &c. Post 8vo, illus- 

tni tod b oar di. vs. ; dot h limp. 9S.6sl. I 

Meade (L T.J, Novels by. . «_ _. , , 

A SirttWr of FovftWM. Crown 8 vo. doth, yt. id.: ptwt 8to. IBiistrated boards, v. 

Crown ^vo, doth, y. 6tt. each. 

TIM Voles ot thm Okavmov. With 8 iihMtntions. 

In an Iron QHa. I Ob th« Brink of a Chaani. t A Soa ofUhaukoL 

Tbo Si>«n. Tho Way of a Woman. J 

I>r« BvmSOy*S Pattent. By L. T^MR adh an d CUFFOR D HAUVJkX, M.D. 

An Aavontarooa. Crown 8vo, doth. gUt top. 6t. 



Merrick (Leonard], Novels by. 

Tho Han who was Good* Poet 8to, pict ure b oards m. 

Crown^Svo, doth. y. 6rf. eadi. , . , 

Vhia BtaSa of goolg. l Cyntaiai A Danghter of thg Philistines. 

Mexican Mustang (On a), through Texas to the Rio Grande. By 

A. E. SWHRT and J. Armoy KwoX. Whh 065 llhia t ratioBS. Cr own 8vo, c toth oatm . 7*. 60. 

Mlddlemass (Jean), Novels by. Post 8vo. iilust. boards, aj. each. 

Tonoh and 0«» I ■»• Dortlllon. _ . 



Miller (Mrs. P. Pen wick).— Physiolosy for the Young; or. The 

Home of Life. With n u merous lUigtraticws. Po st 8vo. do th lim p, aj. 6d. . 

Milton (J. L.), Works by. Post 8vo.' is. each ; cloth, is. 6d, each. 

Tho HytftOBO of tho Bhln. With Directions for Diet. Soaps, Baths, Winea^ &c 

Tho Bath la Dlaoaaos of tho Skin. 

Tho Laws of lAt; and tholr BolaUon to DiMaaos of tho Skln^ ; 



Minto (Wni.) .~Wa5 S he Good or Bad? Cr. 8vo, is.\ cloth, is. 6d. 

h extra, y. 6rf. < 

STANLSr X«. wooix 



Mitford (Bertram), Novels by. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, y. erf. each. 

Tho Oan-Sannor t A Romance of Zululand. With a Frootispiece by STANLBY X«. Wooix 

Tho Lnok of Oorard BIdtfoloy. With a Frontispiece by Stanlkv L. Wood. 

Tho Klnr> Aoo^aL Wkh Six fkill>pasn UhistrtitioM by Stamlry L. Wood. 

B oBRhaw F^*»«*»<*R Ono«t« With aFroatlspiece by STAwmy I^ Wood. 

Molesworth (Mrs.).— Hathercourt Rectory. Post 8vo, illnstrated 

boards, as. » . » 

Moncrieff (W. D. Scott-).— The Abdication: An Historical DcamaT 

With Seven Etchings by JOHN Prttib. W. Q. Or'chaRDSON. J. MacWhirTRM. Coun UUNTF.R, 
R. MACBHTH and TOM Graham. Impertal 4to, buckram, atx. 

Montagu (Irving).— Things i Have Seen in War. With z6 full. 

paffe IlMStiations. Crown 8»o. doth, ts. • 



Moore (Thoifias), Works by. 

Tho Bplonroan ; and Alolphvon. Posi 



ost 8to, hatf-bound. as. *^ 

and Voroo; faidudinsr Suppressed Pasufies from ttie MBMOtRS OP LORD BvRON. Evltted 
by R. R SHHPHBRP. With Portrait. Crown 8to. cloth extra, 7X. bd. 



Morrow (W. C.).— Bohemian Paris of To-Day. With io6 IHnstra- 

tions by EDOUARD CuCUEL. Sma ll de my 8vo. doth, gilt top, ts. 



Muddock (J. E.) Stories by. 

Crown Svo. doth extra, y. 6d. eaclt. 
Maid MaHan and Bohln Hood. With la lllustratraiis by staklbV Wo4IIX 
Baallo tho Jostov. Wtih Frontispiece by Stanlry Wood. 
young Iioohlnvav. I Tho Oo ldon Idol. 

Post Svo. iOustrtted boards, as. each. 

Tbo Doad Han'R SooMt. I Fvoni mo Boocmb of tho Docp, 

BtoRlOR Wolrd and WondorfnL Post 8vo. illustrated boards, u. ; clotb, us. td. 



CHATTO k WiNDtll PuhM^H, tli 9t Miiftiii*< Uii#, Uikl^. W.g. t» 



Murray (D. Christie), Novels by^ ^^^^u^^„^ 






Old BlavAVs H«po. Tun«'s Ravsngas. 

Bjr th* Omta of the Ma. I In Dlren Peril. 



A Btt «f Human llatnrt. «<5?»* *>•■?&'';,- 
~Way of «1M Worid. Flnt Poraon Blntfular. I A Capful o*^ Nails. 
Vb« WnM'f mt a llovstM i An Expcnment in Autobiqgrapiiy. With a Collotyp* foiUdit. Cr. 

^^n SmpmriM la Flt km. Cmrni 8w>. budcnmi. y . <h^ 

Crown 9ro, clotlt, 3f.-6rfl eacb". 
ttla World* 
Taioo aProoo and VMM. Wltk Frontispleca I7 Arthur Hopkins. 

A Baoo for MUllono. : , 



Murray (D. Christie) and Henry Herman, Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, y. 6J, each ; post 8vo. iUustrated boanls, ar. each. 
Ono TvaTOllor Botnma. I Tho Bishops* BIblo. 

}S& JOTS's Ailasr &cr with inasttations by A. F0R8STIER and C . NiCOLET^ 

Murray~(Heiiry), Novels by. . ^. ^, ,, 

'' ^ poatSMk,iduttiBtadboan)a9«>«Mh: cloth, af. &/. each. 
A ^«««^ of BlnlT ; A Bong of Blxponco* 



Newbolt (Henry)."-Taken from the Enemy. Fcp. 8vo, cloth, 15. 6d . 
NIsbet (Hume), Books by. ^^^^ , 

• »««! Un.* Crown 8vo. doth extra, y. 6d, ; peat 8*0, Blosfrated boards, ts. 
]>r. Bornavd Bt. Vlnoont. Post 8to . illustrat ed board s, ar. 

In Art> With ai Ulustrariens. CrownVTO, cloth extra, «. 6«/. 



Norrls (W. E.)t Novels by. Crown 8vo, cloth, ys. U. each ; post 8vo, 

^ctiire boards, ar. each. 

BliS^£SSrSr. Widi a Frootfapiece b y F. H. TOWMSBitD* 
Mtes Wont^of Ui*s Idoi^ Caown ftrot cloth, y. 6d. 



O'Hanlon (Alice), Novels by. Post 8vo, illastrated boards. 25. each. 

TBo Pnforos— n. | ChanooT or Faf? 

Ohnet (Qeorsres), Novels by* Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 25. each. 

Dootor Bamoao. I * !<—* I jO^o. 

A Wolrd Olft. Crown 8v cloth, y. td. : post 8vo. picture boards, ar. 
Love's PoptfiS«_ Translated by F. Rothwh ll. Crown Bro, cloth, y. flrf. 



Ollphant (Mrs.), Novels by. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each. 

Tho Prlmroso Path. _ ^ 1 WhItoladSoo. 
Tho Ovoatost HoImss In Bng land . 

Tho Boi'OO goos« Crown 8»o, cloth, y. 6J. ___-^.,>____ 

O'Reilly (Mrs.).— P h cebe's Fortunes. Post 8vo, illust. boards, is. 
O'Shaughnessy (Arthur), Poems by : 

Foap. 8«o, doth extra, fi. M. each. 
■uslo and Moonlight. | Bong s of a Workotfw 

Lay of PWMS0O» Crown 8to. cloth extra, lor. 6rf. 



Oulda« Novels by. Cr. 8vo. cl., 35. 6d. ea.; post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s. ea 

Hold la Boadaio. B Dog of naadovs. In Mavomma. J Wanda. 

Trleotvln. Paooavol. | BIgna. BlmM. | Bsnplln. 

■ftvKihmoM. I Chandos. Two Woodon Shoos. Prosooos. Oihmar. 



Btraihmoro. I Chandos. 
Coell Gastlomalno's Bags 
Undsr Two Plods. 
Pndi7 I Idalla. 
PoUo-VaMno. 



hmar. 
Prineoss Mapraxlne. 
Oalldoroy. i BaAao. 
Two OflOndors. 



Two Woodon Shoos. 
In a Winter Cttv. ^ ^^ 
Arlodno. I Priondshlp. 
A VUlago Conunnno. 
Mo ths. ; PIptstroll o. 
POPULAR Editions. Medhim Svo, 6d. each"; doth, M. each. 
Uador »wo Flags. | M oths. 

Vlsdon, Wit, and Patho«*sriected from the Works of OUIda by F. Sydney Mokris. Pos 
8V0. doth extra. y.—CHEAP EDITION, ilhistrated boards, as. ^__ 

Page (H. A.).— Thoreau: His Life and Aims. With Portrait. Post 

8vo. doth, a*. 6rf. __^.^_ 

«MMM^aBV^^B^^haB*MB«B^^M^-.>H-«B^OTB^^^^B^B^iMMMHiM.^HH« ■iM^.^BM^^i^*^^^^^^^^^^"^^^"^^^^"^^^^"^^"^— ^^^■^■'^^^■^^^^^■■^•^^^"^^^^"^^^^"-"■^■'■•™~^^^~ ^"^ 

Pandurans: Hari ; or. Memoirs of a Hindoo. With Preface by Sir 

Bartlb Frbre. Po«t 8vo. ilhistrated boards, ar. 

Pascal's Provincial Letters. A New Translation, with Historical 

Introduction and Notes by T. M'CRIB, D.P. Post 8to. half-cloth, ar. 

Paul (Malrgaret A.).— Qentle and Simple. Crown 8vo, cloth, with 

Frontispiece by HBLRN Paterson, y. 6^ ; post 8vo, Illustrated boards, ar. 



i» CHATTO A WIN P US, PmbiUk^M, m fit, Mftto's Uma^ Uad— . W,C . 
Payn (James), Novels by. 

Crown 9ro. cloth estn, jr. M. each ; poM Sro, illoslfBMAlMMrdi, sa 
Lost Wr Maastngbard. 



WaltaT'a Vord. I A CSomtjrFamir. 
Fvoxjr. I Fo* Caali ObIf* 



Bj Pvoxy. 
inigli Bplritc 



KooC 
A OaaSatttttal JUOrt. Wkh n Tlhists. 



A Grapa from a Vliom, 'Wftit xz lUost*. 

HoI14M.Ta8ka. 

Tlia ^Mbt of Cba Tq ww._W ith xs IHicks. 

'BVlaSB* 

VUI. 

1 A 



nia Hnlary of lUi 



Poctaro IUii*iat«d 




tttMira Tatov. 

A Pavfaot VMaaw 

Uka Fathar. Uka Bon. 

A Woman** V4 _ 

Carlyoa*a Yaar. t $Mfi**TrFat. 



la of ClFB^ 



V^wUI Daad. I Owandollna's Hi 
Mirk Abbay. A I 
lama FvtwateVtow: 
la CaBon*a Ward. 



Mot Wooad, Bat Won. 
» MvidMd poaada . 
Bans of Huabaada. 




Fallaa Vartonaa.) WUti A 

Olov-wonn 

A Frinoa oC tba 



Whai Ha Go«i Mtm. 



Tha ClFfliarda of CljrBb. 

A Hodara DIak Wtattttntftott | or, A Patiaa of IjUtma. TR^tha FMtrait of the Author. Cro«« 

8to, cloth, V. 6A 
la Farll and PrlratloB. 'Whh t? nustratloiis. Crown tn, doth, v. M. 
MotOfi from tha « Mava.* Crown tro^ dodi, ». «A 
By Fvoxy. Popular Edition, medium 8vo. 6tL ; doth. it. 

^ I I I I I I  « ■■! « I I  — I   I 

P ayne (Will). —Jerry the Dreaaier, Crown 8vo, cloth, y. 6L 
Pennell (H. Cholmondeley), Works by. Post 8vo, doth. as. 6^;. ea. 

Fnek on Patfaava. With lUuxtrstions. 

Patfaaaa Ba-Baddlad. With Ten AiD-pafe T B ti stmtfaiia farO. Dv MAUanw. 

Tha Husaa of Mayfaly i Vers de Soci^t*. Selected by H. C. PHKWBtJU. 

Phelps (E. Stuart), Works by. Post 8vo. doth. if. 6i. eadi. 

Aa Old Haid*a Faradlaa. I Bwglan te 



Bayead tha Oataa. Post Ivo. pictvn oo««r. it. : dofh. u. 64. 
Jack tha FUha rm an* lUui. t rated by C. W. Rhrd. Crown Bro, doth, u . 6d. 

Phil May's Sketch-Book. Containing 54 Hnmofops Caftooos. Cro^vn 

folio , cloth. a-T. 6rf. 

Phfpson (Dr.T. L.), Books by« Crown 8vo, art canvas, gilt top, s^. ea. 

Fameaa Vlollalata and Flna YloUaa* 
^ Voioa and Ylolla i Sk etcb ct, Anecdotes, and RemiiUscencM. 

Planche (J. R.), Works by. 

Tha Pnrsalvant of Arma. With Sh 

Bonga and Poama, 1819-1879. With Introduction by )4rs. Mackarmbss. Cwwnft^' 



Tha Pnraul want of Arma. With Six Plates and doa nnstratfons. Cra^ tfti, «t«ni, ^t. &f. 



Plutarch's Lives of Illustrious Men. With Notea and a IM^ a€ 

Plu tarch by JOHN an d Wm. L angho rnb, and Portraits. Two yo>&< ??°y y<^» ^>^'*Wfff4 V^ <**n 

Poe's (Edgar Allan) Choice Works: Poems, Stories, Essays. 

With an Introdw:tlon by CiCARLBS BAUDELAIRR. Crown 8ro, cloth, ^.9d, 
Tha Hyatary of Maria Bo<at,A-c. By Edgar A. Pob. Ptwtaro. iilimiatad b<awla..9r. 



Pollock (W. H.).— The Charm, and other Drawing-room Plays. By 

Sir WALTER Besant an d WALT ER H. POLLOC K. >^Tth ga IUtt«tTationa. C wwm tto^ datb gUt. 6j. 

Pope's Poetical Works. Post 8vo. cloth limp. 2$. 

Porter (John).— Klngsciere. Edited by Byron Wbbbsr. With 19 

full -pn ge nnrl many amaWer Illustrationt. Cheaper Editton. Demy 8vo. cloth, yr . 6rf. ^ 

Praed (Mrs. Campbell), Novels by. Post 8vQ.il lost, bds., 2s. each. 

Tha Bomanoa of a Station. ' ^.*_^.?J_9t.C(o*i»t*** AdMan. 

Crown 8ro, clotK. y. 6d. each : post siro. boards, nr. eich. 
Oatlaw and Lawmakar. i Chrlatlna Chard. With Frontlapiec* by W. Pagex 

— -" With a inuatrationa by Robert Saitber. 



Malma* Crown 8vo, doth, jf. C4. 

Mada wa laan i A Tourist Story. Crown 8vo. cloth, gilt top, fir. 

Price (E. C), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, doth extra, y. 64. each ; post 8vo, DosttaiBd boards, ar. eeth. 

▼alantlna. I T ha Foratgnara. { Hra. LahnaaMr'a BivaL 

Oarald. Post 8to. illustrated boards, 3.r. 



Princess Olga.— Radna : A Novel. Crown 8vo, doth^^Ua, fie. 



CHATTO * WINDUS. 



b, ^omanB, W.C. i» 



Proctor (Rkdurd A.), Works by.' 

Plenr* al thl Skv. WM n IBimmlon. Sm. 



Rumbosson (J.).— Popular ABtronomy. Translated by C. B. Pit- 



Randol ph (Col.q .). — Aont Abigail PykcB. Crown 9vo. cloth, js. M . 
Read (General Meredith).— HI Jttoiic Studies In Vaud, B«rae, 

Reade'A (Charles) Novels. 

1. Wmt WbBiMMbi ud CbrUtls .' 




RIddell (Mrs. J. H.). Novels by. 

* Blob jaa-i I>>B(IiMr. CimTi Iro, cIdUi, ]i 



Hltj^MMr^' D 



Rlmmer (Altred), Works by. Large crown 8vo, cloth, 31. ad, eadi. 

Ou OU GoBBtrr Tdwbk. with 44 IDuitnlLotH bv Ux AHDtor- 



OuOUCobbUt 



L ttth )» lUnjulkjn b- 



Rives (Amell«, Author of  The Quick or the Dead ? '(.Stories by. 
Roblason Crusoe. By Dakmi. Dwoe. \V^iih 37 Illumratlcais by 
RoMAsoii (F. W.), Novels by. " 

Tb* Bui4ia| JnatlH. dsirn ho. claUi un^ V U i psU hi llh.U..I«lbo^„l^u. 

Tin WvnsalBtH Dark. Cro^<rtp,doth, ji. w. : pun em, iPBiuiKtf iwiiiH. .(. 



M CHAttO k WINDUS, Pabitebars, iii 9C MarttaU LaiM, LoadMi, W.C 



Roblnaon (Phll)» Works by. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 6f. flach. 

Tli« ro«U* BIMa. I Vk« Pe 

T ha go>f »a4 ll^«fi ■•ptU— . gUb— . and 



•<oll of Battle Abbey, The: A List of the Principal Warriors who 

c*in« fro m KonpMi dy with Wtfliam the Conqucfar. 1066. Printed in Gold and Col ouw. y. 

Ko8ens:arten (A.).— A fiandbook of Architectaral Styles. Trans- 

bled by W. Collhtt-Sawpa rs. Wi th 6y» Ulustration*. Cwmn 9to, cknh extra. 7s. 6rf. 

i^owlcy (Hdii. I1u2:h), Works by. Post 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d, each. 

Pvnlanai Rld<U«iana Jokaa. With aiuneroat lOustratloiis. 
MopaPunlana- Profusely I U ust rated. 

Runclman (James), Stories by. Post 8vo. bds., 25. ea.; cL, 25. td. ea. 

Gra«« Babnalga'a Sw— tha art. I S chooia 9t Sabolara. 

■klppara an d Shallbaaba. Cr own Bvo. doth, y. 6<<. 

Russell (Dora), Novels by. 

A Coantiry SiraatlMavt. Post 8ro, pictura boards, tf. 

Tlia Prtft of Pata. Crown Bvo, cloth, y. 6d. ^_ 

Ruasell (Herbert) .—True Blue; or, *The Lass that Loved a Sailor.* 

Cfown 8to, cloth, y. M. ^_______^_^____^__^__^_^___^__ 

Russell (W. Clark), Novels, ftc, by. 

Crown 8to. cloth extra, u. ^. each ; |KMt •«!». Ittustrated boards «i. each : cloth limp, a«. td. 
■oand tba Oallap-Flra. An Oeann T wtd a d y. 

In tba JIMMIa WnUb. Hjr Shipmata Loiilaa. 

On tba Po'k*ala Hand. Alona an a_ WMaJWlda San. 

A Topada to tha Capa. 
A Booktov iha Hanmoak. 
Vba SlFBlary of Um «Oeaan Slav, 
of Jannp Uarlowa. 



Tbaeood 8blp*H 



Tka Tala of tba T aa. 
A Tala off Two Tnanala. Cro«n 8vo. doth. y. <rf. 



la Ha tha Han? I Tha Oonvtat Sbln. 
HaavtoffOak. Tka ' 



Tka Sh ip 1 1 ler Story. With 50 Illustrat ions by H. C. SnPPlNCS Wr ig ht. Sm alt 4to. clerh. 6f. 

Saint Aubyn (Alan), Novels by. 



crown Bvo. cioin extra, jr. c<t. e.icn ; poit Bvo, iiiuwnnea noaras, m. eacn. 
A PallOW of Trinity* With a Note by OLIVKR WENDhLl. llOLURS and a Fronti«plec«. 
Tha iunlor Oaan. I Tha Hastar qit St. Banadlot*a. 1 To His Ova Haatav. 
Orebard Oamaral. | to t ha Paca of tha World. I Tba Tramlatt ntamoaOa. 

Fcap. 8to, duth boards, is. bd. each. 
Tha Old Hald'a Swaatbaart^ | Hodaat IdtUa Sara. 

Crown 8vo. cloth, jf td. each. 
Tha Woolni of Hap. t • A Traglo Honapmoon. t A Proetorlil 
Portuaa'a Oata. | Oaliantrp Bo wart A Story of a Fair Impostor. 



Crown Bvo, doih, 6x. each. 
Hary Onwin. With 8 lllustr.n io n» by Percy Tarrant. | Hra. Pnnhar*a Sacra t. 

Saint John (Bayle).— A Levantine Family. A New Edition. 

Crown 8vo, doth, y. 6ii. ^ 

Sai a (deo r ge A.).— QaslTght and Daylight. Post 8vo, boards, ai. 
Scotland Yard, Past and Present : Experiences of Thirty-seven Years, 

By F.» -Chi ef-Insp ector CavanagH. Post 8yo, tBnttrated boanh. »x. ; cloth, ti. 6rf. 

Secret Out, The : One Thousand Tricks with Cards ; with Entertain- 

ing H xperiments In Drawing-room or ' ^Vhita ' Magic. Oy W. H. CJtSUBR. With 300 lllustratioK. Crowa 
8vo. cloth extra. 4 1. 6rf. 

Segiilir(L~a.), Works by. 

Tha Coantrp of tha Paaalon Plap (ObaramnMriaa) and the Hlgrhlands of Havaria. witu 

Map and 37 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. cioth extra, y. 6</. 
W alka In AHIara. with Two Maps and 16 HUis t r ations. Crown 8vo. cl oth e xtra . 6t. 

Senior (Wm.).— By Stream and Sea. Post 8vo. cloth. 21. 6rf. 
Sergeant (Adeline), Novels by. 

vndar PaJaa Prataaoaa. Crown 8vo. doth, tflt top. &r. 

Br. Bndlcott'a Bapar l m ant. _ Crown 8to. dot h . y 6./. 

Shakespeare for Children: Lamb*s Tales from Shakespeare. 

Wi th Illustrations, c oloured an d plain, by^. MQYK S>tlTH. Crown 4to. doth gik. y. 6.^. 

Shakespeare the Boy. With Sketches of the Home and School Life, 

the Games and Sports, the Manners, Customs, and Foik'iore of the Time. By WILLIAM J. ROCPR. 
l.lit.n. A New Edition, with aa Illustrations, and an INDEX OF PLAYS AND PASSACHS JtR. 

KKRano TO._ Crown 8v o. cl oth Filt.j/. 6rf. 

Sharp' (William). ^Children of To-morrow, Crown 8vo, cloth. 6j, 



i 



CHATTO A WINDUS, P«Mlalicr«, iii St« Miwtta'fl Uia«, London, W.C. ai 

Shelleys (Percy Bysshe) Complete Works in Verse and Prose. 

EdtodTPrafacad, and Annotated bv K. HbknB SHRPHB&D. Five Vol&. crown 8vo. doth. y. ^d. each. 

PM«l«al Works, In Three Volet «. .. . ^ 

Voi I. Introduction by the Editor : Potthtonoas FragmeDls of Margaret Nicholson ; Sliellay'a CorTO- 

HKmdonce with Stoclcdale: The Wandeilnff Jew; Queen Mab. with the Notes; Alaitor, 

and other Poems ; Ronllna and Helen ; ProoMtheus unbound : Adonais, &c. 

M II. LaoQ end Cythna: The Cend: Jolan and Maddalo; SwelUboC the Tyrant; The Witch ol 

Atlas ; Epipfychidlon ; Heflas. 
.. III. Posthumous Poens; The Masque of Anarchy i and other Pieces. 
ProM Work% la Two Vols. : 
Vol I. The Two Romances of Zastroxzi and St Irvyne : tlie Dublin and Mariow Pamphlets: A ReTu. 



tatlon of Deism : Letters to Leish Hunt, and some Minor Writintrs and Franients. 
he Essays : Letters from AI»oad ; Tmnstaaloos and Frasments. edited by Mrs. ~ 
With alBiocia|)liy of StieBey, and an Index of the Prose Worlcs. 



Shemrd (R* H.)>— Rogues; A Novel. Crown 8vo, cloth. 15. 6d, 
Sheridan's (Richard Brinsiey) Complete Works, with Life and 

Anecdotes. Inclndfaiir his Dramatic Wftdngs, his Works In Prose and Poetry, Tranalatloos, Speeches, 
and Jokes. Crown tro^ cloth* jr. 6d, 

Th« aitralat Th« Sohool fov laandal, and other Plays. Post Svo. half-bound, ax. 

•k«rtd»B*S roimiHn Thm aivals and Th« Sohool for Boaa<»l. Edited, with an Intro- 
duction and Notes to each Play, and a Bioffrapblcal Sketch, by BRANOER MaTTIIKWS. Whh 
IDuatrations. Demy 8to, half-parchment, lar. 6rf. 

Sidney's (Sir Philip) Complete Poetical Works, including all 

those to ' Arcadia.* With Portrait. Memorial'! ntroductfen. Notes. &c. by the Rer. A. B. Grosart. 
D. D. Three Vols., crown 8vo. cloth boards, y. 6rf. each. 

Signboards : Their History, including Anecdotes of Famous Taverns and 

Remarkable Characters. By JACOB Larwood anJ Joiv 
piece and 94 lUustraiions. Crown Byo. ctotli e«tra. y. id. 



Remarkable Characters. By JACOB LARWOOD anJ Joific CAUoriN HOTTBN. Wkh Coloured Frontis 
cr " " ' 



Sims (George R.), Works by. 

Post Svo, Illustrated boards. 9$. eech ; doth limp. ar. 6d. each. 
Tho Rln« o* Bolto, 
Kory Jaiio's Momoirs. 



Dramas of Lift. With 60 Illustrations. 

Momoirs of a liandlady. 

■y Two WiToa. 

BeaaoR ffpom (ho Show. 

Tho Tan Commandmantat Stories. 



TlBklo(op*a Crlma. 
Bapbt A Circus Stoi 

TaJaa of Ta-day< 

Crown 8vo, picture cover, ir. each ; clotli. ix. 6ii, each. 

Tba Dafenat naeltar aad Raadar; Being Keadinss and Recitations in Prose and Vcrs<>, 

selected from hb own Worlis bv George R. Sims. 
Tha Caaa of O aowja Gaadlamaa. I Dagonat DltUaa. (From Th« Ri/ert«.) 



■ow tha Poor Uvai and HorFihIa Xiondon. With a Frontispiece by F. Barnard. 
Crown tvo. leatherette, is. 

Dafon^t Dvamas of (ha Day. Crown Bvo. rr. 



Crown 8vo, cloth, y. id. each : post 8vo. picture boards, zr. each : elotb limp. ax. 6i. each. 
Botfuas and Vatabonds* I Dagonat Ahvoad. 



Crown 8ro. cloth, y^ id, each. 

_ _ _^ Ima. WUhS III 

In Loaoon*a Haart 1 A Sfeovy of To-day* 



Onaa aaon a Ohvlatmas TIma. with 8 iiiustratians by Charles Green. R.L 
* ~ iiidmi*ar -- - 



Sister Dora: A Biography. By Margarbt Lonsdalb. With Fonr 

Illustrations. Demy 8to. picture cove r, ^d. ; doth,^ _ 

Sk etchle y ( Arthur) . — A M atch in the Park. Post 8vo, boards, 2i. 
Slan^ Dictionary (The) : Etymological, Historical, and Anecdotal. 

Crown 8»o, cloth ex tra, is. i d, .^ 

Smart (Hawley)t Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, cloth y. id. each ; post 8ro. picture boards. *r. each. 
Baa*riaa and Banadiok. j lion/pdds. 

WKhotit LAva or Uoanoa. I ThaTiaat ay of RaAhkally. 

Crown 8vo, doth. y. id. each. 
Tha Ontaldar/ [ aHalng Knhhag. 

Tha Plnagar. Post 8vo. picture boards, aj. 



Smith (J. Moyr). Works by. 

Tba Pvlaea of Aniolla. WHh iv lllustratfom. Vwk Bvo, doth extra, v. id. 

Tha Wooing of tha Watar Wltoh» With numerous illustrations. Pott 8»o. cloth, ftr. 

Snazellepariila. Decanted by G. S. Edwards. With Portrait~ol 

C H. SWAZHLLB. and 65 I llustraiions by C . Ly alI, Crown Bto. cloth, y . id. 

Society I n lx>ndo n . Crown 8vo, if. : cloth, is. 6rf. 

Somerset (L^rd Henry).— Songs of Adieu, Small ^to, Jap. v§l., ^. 



3i CHAT TO St WlWPtJS, PnWUIi ef, m Bt. MmU a fa Utm, Uinton, W.C. 
SfMildiiijt (T. A., LL.B.).— Ellzabetluui Mnoiiolosys An E^say 

n« t he Belief ta the Iizistmca of Dcvik. Crown 8vo. cklk etti^ 5^ . 

Speight (T. W.)i Novels ^ ^^ 

Post Bvo. Ulotlratcd boanK 9S. each. 



SBlMaBM fa Pall 
Hnabaail fMiai t 



«b« 



My»fHM of H«VMi Dyl 
Sy Davlooa Wajr*« &c. _ 
Boodwlnkad; & AandywolkM 
Tb« Ooldan Hoop* 
B««k to late. 

Post 8vo. ckxli limp, m. 6if, eaclu 
A BavMB TItlo. i Wtte og Ko VlieT 

Ciowa 8to. cloth extra, v. 6^. each. 
M Bserct of th« 8mu I Th« Orey Honk. 1 Th« Mmft*w of 
A ■Inloa of iha lloon ; A Romance of the Kliig's Highway; 
Th« Bocrct of Virvttm Towara. 
Ttoo Dooan of Siva. ■'■■'- "  

Th« W«b of Fata. (TtiU Story fonus the GENTLEMAN^ ANNUAL for t»gi^ Dnoy 8ro. ts. 

Spenser for Children. By M. H. Towry. Witii Coloured Iliastratioos 

by Wamkr J. MOKGAN. Crown 4to. cloth extra, 3*. U. 

Spetti gue (H. H.).--fhe Heritage of Eve# Crown 8vo, clotb, 6i. 
Stafford (John), Novels by. 

DortS and I. Crown 8vo, cloth, ^x. &>/. 

Carlton Priora. Crown 8vo. clotii, gflt top. (r. 



Starry Heavens (The) : A Poktical Birthday Book.. Royal i6mo. 

cloth extr.1. zs. 6./. ^___^_______«.____^_-___««_^_____^___^^__ 

Stedman (E. C), Works by. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 95. each. 

Vletorlan Poata. I Tha Poata of AaMrloa. 



Stephens (Riccardo, M.B.).— The Cruciform Mark: The Strange 

Sto ry of Richard TreoknNA, Bjchetor of Medicine ( Unir. EJinb.) Crof n 8vo. cloth, y. d^ 

Stemdale (R. Armitage).— The Afghan Knife: A Novel. Post 

8vo, cloth. .V- 6^- : iUuNt rated boards, its. 



Stevenson (R. Louis), Works by. 



Crown 8vo, buckram, (jilt let), 6j. each ; post 8»o, cloth Kinp, af.^. eacb, 
Travala with a Doakay. ^Vith a I'rontispicce by walihr ckanh. 
Mm Inlaiid Yoyatfa. With a Frontispiece by Walter Crane. 

Crown 8vo, buckram, gilt top, 6j. each* 

PamllUup Btadlaa of Maa and Booka. 
Tha BilTarado Bquattava. With Frontispiece t>yT. D. Strong. 
Tha Harry Man. I Undarwoodti Poems. 

■amoalaa iMsd PorCralta. 

^arlaqua, and other !'.ippn:. } Ballads. I PMaea 

Willi other .Nfeniorics and bfisays. 



■amonaa and Fori 
VIrtflalbua Paarlaqti 
Aproaa tha Plalna, 
Walr of Harmlston. 



A Xiovdan BabbaCh Mora. With 97 Illuktiatlons by A. S. "BoYD. Fcap. 8vo, clotb, 6s. 

BoB^a of Traval. Crown 8vo, buckram, u. 

Maw Arabian Mlfhta. Crowu 8\-o, buckrain. sriU top, 6f . ; post 8vo. illustrated bo.vd^i =a 

Tha Bulolda Clubt and Tha Rajah's mamoBd. d'rom Nkw auauian .vu.iir&t With 

Lii:ht lUiistraluns by W. J. HbNM>SV. Crown Bvo, cloth, v. bJ. 
Ttf Btavanaon Raadari Selections fron tite Writings of RoiinRTrjOUIS STS\'Sitso.\. EtM cd 

by I.LOVD OSUOL'KNC. Post 8vo, cloth, as. 6J. ; buckram, iplt top, jr. 6d. 



Stockton (Frank R.).— The Young Master of Hyson Hall. With 

nnmrrous lllustrat ivffls by VIR GINIA H. DaVISSON and C H . ST BPHr,N<;. Crowti Bvo. t loth. 3f. 6/. 

Storey (Q. A., A. R. A.).— Sketches from Memory. With 93 

l!lii->tr.»tions_byJhc A uthor. Demy 8vo. clo th, gilt top , lar. M. 

Stories from Foreign Novelists. With Noiices by Helen and 

Al.U' H ZlM MKK M. CrownSio, doth extra. 3*. Ui ; po^t 8v.i. iJhiMr.iled bfjard>. 21. 

Strange Manuscript (A) Found in a Copper Cylinder. Crown 

8vi'. t-Ltli citra. with 19 Illiulrations by tjiLHU Kl G AIL, y. AY.; post b vo. tUtiHf atc <t b oarda. ;i. 

Strange Secrets. Told by Percy Fitzgeralp, Conan DoYLEt Buor- 

iSCli Markvat. A:c. POTt8vo. illu<t rAt etl tto.ir^ li.. t'. _ ^ 

Strutt (Joseph). — The Sports and Pastimes of the People of 

Bn|[land ; Inclu^itiiij' tl»e Rur.il jud Dutitcsti'. Recrr,itions. Mnv Gntne», Afinnnitnc^, .Shows, &c., from 
tl»e Fniliest Periml i.. Uio Prtrsciil Time. tdito<4 by W jiui.<^:i Havp, Witli Ui Ulusiratigtts, Crovn 
fcvo, cl,nh cxtr.i, 30, 6.f, .'»-♦» 



CHATTO * WihdUS. PahlUhf *. 1 1 1 St. Ill<w(fci'» Uae, Loado o. W.C ■) 
Swift's (Dean) Choice Works, in Proas and Verse. With Hemoit, 

Swinburne (Algernon C>), Worlcs by. 

A fj, pf b«fcwp««*. C» «.l 

Syntax's (Dr.) Three Tours : In Search or ihe Picturesque, in Search 



Talne's History of Ensltsh Literature. TraiKlaied by Hbnrv Van 

Taylor (Bayard). — Diversions of the Echo Club: Burlesques oi 
Taylor (Toni).— liutorlcal Dramas;  |eaknb Darc,' • 'TwraT Axb 



Temple (Sir RIchanl. O.C.S.I.)-— A Bird's-eye Vfbw of Plctur- 
Tennyson (Lord) : A Biographical Sketch, By H. J.Jehhinqs! Wiih 
Thacken^ons : Notes and Anecdotes. With Coloured Frontispiece and 
Thames, A New Pictorial "History of the;"^y"A. S" Kaitis^ 



Thonas (Annie).— The Siren's Web: A Romance of London 
iJBertha), Novels by. 



Thomson's Seasons, and The Castle of Indolence. With Intro- 
Thombury (Walter), Books by. 



Timbs (John), Worlcs by. Crown 8vo, cloth, y. 6i. each. 



Trollope (Anthony), Novels by. 






I TkaAnarmn ■•bkut. 



tt CHATW* WlWrtia. Patlhhf*. Ill St. M«ril«'«Ut. L— 4ow.W.< 
Trollope (Frances E.), Novela by. 

_Uk« «klp* ?^ tM >> fc I '■ » wr» ' ]^S|p« U. I J m m'Kt— . 

Trollope (T._A.)-— DUmonii Cut Diamond. Poat 8vo. illuai. tads'. : 
Trowbrldjte (ji T .")". — FTWell'5 "Folly. Poat Svo. (llm t. b oards, i. 
Twarn's(Mmrkr Books. 



?:XZ^ 



Tytler (C. C. Frilser-).—MUtress Judith t A Novel. 
f ytler (S«r«h)7NoveU"by: 



Cpward (Allen), NoVelaby. 



Vandam (Albert D.).—A~Court Tragedy, With's'lIlDstraiiont by 
Vashtl and Esther. "By  Bell e"'"orf*T lVa>if. CFTavo, cloth, y. 6d. 
Vlietelly (Ernest A.), Boolu by. Crown 8 vo, clotb, 31.6^. ttch. 

Wagner (LM^mld).— How tbOet on the Stage, and how to 



Waller (S. e. ) .—Seba »tlanl's Secr et. With g niusii. Cr 8v o. cCbi. 
Walton and Cotton's Complete Angler, with Memoiis and NcYea 
Wait~Wiritmin7>^''** ^V- Hdiied. wiihTntroduction. by W11.1.IAH 
Ward _(He>iertj^Liie wlthSUnley's Reaf-Oiiaird. Po«i avo.ti.M r 
Warden (Florence).— Joan, the Curate. Crown 8vo, cloih, 31. 6d, 



CHATTO * WIWDUS, 



1 (Cy) — ^Ttie Express Messengrer, and other Tales of the 

—■ ^.<»»»w^ claim y.tJ 

Wuner (Charles Dudley).— A Roundabout Journey. Crown 8v<^ 
Warrant to Execute Charles I. A Facsimila, wiih ihe 59 Sigaaturet 

Wu>BBt to aauuU tiL^ gBHB SI BaoU. A Ficilmlk. tDckidlci OuHia Eaabaei-t Slfia- 

Wa^lhrton'B (Qeorae) Rules ot Civility Traced to iheir Sources 
WMsennaaii (Lllllas) and Aaron Watson.— The~ Ma r^iiis" of 

CM« »—  Pml In, IDiammt bomU , u. ___^___^ , ^ 

WftBther, How to Foretell the, with the Pocket Spectroscope. 
Westair(Wlillani)7 NoveTs' by."" 

aakMuSoVK  -'^ 




Wood _(H."F.y , Detective Stories b^_~f'"^t"8vo, boards, ai. eachT~ 
Wobliejj;£«ni" Writer).- RacherArnialrong; ; oTTi-ovo" ■nd'TheT 
Wrt§itlTBoi~^ "' " 



atSSrat OwinMn u« ar tha Jiniaina In an, Uu 

yalStla S. inmH mlrfbr F. W. F*l« HOI.T. F.S.A. C1011 »» o, II. 

IVynmaa (Marcmret).- My FlirtatloiTs. With 13 illusUation* by 



•6 CHATTO * WINDUS. PnblllhCTs, III SL h 



Yitei (Edmund). Novels by. Post Svo, illustrated boatds. is, «ach. 



' ZZ' (L. ZangwIJI) A Nlncteentli Cent ury Mlracta. Cr. Bv o.ii.erf. 



3. cloib «iitra, 3t. 6il. each. 

1nt™lMllo.^ b* E»^FS^ A, Vll 



SOMB BOOKS CLASSIFIED IN SERIES. 
The Mayfalr Library, ~i>^tlv 









The Golden Library. PotiBio.eiMh Urn^u^ vatonw. 



Kly No 



Novels. rci^Bro^ dDib boudi, u. Cd. •» 



nkiB frMlkt IbSST B, H, HEWgoLI. 
TMOIlMaMitmMbvt' ■> A. St. Ai;>VH. 

~My Library. Primui od laid paper, pal Sm, haK-Roxbarebe, u. M. etcb. 

IkajHI»]a[l[UI<M«tauiU, I GuMltfOtaMai. BrCHARLnS READS. 



ck Bfinu u* Wklto^ 



'Ukfut^TmM>aji<in<rn>t«Hr | tk> Inlnnu. f c, iTr 1 



Cl^.E.i 



Popular Sixpenny Novels. Mediiim Svo, 6d. eacb : cioth, ii. eiicb. 

By rrasy. DyT^'IK VA\^r 



Bv4Cull.' Bl CHAUJUIif^fiUl 



gHAtW * WiNBUB, PaMUIwf l. ilt St. ftUfdn't UM, Uiton. W.C. i 
THE PICCADILLY NOVELS. 

LniuKT Eini!OH*or NoTKLB.mtor llb«rMed.erom8»o,rfolh;ilr«.jj.(H.Msh 
By Mre. ALBXANOER- 




Br ROBERT ^,^J5Jiij 



SS^' 



By W. CVPLES.— ■utuixaidd. 

Br ALPHONSB DAUDET. 

n. C. DAVIDSON. -Mr. BHlUriDutktan. 

Br E. DAWSON.-Tta rtmtwni* IM* 

By J. DB mrLt-E.— i Ouu. 1. Bi»i», 

Br J- leith derwent. 

*"'**&? MARRY 'oEW^DT. 
"""""i^^rCIC DONOVAN. 



« l CHATTO it WINDUS. P rt Ut fc w t. ill St. M»rtW» Lw. Lamtm. W. & 
^Hj OeOftdB MAC OONA LD. 

p. A V. MARUueRirre.-Tk*iNMtK 

By L. T. MEADB. 

Dr. BUMT*' hHHt. «kaWw<<aW^^ 

By LEONARD MBRRICK. 



By BERTRAM MIT TORDi. 
Br J- B. MUDDOCK. ^^ 



By HARRV UNDSAV. 

SksteR^rU. I tktJiiosui*. 

By HENRV W. LUCY.-M«>ni 
By E. LVNN LINTgN. 



SSWIi 





By SHSLSLEY BEAUCKAMP. 
Br FREDBRICK BOYLE. 



-By sir W. BGSANT iHUl J. RICB. | 



■By 51 



By Sir WALTER BESANT. 



Danturtraur. 






~ Bv AMBROSE BIERCE. 

BY BRET HARTE. 




AUH Wiur. I L><T EUpitHll- 

Br BUCHANAN sad MURRAY. 

By HALL CAING. 

n* Uuln araOnai. I Tk> DHUIH. 
A In M tttf- I 

Bt Connindcr CAMERON. 

By HAVDEN CARRUTH 

By AUSTIN CLASE. 

By Mm. ARCHER CUVB. 

By MAC LA REN COBBAN. 

By C ALLSTON COLLINS. 

By MORT. ft PRANCES COLLINS. 

Sit.^ ° j Tl'i liiiill>iilli>'ilir 

immitlt. f AftaiDu-k. Mr 1 



'"»/"«. J. COLQUnOUN 



By C. eoBERT CRADD OCK^ 
By MATT CRIM. 
By B. M. CROI 



By W. CVPLES. 

a—nnfM. 

By ALPHONSe DAUDGT. 



' ByO^ANVILLB FENN. 

■uTmMii Dh<. lit! wCm vlnii. 

By PCRCV FITZOERALD. 



By P. WT lqERALD and oUurs. 
Bf ALBANY DE FONBLANQUE. 



CH^TTO. * W INOUS. Pi 

Tii(|.ShIU.I)<0 NoVELl— (»lll>ll<d. 

By Rav. S. BARINO OOULO. 
Bv HENR\ OREVILLE. 

b^Tecii- anippiTH. 

Br SYDNEY QRUNDV. 
Ik* Bun d kla VutlT. 

By JOHN HABBBRTON. 

■niUa'i^rsa. t OeWrj latk. 

By ANDREW nALUDAY. 

By^THOJlAS HAROV. 
Br JULIAN Ma'wTDORNE. 



BvHEr 

"Sy HEADON HILL. 

»r JOHN HILL. 

"By fti. CASHBL HOEV. 

' By'nira. aEORQB HOOPER. 

By Mr*. Kl]N<lERFORp. 



By Mrs. ALFRED HUf 

-^■t KoML I Bait OoDdn 

"bv^M. JAAIESON. 

'ByHARRIBTT JAV 
I OdUhl I aiHH gf On— 

By MAI^ JCERSHAW. 

By R. ASHE KINQ. 



By HBNKY W. LUCY. 
****" By JUSTIN MCCARTHY. 

"■""^By HUOH MACCOLL. 



St. Wrt lii'» Laae. London, W.C. ji 

By QEORaE MACOONALD. 

By A0NB3 MACDONELL. 

By KATHARINE 5. MACQUOIO. 

By W. H. MALLOCK. 

A »j™t. o( U. Klst- 1 TIi> Hlir BipibUi. 

By BRANOBR MATTHEWSl 

By LEONARD MERRICK. 
I«ck^ JEAN MIDDLEMASS.  -* 



By Mr? 



MOLES WORTH. 
~. MUDDOCK. 



ay jnuiCi(4T ana ncKmAIN, 
~By HENRY MURRAY. 

By HUME NISBEtT^ 

Upl' _ 1 DrBanirdBt-Vbgu 

By W. E. NORRI5. 

By ALICE O'hXn'lON. 

IsliHtnni. ICbUciTorFiUI 

By QEORaES.OHNET. 



By Mrs. OLIPHANT. 



ROBERT O'REILLY. 



By Mrs 



^ MARQARET AONES PAUL. 

By %b(lAR A. POE. 
t* VtiUtt of Hull Ksiiat. 
By Mrs. CAMPBEL 



